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Letter  of  Transmittal. 


Jackson viij.E,  Fla.,  March  ’24,  1900. 

7o  l/te  lInnoraUt  II  m.  D.  Bloxham,  Governor  of  Flc/)' Ida y 
7’://f///rtsv^v  e,  Fhi:: 

6 IK—  I have  the  honor  to  respectfully  transmit  to  you 
the  report  of  the  State  Health  Officer  and  Secretary  of  \he 
State  Foard  of  Health  for  the  year  lcS99.  Yon  will  find 
theiLin  an  itemized  statement  of  expenditures  for  the  year,  a^ 
called  for  by  the  Statute,  and  also  a narratiye  of  svanitary 
eyents#)f  the  year.  These  matters  are  so  clearly  set  forth  bV 
Dr.  Porter,  and  the  important  points  dwelt  upon,  that  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  anything  that  I can  say  which  would  em- 
phasize more  perfectly  the  conclusions  deduced.  I would  add, 
however,  that  the  report  has  the  endorsement  and  acceptance 
of  myself  and  colleagues. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  B. * Hkn dekson, 

i President  State  Board  of  Health. 


state  Health  Officer's  Report. 


Jacksoxville,  Fla.,  March  15,  1900. 

7n  the  PresUhint  and  Me/nhevs  of  die  State  Board  nf  Uindtii 
of  Florida: 

Gextlemen — In  presenting  to  you  the  annual  report  of 
the  transactions  of  the  executive  officer  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  for  the  year  1899,  a slight  deviation  is  made  from  the 
usual  arrangement  of  subjects,  especially  those  relating  to  the 
general  health  of  the  State,  in  order  that  the  sanitaiy  agents 
of  the  Board  in  the  several  counties  may  themselves  express 
to  you  the  health  situation  in  those  districts  over  which  they 
have  been  appointed  to  preside. 

alaoiiua  (;o(7xtv. 

4 

•/.  //.  llodfjer,  yi.  J). 

During  the  ])ast  year  Alachua  Count}^  has  experienced 
.several  outbreaks  of  smallpox.  The  points  infected  have  been 
Waldo,  Kochelle,  Newberry,  Alachua,  Gainesville,  laiGrosse 
and  High  Springs.  Vigorous  measures  were  adopted  in  each 
case  as  soon  as  the  disease  was  reported,  and  there  have  not 
been  more  than  a few  cases  at  any  of  these  places.  In  no 
instance  dul  a neu:  case  develop  after  the  health  authorities 
tool'  charpe.  Free  vaccination,  through  the  agency  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  has  been  general,  and  the  country 
would  be  in  little  danger  from  this  disease  but  for  the  migra- 
tory character  of  the  negroes.  The  phosphate  mines  and  the 
turpentine  camps  are  the  places  most  exposed  to  danger  from 
this  source.  In  Gainesville,  during  November,  there  was  a 
small  epidemic  of  diptheria — eight  cases;  one  death — necessi- 
tating the  closing  of  the  public  school  for  a few  days.  Rigid 
isolation  and  thorough  fumigation  with  formaldehjMe  was 
carried  out  in  every. case,  and,  at  this  time,  the  town  is  entirelj^ 
free  from  the  disease.  The  diptheria  anti-toxin  procured 
from  the  office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  was  promptly 
used  in  all  the  cases.  In  some  the  membrane  separated  from 
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the  ihi-oat  the  next  ilav  after  the  anti  toxin  given.  ' The 

prej:ence  of  yellow  fever  at  Key  West  and  Miami  during  the 
Slimmer  did  ,not  disturb  the  equilibrium  of  our  people  in  th(j 
lea.st,  except  through  sympathy  for  the  stricken  localities. 
Alachua  count}%  in  common  with  the  rest  of  Florida,  has  per- 
fect confidence  in  the  efficiency  of  the  State  Hoard  of  Health,, 
and  the  people  felt  perfectly  secure  in  the  belief  that  the  dis- 
ease would  be  confined  to  tiie  localities  already  infected.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  our  county  remains  free  from  all  infec- 
tious or  contagious  diseases. 


nu A DFOKj)  rorN'rv. 

E.  L.  Ete)r,art^  M.  J>. 

The  sanitary  condition,  generally  speaking,  was  up  to  tht- 
average.  In  some  villages  conditions  ha,ve  much  changed 
during  the  year.  In  the  town  of  Lake  Butler  a new'  raili’oad 
has  resulted  in  bringing  in  a lot  of  new  people,  both  black  and 
white.  The  same  holds  with  other  points  in  the  county.  No 
case  of  smallpo.x  has  existed  in  the  count}''  during  the  last 
three-quarters  of  the  year.  No  other  contagious  or  infectious 
disease  has  visited  the  county,  e.xcept  measles  and  mumps  and 
the  usual  number  of  typhoid  cases.  There  has  been,  of 
course,  much  malai'ia,  of  more  or  less  severity,  very'  wodeK' 
distributed  over  the  county.  Vaccination  has  been  very  thor- 
ough, every  physician  in  the  county  doing  wdiat  he  could  to 
use  the  vaccine  furni.shed  free  by  the  State  Board  of  Healdi 
to  every  one.  I estimate  that  nine-tenths  of  the  p>eople  ai-c 
now'  well  protected. 

U1M-:  VAIU)  COUN'I' v. 

II'.  Jj.  Jfughlett^  M.  I). 

I take  pleasure  in  reporting  a very  satisfactory  state  of 
health  for  the  county  during  the  entire  year.  There* has  been 
no  epidemic  of  any  kind.  In  the  latter  part  of  1898  a negro 
appeared  at  hoi't  Pierce  with  a mild,  though  well-marked, 
case  of  smallpox.  The  trouble  w'as  promptly  recognized  by 
the  local  physicibn.  Dr.  C.  P.  Platts,  the  man  isolated,  and  the 
people  of  the  towm  generally  vaccinated.  This  case  recovered 
in  due  time,  and  there  w’as  no  spread  of  the  infection.  I em- 
braced this  opportunity  to  push  vaccination,  w''hich  J had  foi‘ 
3'ears  advocated,  and  I think  that  wdthin  tw'O  or  three  month.s 
from  the  appearance  of  the  case,  that  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  of 
our  population  were  vaccinated  oi-  re-vaccinated.  The  viru.s 
giving  the  best  I'esults  was  that  furnished  the  agent  from  the- 
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ofHce  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  put  up  in  sealed  tubes  bv 
Parke,  Davis  A Company.  The  use  of  this  was  folio w'ed  in 
some  cases  by  very  sore  arms.  Whether  or  not  these  infec- 
tions came  directly  from  the  virus,  or  from  other  infective 
causes  is  a matter  w'orthy  of  investigation.  A few^  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  at  Rockledge,  in  1899,  led  to  inquiiy  as  to  the 
possible  cause.  The  milk  and  w'ater  supply  seemed  not 
chargeable  as  the  source  of  disease.  Attention  w'as  called  to 
the  veiy  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  sewer  system  of  the 
tourist  hotels.  The  attention  of  the  several  proprietors  was 
called  to  this,  and  they  were  urged — as  in  their  owm  behalf — 
to  remedy  these  public  nuisances.  Only  one,  Mr.  H.  P.  Shares, 
ow'ner-  of  the  New'  Rockledge  Hotel,  complied  wdth  the  sug- 
ge.stions  of  your  agent,  he  extending  the  sewer  pipe  from  hi.'^ 
hotel  some  200  feet  into  the  river,  into  a good  depth  of  w'ater. 
The  others  declined  to  do  anything;  their  sew'ers  remain  as 
heretofore,  one  discharging  at  the  edge  of  the  river,  the  other 
within  thirt}'  feet  of  the  shore.  This  unsanitary  arrangement 
gives  the  public,  residents,  and  visitors  as  w'ell,  good  cause  for 
complaint.  A number  of  complaints  have  been  lodged  w'ith 
me  in  the  matter  of  nuisances.  These  offenses  being  the 
throw'ing  of  spoiled  fish  into  the  river  by  various  fish  houses 
— or  their  employes — at  Cocoa,  Rockledge  and  Jensen,  and 
of  animals,  dead  and  decomposing,  allowed  to  remain  in 
])ublic  places — complaints  from  Sebastian  and  Narrows.  All 
of  these  matters  have  had  the  immediate  attention  of  your 
agent,  and  w'ere  usually  promptly  remedied.  The  heavy 
rainfall  in  October,  and  the  resulting  large  bodies  of  stagnant 
water  w'ere  productive  of  some  .sickness.  In  Titusville  there 
W'ere  a number  of  cases  of  chills  and  fever  and  some 
other  malai-ial  troubles.  The  towm  authorities,  by  ad- 
vice of  local  physicians  and  your  agent,  have  drained 
off  the  stagnant  w^ater,  so  that  now'  thei-e  are  no 
more  cases  of  malai-ia,  and  the  general  health  of  the  tow'u 
is  good.  The  death  rate  in  the  county  tnis  year  must  be 
very  lowq  the  birth  rate  about  nonnal.  This  w'ill  be  show'n 
by  your  list  of  vital  statistics.  I have  discoui-aged  in  all  the 
towns  the  use  of  drinking  w'ater  from  shallow'  or  surface 
w'ells,  advising  instead,  tillered  rain  w'ater,  boiled  w'ater,  or 
W'ater  from  melted  ice.  Fortunately  our  people  are  furnished 
with  good  ice,  and  distilled  w'ater  is  to  be  had  at  very  i-eason- 
able  prices.  In  the  prevention  of  zymotic  diseases  I have 
always  advocated  personal  and  public  cleanliness.  ^‘Clean 
up,  and  keep  clean”  is  our  motto.  There  has  been  no  yellow' 
fever  in  this  county,  nor  any  suspicious  case.  Your  request  that 
I allude  to  the  presence  of  vellow'  fever  in  Florida  this  vear 
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:\nd  toiu'li  upon  tlio  ])rovailing  public,  sonlimenl  at  tlio  time, 
calls  for  a response.  From  the  day  that  yon  ollicially  declanid 
the  existence  of  yellow  fever  at* Ivey  West  to  the  j)resent 
writing  there  has  existed  the  greatest  ap))reliension.  The 
si'ntiment  of  the  public  has  been  "“that  the  (piarantine  was  not 
as  stringent  against  Key  AVe.st  as  it  should  have  been,  and 
that  the  situation  at  .'Miami  was  badly  handled.”  Confidence 
was  largely  restored  when  yon  went,' the  fever  was  not  scat- 
tered all  along  the  line  of  the  Ifast  (\)ast  railroad  is  much  to 
your  credit,  though  the  j)eople  are  disposed  to  considei' that  a 
I loxidential  deli\ei’ance.  It  is  genei’allv  eonsidei’cd  nnfoi’tn- 

nate  that  in  the  j^resenee  of  an  epidemic  of  infections  disease 

;i  ]>nblie  calamity — there  should  exist  a diiT(;r(!nce  of  opinion 
nnd  methods  between  the  State  and  the  national  anthoritv. 

( I l'K‘l  > colwi  ^ , 

./.  />.  11,  .1/.  I). 

1 he  health  ol  Citrus  county  may  he  summed  np  as  follows: 
I'.arly  in  ,lann;nw  measles  were  very  jirevalent,  particularly  in 
the  west  siiie  ot  the  county.  .Almost  everyone  who  had  not 
had  a invvions  attack  suffered.  Alany  took  it  who  claimed  to 
l'.a^  e had  it  ])re\’ionsly,  and  (‘onsidered  themselves  immnnes. 
-Many  had  a light  .Huzure,  and  lelapsed  with  a second  attack. 

A ery  few  escaped  it  who  had  not  had  a previous  attack.  It 
as  mostly  in  a mild  lorm,  nearly  all  I'ei’overing  in  a week  oi’ 
two.  Several  cases  were  follow(‘d  by  piunimonia.  Comjjara- 
tively'  few  cases  were  fatal.  AInmp>  jirevailcnl  during  the 
.-pring,  inostly  mild  and  without  complication,  'hwo  ca.s'es  of 
dijitheria  were  reported.  Both  recovei-ed.  In  the  spring 
^niallpo.x  V a^  hia^nght  from  Dnnnellon,  whei’e  it  had  jirevailed 
ail  winter,  but  we  were  able  to  i>revent  its  sjnead  until  July, 
when  it  was  re]>orted  from  a tni  jientine  fann.  d’hcie  were 
eight  or  ten  eases,  but  it  was  ])romptly  isolated  and  controlled. 

A few  other  isolated  eases  occurred  latei-  in'  different  parts  of 
the  county,  hut  there  was  no  general  spread  until  some  time 
in  August,  when  it  broke  out  in  a turpentine  camp  at  Citron- 
elle  and  went  through  the  cam]>.  It  was  so  mild  that  it  was 
impossible  to  get  the  negi-oes  to  keep  out  of  the  wav  of  it,  as 
they  did  not  fear  it  in  the  least,  and  but  few  of  them 'would  be 
\accinated.  On  its  first  appearance  most  of  the  white  peonie 
Avere  vaceinated.  and  veiy  few  whites  suffered.  It  spread 
through  the  camp  and  died  out  of  itself.  I do  not  Ijelieve  there 
is  an  instance  wliei'e  a jiei'son  who  w'as  snccesstnilv  vaccinated 
tool^  smallpox . J his  is  certainly  a big  j)lea  tor  vaccination. 
One  white  baby,  who  had  never  becirvaccinated,  took  it:  all 
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the  rest  had,  and  »)ot  one  of  them  suffered,  although  all  were 
exposed  to  it.  The  summer  was  generally  healthy,  witlT  tl]e 
usual  exception  of  chills  and  fever,  and  a few  cases  of  typhoid 
and  dysentery,  not  severe.  Along  the  eastern  sections  of  the 
county  there  wei’e  several  cases  of  hemorrhagic  fevers,  with  an 
o(x:asional  death.  .Most  of  these  were  men  from  the  ]>hosphate 
mines.  The  sanitary  condition  of  our  villages  is  very  fan-,  and 
ijupi’oving.  Wherever  there  is  a public  wadi,  how’ever,  it  is 
usually  at  the  sti'eet  crossing  and  is  sure  to  b<*  iri  an  unsafe  con- 
dition. The  cows  and  liorses  ai'e  watered  there,  and  the  well 
soon  becomes  positively  filthy.  I am  making  ev(o‘v  effort  to 
teach  onr  j>eoj)le  Imttei'  sanitation. 

< I.AY  cnc.VI’^'. 

HO/o  (Inffith,  M.  I). 

The  yeai’  just  closing  has  been  one  of  I'emarkable  health- 
fnlness  for  Clay  county.  ' We  have  had  s(une  malarial  fe\ers 
along  the  rivei’s,  but  even  then  there  have  been  fc^wer  ca<es 
and  of  milder  form  than  in  former  3’(-ar.s.  At  \\’’est  'Focoi 
last  year  and  the  year  before  the}'  had  a giaaat  deal  <of  malaria 
in  tl'ic  camps.  J found  that  they  w’ere  U'^ing  drinking  w'atei’ 
from  shallow  surface  w'clls,  and  hnaily  got  the  manager  of  the 
turpentine  works  to- drive  a deep  well,  fill  up  the  r>thers  and 
moi’C  thoroughly  di*ain  the  camp.  The  effect  ha<  been  the 
restJ’i(gion  ol  the  numbei’  ni  ca^es  <^>f  fevei’  b\'  more  than  one- 
hall.  Orange  Park  has  a bDuntiful  suppl\-  of  artesian  water, 
and  the  sanitaiy  condition  of  the  town  is  good,  d'here  iias 
been  veiy  little  sickne-'.s  of  any  kind  there  this  year,  except 
amongst  the  bridge  gang  woi’king  for  tlie  Plant  SvstenV, 

I hey  w'orked  at  the  bridges  across  the  small  streams  and 
marshes  and  camjied  in  their  cars  at  Orange  l^ark.  and  while 
almost  all  of  them  had  malarial  fevers,  it  wa>  not  the  fault  of 
the  sanitaiy  conditions  of  the  town.  When  the  sanitarv  in- 
spection w’as  made  in  August,  there  was  endv  one  or  tw'<>  cM'^es 
ol  sickness  of  anv  kind  amongst  the  inhabitants.  ‘ d'he  town 
of  Green  Cove  Sjjrings,  until  this  year,  had  done  noiiiing 
tow'ard  sanitarv  improvements  for  live  or  six  years.  .\Ii  the 
central  part  of  the  town  is  lower  than  near  the  ri\'er,  and  is 
dejjendant  for  drainage  on  a wooden  box  ])ipe,  lyingfroin  three 
to  tw'elve  feet  below  the  surface.  This  had  decayed,  and  <.he 
earth  had  fallen  in  and  conijtletely  filled  it  in  a great  manv 
places.  I tried  last  wdnter  to  get  the  repairs  made,  but  was 
told  that  the  towm  could  do  nothing  on  account  of  the  lack  of 
funds  in  the  treasury.  The  taxes  were  not  collected  until  late 
in  the  spring,  and  then  the  que<ti  m was  i-aise-d  ;is  to  whether 
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It  were  better  to  rii;k  doing  the  work  hi  hot  weather  or  chance 
the  ejects  of  poor  drainage.  1 advised  the  council  to  do 
what  work  was  necessary  for  safe  drainage,  which  they  did 
coveriiigthe  fresh  earth  with  lime  as'fast  as  it  'was  turned  up’ 
1 he  subsequent  increased  healthfulness  has  proven  the  wisdom 
ot  their  action.  During  the  smallpox  epidemic  last  sprincr  we 
had  a few  cases  in  the  extreme  western  part  of  the  countv 
1 hey  were  successfully  handled  by  Dr.  Stewart,  agent  for 
Bradford  county.  There  is,  I regret  to  sav,  onlv  about  twenty 
or  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  this  county  pro‘- 
tected  by  vaccination.  While  the  yellow  fever  was  in  the 
Mate  there  was  never  the  least  show  of  uneasiness  concernino- 
this  place.  ^ We  thought  our  town  was  in  too  good  a saiiitai  v 
condition  for  it  to  spread  here.  Then,  too.  the  people  here 
have  such  absolute  confidence  in  the  judgment  and  ability  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health  that  they  feel  perfectly  secure  as 
Jong  as  It  has  the  management  of  an  epidemic. 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

ir.  R.  Chalk er^  J/.  J), 

^ 1 he  year  just  closing  has  been  one  of  the  dryest  years  for 

a.long  time,  and  naturally  enough,  we  expected  an  increase  of 
sickness  from  the  excessive  drought.  During  the  summer 
months,  there  seemed  to  be  a slight  increase  of  fevers,  especi- 
all}"  the  remittent  type,  but,  take  the  year  as  a whole,  I think 
there  has  been  rather  less  of  all  types  of  fevers  than  in  1898. 
Bowel  troubles  have  certainly  been  less  prevalent.  Measles 
and  whooping  cough  of  mild  types  made  their  appearance  in 
January  and  continued  with  us  here,  in  Lake  City,  two  or 
three  months;  not  many  cases  in  all,  and  hardly  enoimh  to 
be  termed  an  epidemic.  We  also  had  a few  cases  of  mumps. 
The  outlook  of  smallpox  in  Lake  City,  in  December,  189S^ 
continued  on  until  about  the  middle  of  3Iay.  There’ 
were  about  fifty  .cases,  including  two  cases  at  Water- 
town  and  three  at  Bass,  which  were  brought  to  the  pest  house 
established  here  in  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic,  where  a'l 
were  guarded  and  taken  care  of.  The  houses  from  where  the 
cases  were  found  and  removed  were  disinfected.  In  the  last 
of  June  we  had  another  outbreak  (three  cases)  three  miles 
south  of  Lake  City,  on  a farm.  The  first  case  was  that  of  a 
strange  man,  claiming  to  be  from  near  Dunnellon.  These 
were  guarded  in  a small  house  on  the  farm.  The  next  trouble 
of  this  kind  was  in  September,  at  Columbia.  A voung  neo'io 
came  here  from  near  Dunnellon,  where  he  had  been  working 
lor  several  months,  developing  smallpox  in  a few'  days  aftcw 
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reaching  home.  He  w'as  kept  concealed  uniil  nearly  well. 
Brom  this  case,  twelve  other  cases  developed,  all  now'  well. 
These  cases  w'ere  gathered  up  and  kept  in  a house  and  guarded 
part  of  the  time.  Although  there  have  been  about  seventy 
cases,  there  is  no  case  in  the  county  at  this  time  that  I am 
aware  of.  There  have  been  no  deaths  and  only  one  caseJn  a 
white  person.  Vaccination  has  been  general  wJiere  the  cases 
occurred.  I think  about  &0  per  cent,  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  have  been  protected  by  vaccination.  The  general 
sentiment  regarding  vaccination  is  very  much  changed  during 
the  last  year,  and  we  don’t  have  so  much  trouble  in  vaccinat- 
ing. There  w'as  very  little  excitement  over  the  outbreak  of 
yellow'  fever  at  Key  West  and  Miami.  Our  people  seemed  to 
think  it  was  in  good  hands  and  would  be  well  managed.  Our 
leading  citizens  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  disposition  to 
tamper  wdth  the  State  Board  of  Health,  by  the  Xational  Oov- 
ernment,  should  meet  wdth  a decided  protest. 


UE  SOTO  COUNTY. 

Edward  Greene^  M.  L). 

Your  smallpox  notices  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  w'ere 
duly  posted,  and  having  been  pretty  well  supplied  wdth  vac- 
cine matter,  I let  the  public  know'  that  I w'ould  vaccinate  all 
w'ho  applied,  free  of  charge.  The  offer  met  with  but  little 
attention  until  a rumor  that  smallpox  had  broken  out  at  the 
turpentine  cam|)s,  six  miles  east  of  Arcadia;  this  produced  a 
considerable  flurry  in  the  county.  I promptly'  investigated 
the  matter  and  found  the  rumor  unfounded.  My  statements 
allayed  the  fears  of  the  community.  But  the  scare  aroused 
the  people  to  the  fact  that  it  w’as  safest  to  be  vaccinated,  and 
they  came  to  my  oflice  in  platoons,  big,  little,  old  and  young, 
all  anxious  to  be  vaccinated.  I accommodated  them,  follow'- 
ing  strictly  the  directions  in  regard  to  vaccinating  wdth  the 
sterilized  vaccine  matter  furnished  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health.  There  w'ere  no  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  county.  As 
to  yellow'  fever,  our  people  never  got  scared  until  the  first 
outbreak  at  Miami  took  place.  Then  the  town  council  of  Ar- 
cadia convened  and  resolved  to  guard  by  sentinels  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  tow'n.  This  w'as  done  over  mv  protest.  How'- 
ever,  the  sentinels  were  the  next  day  withdrawn.  Punta 
Gorda,  in  a spasm  of  fear,  placed  an  inspector  on  the  Florida 

and  one  or  two  passengers  were  put 
off  the  train  by  him  w'hen  they  failed  to  show*  satisfactorily 
where  they  came  from.  Upon  authority  from  you,  by  wire,’l 
forbid  their  putting  off  any  more  passengers,  and  the  next  day 
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ESCAiMBlA  (JOU-N'TY. 

W.  E.  Afide?\son,  J/.  I). 


It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  throughout  the  past  year  the^ 
public  health  of  this  county  has  been  exceptionally  good. 
iMeasles  and  whooping  cough  prevailed  to  some  extent,  but 
were  not  marked  by  a heavy  mortality.  The  prevalence  of 
yellow  fever  at  New  Orleans,  and  at  two  or  more  points  in 
the  extreme  southern  portion  of  the  State,  failed  to  create  any 
undue  alarm  or  apprehension  in  the  minds  of  our  people,  who- 
are  fast  realizing  that  feai*  and  panic  are  but  poor  wenpons  of 
delense,  while  with  courage,  confidence  and  sanitation,  won- 
ders may  be  perlormed.  Two  cases  of  varioloid — from 
separate  sources  of  infection — have  occui’red  in  our  midst 
during  the  past  winter.  The  first  on  January  16th,  in  the 
])erson  of  a negro  niinstrel  troupe,  which  came  here  from  New 
Orleans,  stopping  at  a number  of  towns  on  the  Mississippi 
coast  while  en  route.  The  patient  was  immediately  removed 
to  the  pest  house.  The  othei-  members  of  thecompanv,  to  the 
number  of  sixty,  were  vaccinated,  or  re- vaccinated,  more 
accurately  .speaking,  as  all  but  about  eight  or  ten  had  sufficient 
evidence  of  pi’evious  protection.  The  cars  containing  the 
clothing,  bedding,  tents,  etc.,  after  thorough  disinfection, 
(l)erformed  on  a side  ti-ack  of  the  L.  & X.  IT  R.,  four  miles 
north  of  Pensacola),  were  again  occupied  by  the  ti’oupe,  and 
placed  under  guard  to  prevent  communication  until  such  lime 
as  their  passage  through  the  State  might  not  endanger  the 
public  health.  The  patient  was  released  from  the  pesriiouse 
after  an  iin])risonment  of  twemty-ono  days,  and  rejoined  his 
company.  He  had  never  been  vaccinated.  The  second  case 
occurred  on  February  9th,  in  the  person  of  a resident  of 
Pensacola,  in  nine  days  from  the  time  of  exposure  to  the 
infection,  which  was  with  certaiiity  traced  to  clothing  recently 
brought  from  Oklahoma  Territory,  where,  according  to 
reports  from  numerous  and  reliable  sources,  the  disease  is 
said  to  prevail  to  an  alarming  extent.  Hence,  prompt  meas- 
ures to  prevent  communication  with  the  infected  chamber 
were  taken.  It  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  remove  the  pa- 
tient— primary  vaccination  performed  on  three  of  the  tenants 
of  the. house  and  secondary  vaccination  on  five  others,  a guard 
placed  around  the  premises  and  every  precaution,  such  as  room- 
to-room  disinfection  of  the  building,  etc.,  was  immediately 
adopted.  The  patient,  who  had  been  successfully  vaccinated 
eighteen . yeays  ago,  was  discharged,  on  the.  sixteenth  day  after 
the  appearance  of  the  eruption,  when  the  premises,  beddings 
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clothing,  etc.,  were  again  disinfected.  For  the  prompt  recog- 
nition and  report  of  these  cases,  the  State  Health  authorities 
and  general  public  are  greatly  indebted  to  Drs.  Pierpont  and 
.McKinnon,  under  whose  observ^ation  they  first  appeared.  Yac- 
cination  is  not  commonly  resorted  to  by  our  people,  as  it 
should  be,  though  there  seems  to  be  no  decided  opposition  to 
it.  Apathy  or  indifference  towards  the  measure  may,  how- 
ever, result  as  disastrously  as  organized  resistance.  It  is 
thought  hy  many  that  the  State  school  law  upon  this  subject  is 
very  generally  observed  and  is  productive  of  much  good.  The 
appearance  some  weeks  ago  of  epidemic  influenza  has  some- 
what unsettled  the  previous  healthfulness  of  our  people,  but  its 
fatalities  have  been  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  infirm  and 
aged.  Efforts  looking  towards  improvement  in  our  sanitaiw 
affairs,  while  not  extensively  made,  are  still  noticeable  in  many 
quarters,  and  the  hope  is  indulged  that  a new  impetus  ma\^  be 
giv^:n  the  good  work  in  the  near  future. 

FRANKLIX  COUXTV. 

./.  />.  A7/.9//,  fl/;  /). 

In  making  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1899,  it  affords 
me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  the  general  sanitaiy  and  health 
conditions  have  been  better  than  the  previous  year,  noth  with- 
standing the  fact  that  we  have  had  a large  floating  population 
which  very  naturally  makes  it  more  diflicult  to  keep  up  the 
standard  of  good  sanitary  and  health  conditions.  We  have 
made  some  progress  in  sanitary  work,  such  as  drainage  and 
shelling  the  streets,  both  of  which  are  veiy  essential  to  any 
town.  During  the  months  of  Januarj",  February  and  March, 
we  had  an  outbreak  of  variola,  of  a mild  form.  We  had  a 
total  of  about  thirty  cases  during  the  year.  Out  of  this  num- 
ber, ten  were  placed  in  quarantine  from  10  to  15  days,  followed 
by  the  usual  methods  of  disinfecting  and  fumigating  with 
bichloride  of  mercury  and  sulphur,  and  vaccinating  those  w'ho 
w’ere  directly  exposed.  All  made  a good  recovery  and  most 
of  them  in  a very  few  days.  During  these  months  vaccination 
was  pushed,  so  that  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  population  are 
more  or  less  protected.  Public  sentiment  regarding  vaccina- 
tion is  not  harmonious,  and  plainly  shows  that  education  on 
the  benefits  of  such  a practice  must  be  encouraged.  I am 
glad  to  state  very  few  of  our  people  become  panicky  on  the 
outbreak  of  smallpox  here  and  elsewhere,  nor  the  report  of 
yellow  fever  in  Florida.  I believe  that  the  people  in  Florida, 
as  a whole,  have  such  implicit  confidence  in  the  State  Board  of 
Health  as  not  to  be  easily  alarmed. 
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OADSDEX  COUXTY. 

G.  W.  Jjamar^  M.  D. 

In  writing  a resume  of  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions 
of  Quincy  and  Gadsden  county  during  the  past  twelve  months, 
would  begin  by  saying  that  up  to  everything  moved  on 

quietly  and  nicely,  with  little  sickness  of  any  kind,  with  the 
sinitary  surroundings  good.  About  May,  a certain  eruptive 
trouble  appeared  among  the  negroes,  which  was  of  rather  sus- 
})icious  character,  but  on  careful  examination  by  local  physi- 
cians was  declared  nothing  of  importance.  The  trouble  con- 
tinuing for  two  or  three  weeks,  with  from  10  to  15  cases,  it 
was  thought  best  to  have  the  State  Health  Officer  or  his  assist- 
ant make  an  examination,  which  was  done  by  Dr.  ,1.  L.  Hor- 
sey, Assistant  State  Health  Officer,  .who  declared  the 
trouble  smallpox  of  a very  mild  type.  Measures  were 
' at  once  instituted  to  stamp  ‘the  dreaded  disease  out,  a 
}>est  house  was  established,  where,  during  the  next  three 
months,  about  one  hundred  cases  were  treated,  eight  of  whom 
were  white,  and  without  a death.  For  quite  awhile  prior  to 
smallpox  making  its  appearance  in  Gadsden  counUq  the  State 
Boaid  of  Health  had  urged  vaccination,  which  was  performed 
by  the  physician’  without  cost  to  the  people,  a great  many 
availing  themselves  of  the  opportunity.  AYhen  smallpox  ap- 
peared in  our  midst  the  County  Commissioners  and  Town 
(buncil  immediately  oi-dered  compulsory  vaccination,  the 
former  of  all  persons  living  within  three  miles  of  Quincy,  the 
latter  of  all  persons  living  within  Quincy.  Somewhere  be- 
tween three  and  five  thousand  persons,  white  and  black,  were 
thus  protected  against  smallpox.  The  sanitaiy  conditions  of 
(Quincy  and  county  had  been  generally  good,  and  during  this 
trouble  it  was  eveiything  that  could  be  desired.  Your  agent, 
having  had  occasion  to  make  several  house-to-house  inspec- 
tions, found  nothing  to  complain  of.  Those  in  authority, 
both  town  and  county,  rendered  every  assistance,  showing  the 
thorough  accord  between  them  and  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
which  added  greatly  to  the  successful  termination  of  this  ter- 
rible disease.  Immediately  after  the  disappearance  of  the  last 
case  of  smallpox,  which  occurred  the  latter  part  of  August, 
^ fever  of  a continued  type  prevailed,  and  several  cases  of 
typhoid.  The  cause  of  typhoid  has  been  a my8ter3^  These 
cases  were  out  in  the  country,  and  far  apart.  It  is  needless 
for  me  to  speak  of  the  regret  expressed  on  all  sides  that  our 
State  should  have  been  visited  by  yellow  fever;  at  the  same 
time  there  is  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  the  people  feel  that 
it  wa,s  through  no  fault  of  the  .State  Board  of  Health. 

O 


k 


1 1 A M I N CO  US  T Y , , 

,/.  E.  Ihuma^  M.  1).  ■ 

Our  sanitary  conditions  are  fairly  good.  We  liave  had  no 
contagious  or  infectious  disease  in  the  county.  We  only  had 
one  case  of  smallpox,  in  the  early  spi’ing,  and  that  was  so  well 
isolated,  that  there  was  no  spread.  About  75  per  cent,  of  our 
people  have  been  vaccinated.  Florida  was  so  well  protected 
from  the  invasion  of  yellow  fever  in  1897  and  ’98,  that  our 
citizens  did ‘not  feel  the  least  alarmed  in  this  portion  of  the 
State  this  year,  when  it  was  reported  as  being  in  Key  West, 

Port  Tampa  and  ]\Iiami.  Our  peo))le  seem  to  have  perfect 
confidence  in  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  feel  that  they 
will  be  protected  from  such  contagious  diseases. 

MEIINANDO  COUNTY. 

<S'.  M.  D. 

In  making  a summary  report  of  my  agency  of  the  State 

Board  of  Health  in  and  for  Hernando  countv,  for  the  current 

%/  • 

yeai’,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  by  prompt  action 
taken  to  suppress  epidemics  in  their  inception,  they  have  been 
curtailed  to  a great  extent,  and  in  instances  of  measles  the 
epidemic  was  entirely  suppressed,  with  perhaps  less  than  a 
dozen  cases.  This  was  early  last  spring,  when  a few  cases 
made  their  appearance  after  an  excursion  on  the  railroad  up 
to  Palatka  and  return.  During  the  summer  months,  quite  a 
number  of  sporadic  cases  of  smallpox  appeared  in  the  county, 
but  were  promptly  isolated.  At  one  time,  I feared  an  epi- 
demic of  the  dreaded  disease  would  occur  at  Fitzgerald,  a 
railroad  crossing,  and  a most  favorable  place  for  its  dissemina- 
tion, but  by  early  and  constant  care  and  important  assistance 
from  the  community,  and  vaccination,  it  was  kept  under  con- 
trol for  perhaps  a month,  and  finally  disappeared,  and  has 
been  seen  no  more  in  that  particular  place.  In  other 
places  in  the  county,  however,  it  was  brought  in  and  new 
points  of  distribution  established  from  which  it  would  have 
doubtless  spread  over  the  very  favorable  fields  for  rapid  prop- 
agation found  in  the  numerous  turpentine  camps,  had  not  ^ 

prompt  action  been  taken  to  suppress  it.  Notwithstanding 
the  vigilant  efforts  of  the  community  of  Brooksville,  as  well 
as  your  agent,  who,  on  some  occasions,  would  visit  negroes 
several  miles  in  the  country,  to  see  a supposed  case,  the  dis- 
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ease  did  get  a hold  in  the  town,  and  for  six  weeks  or  two 
months  youi  agent  had  to  assume  chai’ge  and  establish  a pe'^t 
house  in  order. to  suppress  it,  after  handling  thirteen  cases  I 
am  prepared  to  say  that  since  October  14th  last,  at  which  time 
the  last  case  was  dismissed  and  the  pest  house  closed,  iiot  a 
casti  of  this  disease  has  occurred  in  the  county.  I have  vac- 
cinated over  70U  persons  in  the  county,  and  could  have  vacci- 
nated many  more  had  the  operatives  at  the  lui-pentine  and 
phosphate  camps  permitted,  t he  jirincipal  objection  beino- loss 
of  time  during  vaccine  fever,  etc.  Dui'ing  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember and  Octoiier  there  were  several  cases  of  severe  fever 
among  the  operatives  of  the  phosphate  camps  in  this  county. 
I his  lever  came  so  suddenly  and  spread  so  rapidly  with, 
such  agonizing  symptoms  as  to  c';eate  someaiarmat  Hrst,.as  to 
Us  real  character,  but  it  grew  to  be,  in  the  estimation  of  your- 
agent,  ot  malarial  origin,  and  would  yield  only  to  persistent 
anti-malai ial  treatment.  Very  few  cases  were  seen  save 
those  among  the  phosphate  camps.  Some  of  these  cak‘s  of 
fever  were  accompanied  with  excruciating  pains  in  the  smad 
of  the  back  and  in  the  knee,  vomiting,  partial  suppression  of 
uiine  and  itceroid  skin,  yet,  with  distinct  intermission  and 
chi  1.  Operatives  in  the  pho.sphate  camps  are  liable  to  intense 
malarial  poison  during  the  summer,  as  the  work  is  carried  on  in 
deep  pits  where  the  solar  heat  is  intense  and  considerable  mois- 
ture under  feet  while  they  are  sending  carload  after  carload  up 
to  be  dumped  out  of  the  pit.  I attribute  these  fevers  to  the 
inhalation  of  poisoned  atmosphere  in  and  around  the  newly 
excavated  earth,  and  drinking,  in  many  instances,  un  wholesome 
water.  P'ortunately,  we  never  see  yellow  fever  in  this  section, 
although,  should  a case  occur  here,  I do  not  think  it  would 
spread  through  the  .community,  as  there  is  wanting  that  consti- 
tutional condition  of  atmosphere  and  surroundings  favorable  to 
Its  existence.  In  fact,  we  feel  as  great  immunity  to  this 
dreaded  disease  as  the  city  of  Atlanta  boasts  of.  In  conclusion 
allow  me  to  congratulate  your  board  for  the  sagacity  of  having 
an  authorized  agent  in  each  county,  supposed  to  be  competent 
to  discover  and  successfully  compete  with  the  various  prevent- 
able contagious  diseases  occasionally  introduced  in  the  Stale 
and  to  suppress  them  in  their  incipiency.  May  I ask  you,  had 
not  these  agents  been  on  the  watch  and  taken  immediate  meas- 
ures to  arrest  the  spread  of  smallpox,  what  would  have  been 
the  sanitary  aspect  of  our  fair  State  at  this  time,  and  who  can 

estimate  the  financial  injury  resulting  from  such  a supposed 
condition  r 
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JACKSON  COUNTY. 


T/ieo.  1\  M^est,  M.  J). 


Jackson  county  is  altogetlier  an  inland  county,  without 
any  sea  coast  at  all,  and  there  are  no  towns  located  within  its 
borders  numbering  over  1,500  inhabitants.  It  has  a popula- 
tion, according  to  the  last  State  census,  of  twenty-two  thousand 
people,  about  ten  thousand  whites  and  about  twelve  thousand 
blacks.  A very  large  majority  of  this  po})ulation  ai-e  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  health  of  the  entire  county 
during  the  year,  from  the  month  of  January  to  the  month  of 
Dec^nber,  has  been  good,  generall^^  at  least  it  has  been  an 
average  year  in  health  compared  to  former  years.  In  the  first 
part  of  January  smallpox  made  its  appearance  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  county,  brought  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  and 
in  several  other  parts  of  the  county,  at  different  times  up  ta  the 
month  of  April,  aggregating  in  all  about  one  hundred  cases, 
with  four  deaths,  including  an  infant  of  only  a few  days  old. 
Nearlvall  the  cases  occurred  among  the  black  population  and 
were  of  a mild  type.  The  means  emplo^'ed  for  its  suppression 
was  the  strictest  isolation  of  all  cases  as  they  occurred,  and  the 
vaccination  of  every  individual  in  the  entire  infected  vicinity. 
In  tiying  to  prevent  its  sjuead,  I found  it  a very  difficult  matter 
to  control  the  disease  on  account  of  the  disposition  of  the  black 


pieople  to  conceal  the  disease,  and  also  because  of  the  migratory 
disposition  of  the  negro  race.  Th.a  black  population  of  the 
countv  more  willingly  consented  to  vaccination  than  did  the 
wdiites;  perhaps  from  the  fact  that  they  realized  they  were 
more' liable  to  the  disease  than  the  whites  on  account  of  their 
mode  of  life.  I do  not  think,  however,  that  more  than  15  or 
*20  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the  county  are  vaccinated. 
In  some  parts:  of  the  county,  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
summer  months,  there  were  a number  of  cases  of  intermit:ent 
and  a few  cases  of  continued  fever,  but  not  more  than  usually 
occurs  that  season  of  the  year.  Rubeola  and  pertussis  have 
also  been  prevalent  in  several  communities  during  the  year, 
but  not  as  an  epidemic. 


.JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

Theo.  Turnbull,  M.  D. 

It  becomes  my  pleasant  duty  to  report  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  town  of  Monticello,  the  villages  throughout  the 
county,  and  the  county  of  Jefferson  at  large,  very  good.  There 
are  some  cases  of  pneumonia  through  the  county,  but  very 
little  sickness  otherwise.  Xo  contagious  diseases  prevail. 
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The  sickness  during  the  year  just  coming  to  a close  has  been 
* of  a malarial  type,  i.  e",  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers, 
dysentery,  etc.,  etc.  Fewer  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  re- 
ported the  past  summer  than  for  several  years  previous.  We 
had  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  March,  only  two  cases,  one 
white,  male;  one  colored,  female.  The  wffiite  case  developed 
first.  The  house  was  vacated,  isolated  and  guarded  ; so  also 
was  the  colored  patient.  Both  recovered.  The  town  and 
■comniunitv  were -very  panicky  for  awhile,  but  the  result  was 
tiiat  the  free  vaccination  was  taken  advantage  of,  and  almost 
cverv  woman,  man  and  child  were  vaccinated.  Your  local 
representative  freely  distributed  virus  to  the  physicians  in  town 
and  thi’ougiiout  the  country,  and  for  two  weeks  all  the  physi- 
cians weic  kept  busy  vaccinating,  several  hundred  being  vac- 
cinated dailv.  The  country  people,  both  white  and  colored, 
wonbl  come  in  by  the  wagon  load.  The  negroes  called  it 
‘‘ as'<assin:ited,”  “ lacerated, fascinated  and  “ mancipated.” 
In  ten  dav^  there  weie  many  sore  arms  among  the  boys  and 
sore  legs  among  the  girls,  b^tno  other  or  more  serious  trouble, 
no  doubt  due  to  the  purity  and  fre.shness  of  the  vaccine 
virus,  which  I found  perfectly  reliable  and  effective  ; very, 
very  few  had  to  be  re-vacchiated,  and  then  they  let  their 
sleeVes  down  before  dry,. which  was  no  fault  of  the  vaccine, 
'riie  Stale  Health  Officer  is  to  be  commended  for  procuring 
such  reliable  virus.  Our  citizens  do  not  fear  the  disease  now, 
as  the  community  is  protected  by  vaccination.  The  preva- 
lence of  vellow  fever  at  Key  West  and  Miami  is  very  much  to 
be  regretted,  but  an  appreciative  ^'public  are  loud  in  their 
praise'^of  the  skilled  way  in  which  the  epidemic  was  managed 
and  controlled  by  our  efficient  State  Board  of  Health,  whose 
able  counsel,  vigilance  and  care  of  the  public  health  of  our 
fair  State,  has  won  the  confidence  and  admiration  of  a grate- 
ful people. 

LAKE  COUNTY. 

W.  D.  Bush,  3L  J). 

The  health  of  Lake  county  during  the  past  year  has  been 
very  good,  indeed.  Mo.st  of  the  sickness  has  been  ma- 
larial fever,  a few  cases  of  continued  fever,  mild  typhoid, 
some  whooping  cough  and  a few  cases  of  measles  last  spring. 
Only  two  cases  of  smallpox  occurred.  People  who  are  troubled 
with  malarial  fever  are  those  who  live  in  low,  flat  and  damp 
locations;  that  is,  near  ponds  of  stagnant  water,  close  to  mar.ffi 
flats  and  near  swamps,  and  live  in  small  one-story  houses  and 
Mrink  surface  water.  We  find  that  those  who  live  in  two- 
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story  houses  and  are  locatcl  in  hi<;h,  .iry  localitv,  and  have- 

'‘■l■"'klng  water  are  soMom  troubled 

earn  for  after  buyino-  and  building  in  this  low  and  damn 
locality,  It  IS  simply  impossible  to  keep  malaria  out  of  the  svs- 

^•'initary  coiiditio'ns 

aie  about  as  good  as  could  well  be  expected.  Leesburg  has 
ome  ■1'  'leep,  driven  well,  .streets  raked  and  cleaned 

once  a week.  I rivies  have  open  bucket-system,  and  cleaned 

W’e'I  °l 'i'^'  ’^"^e-to-house  inspection  once  a month, 

e had  two  cases  ot  smallpo.v,  which  were  very  mild  and  did 

most  o them  have  been  vaccinated  and  have  learned  that 
vaccination  IS  a preventive  to  such  a disease,  and  by  disinfect- 
mg  and  isolating  the  patients  there  i.s  not  much  dammr  of 
spreading  or  contraciug  the  disease.  There  cannot  bo  too 
niu.b  s.iid  III  legardto  vaccination;  ibat  is,  the  good  it  will  do 
j"  protecmigone  front  having  smallpo.v.  .Mosrof  the  people 
. cc  le.iiiied  this,  but  let  all  corporations  and  work  shops  .and 
lai  roads  do  as  the  Plant  Sv.stem  railroad -rcuuire  every  one 
ot  then  employes  to  be  vaccinated.  The  day  for  Florida  to 
lave  either  yellow  lever  or  smallpox  panics  i"s  a thing  of  the 
past,  tor  the  people  have  coutidence  in  the  Hoard  of  Health 
and  us  efhcient  oHicer.s,  who,  with  good  judgment  ami  control, 
t left  iiiitiamnieled  will  keep  such  diseases  out  of  the  .State. 

1 he  people  should  feel  proud  ot  and  siaiid  by  such  orticials, 
oi,  had  It  not  been  tor  them,  every  town  in  the  Stale  of  Flor- 
ida  would  have  quarantined  against  Key  West,  Atianii  and 
oit  lamp.a  City,  tor  the  simple  reason  that  there  were  a few 
cases  of  ye  low  Kyer  at  those  points.  What  would  this  have 
caused.  Afiich  injury  to  business,  travel,  and  a panic  amoncr 
the  would  have  done  Florida  more  harm  than  thi 

leezeof  1S94-  95.  But  this  did  not  happen,  as  the  Board 
Knew  what  to  do— put  a quarantine  .around  Afiami,  established 

a etenlion  camp,  prevented  the  spreading  of  the  disease,  and 
relieved  the  situation. 


LEON  County. 


//.  E.  Pabner^  JSI.  J). 


d,  1500^  Citizens  of  Leon  county  and  Tallahassee 

unng  1899  was. exceptionally  good.  There  were  fewer  cases 
0 fever  than  ever  before.  Smallpox,  a mild  type,  broke  out 
among  the  negroes  last  April.  There  were  about  twentv- 
(ight  or  thirty  cases,  but  no  deaths.  A pesthouse  was  erected 
about  two  miles  from  town,  to  which  all  cases  were  sent.  A 
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close  watch  was  kept  on  all  suspected  points,  with  the  result 
that  the  disease  was  soon  uii'ler  control  and  successfully 
checked.  AVe  were  exceedingly  sorry  to  learn  of  the  ap- 
penranee  of  yellow  fever  at  Key  West,  Miami  and  Port 
Tam])a.  All  f(*ei  assured  that  it  was  through  no  neglect  of 
our  State  lioard  of  Health.  The  people  at  large  throughout 
this  section  of  the  State  have  unbounded  confidence  in  the 
J^oard,  and  desire  no  change.  Whooping  cough  and  chicken 
))ox  of  a mild  type  prevailed  among  the  children. 

LEW  ('OrNTV. 


n.  T.  WalHr,  M.  D. 

The  health  of  Levy  county  for  the  past  year  has  been  » 
good.  I have  kej)t  in  touch  with  the  doctors  in  different  parts 
of  the  county,  and  have  been  jjo.sted  as  to  the  nature  and  quan- 
tity of  th;^  sickness  that  has  prevailed  at  different  times. 
e})idemic  ^|f  whoojdiig  cough,  which  was  quite  general,  pre- 
vailed the  latter  part  of  ’9^  and  early  part  of  ’99.  This  was 
succeedo4  by  an  extensive  and  almost  exhaustive  epidemic 
of  measles  (only  three  or  four  families  in  the  town  of  Cedar 
Key  escaped).  During  the  sumnicr  months  bowel  troubles 
prevailed  to  some  extent.  While  smallpox  existed  in  many 
parts  of  the  State,  and  even  in  adjoining  counties,  yet,  I 
believe,  there  has  been  none  in  this  county  during  the  year. 

I have  tln-eatencd,  urged,  admonished  and  persuaded  the 
people  to  be  vaecinated,  and  many  have  submitted  to  the 
o])cration,  but  tliere  still  exi.sl.s  a very  strong  prej\idice  against 
it  and  I su]>pose  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  ])eople  in 
the  county  are  protected,  d'his  prejudice  is  not  confined  to 
the  ignorant  and  unlearned,  but  is  found  largely  among  the 
educated  and  well-to-do  people.  In  certain  localities  of  the 
county,  malaria  is  the  prevailing  trouble  during  the  summer 
and  fall,  d’his  year,  tlie  doctors  write  me,  there  has  been 
less  than  uMial.  The  sanitaiy  condition  of  the  county  is 
as  good  as  iLsually  found  in  the  country  districts.  Some 
sanitary  and  hygienic  improvements  might  be  made,  but  it 
is  hard  to  have  suggestions  and  i-ecommendaiions  along  this 
line  carried  out,  as  the  people  have  not  been  educated  up  to 
the  point  of  appreciating  sanitary  measures.  . Most  of  my 
efforts  in  this  direction  have  been  confined  to  the  town  of 
Cedar  Key,  where  I have  succeeded  in  having  some  sanitary 
work  done  and  have  prevented  tlie  creation  of  sanitary 
nuisances.  But  it  is  hard  to  get  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  the  town  to  carry  out  all  my  suggestions.  They  haven’t 
learned  the  value  of  a few^  dollars  judiciously  spent  for  sani- 
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1 t V free  from  rnalariaP 

r,„-y  work.  Onr  town  ,y„,  ndjiicmt  country,  an'l 

troubles,  except  as  Slate.  There,  was 

c.oulil  be  ma'le  the  liea  j i l,y  t|,e  annovincenient  ot 
,on,e  little  ' \nli  and  ^ but  the 

yellow  fever  at  Ke}  ■ - , ,,  y„.„  l,v  the  proclaina- 

paniekv  eomlUions  produced  k'nowu.  The 

tiou  of  yellow  t>ver  n.  hlonda  a,e  State 

people  are  learning  to  lia\e  ^ health  matters, 

’Board  of  Health  and  its  of  infee- 

and  .are  much  more  scieue  o'  gentiment  ot 

,ions  epidemics  than  they  to.ntub  ue,^  _ 

the  people  m / . o 'ontro'^  ot  the  State  Board 

health  matters  remauimp.utct 

of  Health,  and  against  an\  ti.uisiei 
ities. 

L.  r.  Rx(e>\  M- 

u ^l/-k  ii  h*m  bc'cn  a fairlv  healths 
Taking  the  year  f p^.|,rnar\a  >Ia'rch,  April, 

one.  During  the  little  siekne^s.  The  months 

.May.  .Inne  and  .fnly,  attended  with  more 

of  Anc^nst,  beptembet  ai  ' ; n -j ,lnrimr  tliose  moiilhs. 
.nnla.ial  troubles  than  ’ ."b  tbver  in  the  conn.y 

We  have  only  had  a tew  eases^ot^^^^^ 

this  year;  notnoatl'  x.  • ■ ,,„,|n„  the  past  year  was  .a 

coiitn^ious  disease  ^ within  the  past 

,„i|,l  epidemic  ot  '''  ’"'’I’’""  V one  tlionsaiid  people  in  this 
• year  wC  have  vaceinated  ' i,l  the  town  of 

county.  Most  of  tliem  aer.^aiid  the  protec 

Madison.  'I'he  “..n.y  „n.ch  in  favor  of  it. 

tion  vaccination  atfoidc  , < i,rKev  West  there  wa> 

Dining  the  ontlireak  of  , l,^;,.  thontmo.stcon- 

„„  alarm  or  fear  felt  here.  fy|t  no  fear  of  n 

bdence  in  the  Stale  Board  ot  > ; ,y,„.;,„g  the  past 

gaining  any  |,,,ye  been  helter  than  for  manv 

Vnars.  'riiroiighont  the  j |,a,l  all  deco, n- 

posing  matter  removed  or  ^i^ps  and  garbage 

qnired  all  privies  to  ic  ^ Several  old  houses  that 

from  being  thrown  on  t I 

rrS  tl',0  "diMnnan  of  the  sanUaiy  -“gTaJ/st 
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t , have  had.  I think  tlteyUnyi^,e^yoo 

and  the  authorities  do  not  ^ of  the 

making  the  splendid,'  Sanitary  conditiou 

town  and  county  at  pieseni  i.-  w 

go  .d. 

M A -N  A TE  K CO  U N T Y . 

//on.  E.  M.  Ontham. 

, am  glad  to  say  that  Manatee 

exemption  from  all  contagious  p „,,,.ih„table  largely  to  the 
period  ot  more  than  eleven  ^ of'  lllalth  of 

plendid  and  of  quaran- 

h^lorida,  and  had  the  “ , .b  sure 

tine  between  Havana  an  West  Miami  and  Port 

the  same  miglit  be  ''oporter  y " . ^ ^ Manatee  county  at 

Tampa.  'P''e  gener.al  health  con  ^ sickness 

the  close  of  the  year  aie  go  . information.  There 

e.visting  at  tins  ^ f gpino-  coii'gli  ainongst.the  school 

have  been  a tew  cases  ot  ''  "yP  = , = , are  gelling 

children  at  Braidentown,  but  ,a  1 ot  ' ^ ^ of 

e"  ms°«  ^avot^e::  a M'lure  to  comply  will, 

it:  Hwi  by  piniici--;  -y 

been  almost  whidly  neglected. 

NASSAU  roUXTV. 

' ./.  L.  l/orscy,  M- 

'\mtd\  mid^'m’fliule 

ii,:  i,:uardisea'’ses  incident  ^ yyjSy  ThnMv-'ixceii- 

tion  to  this  good  health  >yo'y  Vernandhia.  'Phese 

istence  of  a few  ^ from  the  neighboring 

cases,  six  in  numbei,^Nei  (^i^ease  prevailed  to 

some  extent.  All  o ^ infected  houses  where 

isolate.d  in  the  .o;i  <.•  -^yy^y.^red.  and  all  persons 

cases  were  io«'«  ,„e„  exposed  to  the  mtecuon 

known  or  snspected^^to  measures  no  other  cases 

were  vaccinated.  ‘ ^ ‘ the  appearance  ot  the  hist 

of  the  disease  developea.  ^ ^p,  and  the  public 

case  of  smallpox,  vaccination  ^as  taken  up. 
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urged  to  avail  themselves  of  this  means  of  protection;  and  I 
am  glad  to  report  that  a large  part  of  the  several  communi- 
ties of  the  county  took  advantage  of  the  offer  of  “free  vac- 
cination.” T think  that  at  least  75  per  cent,  of  the  white 
]M>pnlatio!i  and  about  25  per  cent,  of  the  negroes  have  been 
x aeciuated.  1 have  found  some  difiicultv  in  vaccinatino;  the 


1 .borino:  class 

O 


of  negroes.  They  seem  to  fear  vaccination 

O I %J 


more  than  they  do  the  mild  t}'pe  of  smallpox  which  has  so  gen- 
erally prevailed.  For  this  reason  it  would  be  opportune  just 
now  to  have  a new  section  inseided  in  the  rules  and  regula- 
rmns  of  the  J^oard,  making  vaccination  a prere(pn.'»ite  to  em- 
]>loyment.  During  the  late  summer  months,  when  the  exist- 
ence of  yellow  fever  was  announced  at  Key  West  and  Miami, 
v<‘rv  little  alarm  was  manifested  by  the  people/^ of  Nassau 
(M)iinty.  They  seemed  to  feel  ])erfectly  secure,  and  ex- 
pressed their  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the  State  Foard  of 
Health  to  control  the  disease  and  thereby  prevent  the  spread 
(d'  the  infection.  This  state  of  sereness  was  marred,  how- 
ever, when  the  report  of  yellow  fever  at  Fort  Tampa  was  an- 
nounced, and  at  the  same  time  the  city  of  Jacksonville 
declai-ed  a quarantine  against  Tampa  and  Fernandina,  the  lat- 
ter because  Fernandina  permitted  a negro  excursion  to  come 
in  from  Tampa.  After  the  excitement  caused  by  this  usurpa- 
tion of  power  on  the  part  of  Jacksonville  had  subsided,  calm 
and  quiet  again  reigned,  and  nothing  more  was  thought  of  yel- 
low fever.  This  condition  is  gi’atifying,  when  but  a few  years 
ago  the  announcement  of  a case  of  }mllow  fever  at  any  point 
in  the  Stale,  or,  in  fact,  an^’’  })art  of  the  country,  was  a signal 
for  a genei*al  quarantine  of  the  “shotgun  vai-iet}',”  a sy>tem 
ot  quarantine  which,  in  its  effect,  was  far  worse  and  had  more 
terror.s  than  yellow  fever  oi’  any  other  disease. 


oio\X(;k  corx'i'v. 

/i.  L.  Harris^  J/.  />. 


During  the  winter  and  spring  months  of  the  year  there 
was  little  siykness  of  any  kind  among  the  permanent  citizens. 
There  were  probably  more  invalids  than  usual  from  other 
l^tates.  It  was  noticed  that  there  was  a larger  per  cent.,  of 
invalids  here  on  account  of  rheumatism  than  from  any  other 
cause.  Nose  and  throat  troubles  }»robably  rank  next.  There 
were  less  consumptives  than  there  have  been  any  previous 
winter.  We  had  no  contagious  or- communicataljle  diseases 
m the  county  duiang  the  winter  and  spring  months.  ^Nhile 
we  had  some  extreme  cold  weathei’,  there  was  no  pneumonia 
or  pleurisy,  and  but  litth*  aciile  bronchial  troubles  of  any 
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kind.  Tlie  aeneral  sanitaiy  condition  of  the  county  was 
remarkably  good  during  the  above  months. 
months  were -ushered  in  with  the  usual  amount  o bou^ 
troubles  among  cb.ldren,  but  of  a mdd  type  and  w.lb  feue. 
deaths  than  during  the  previous  summer.  I here  was  soine 
malarial  fever  during  the  summer  months,  especially  on  t 
west  side  of  the  county  and  along  the  St.  .Tobns  rivei.  J- 
pUoid  fever  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  W e bad  one 
case  of  smallpo.x,  which  occurred  m .Inly.  1 noniiit  isol  - 
lion-  prevented,  the  spread  of  the  disease.  1 here  were  no 
oiher  contagious  diseases  during  the  summer  months.  1 he 
larger  towns  maintained  a nmcli  better  sanitary  coiiditioi 
dniang  the  past  sniiimer  months  than  before.  In  the  smalloi 

towns  there  was  lOom  for  improvement,  'V 

position  of  niirht  soil.  Tim  city  water  ot  Or  undo  develoi  cd. 
an  odor  during  the  summer,  as  it  has  itsimllv  done  in  the 
past  Tiiere  was  much  complaint  and  a great  deal  oh  itivesU- 
gation  and  talk,  which  came  to  nothing, 

Slat  the  water  is  unhealthy,  from  the  ° 

families  tise  the  water  and  have,  no  sickness; 

(inestioii  but  wliat  it  contaiiis,  especially  diiiiiig  tlie  summet 
montbs,  an  abnormal  amouiit  of  vegetable  and  organic  mat- 
ter 1 have  heard  of  no  omn|jlaint  about  the  driiikiiig  m atei 
in  other  parts  of  'the  county.  Oitring  the'  spring  and  siimmei 
months  Orange  county  was  probably  as  tlioroughl,v  vaoc - 
nated  as  any  county  of  the  State.  Every  pli.ysician  and 
uumicipal  othcer  in  the  comity  took  an  active  interest  in  it. 
When  a case  of  smallpox  was  touiid  to  exist  in  the  count}, 
vaccination  was  pitslied  with  renewed  vigor. 

Orlando  it  was  pra.-lically  made  compulsory.  L t ® 
daft,  that  I could  secure,  between  six  and  seven  thousand 
wei'e  vaccinated,  a large  percentage  of  them  .b-'Ea 
With  the  fall  months  came  an  tticroase  of  malaiial  leiti  alo  „ 
the  St  Johns  river  and  around  Lake  Apopka,  on  the  west 
side  ot  the  coitntv.  There  was  probably  more  malarial  fever 
in  Orange  cotititv  this  year  than  for  the  ten  prewioifs  years 
combined.  Scarcely  any  one  escayed  cliills  and  let  ei  « o 
lives  within  two  or' three  miles  of  Lake  Apopka,  where,  mi 
veai-s  before,  intermittent  fever  was  almost  unknoun.  1 here 
was  liltle  malarial  fever  in  the  bitlaiice  of  the  county;  scarce  y 
any  occurred  along  the  ridge  extending  Irom  bantord  south 
along  the  railroad.  There  were  quite  a number 
the  east  side  ot  the  Contoohatehee  river.  lyphoid  fevei 
was  iimiiii  conspieitous  by  its  absence;  there  were  but  tew 

oases  Scarlet  fever  developed  in  Orlando  during  the  fall 

months,  and  tip  to  the  present  there  have  been  aliont  len 
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oasej>,  Iwo  or  three  of  which  have  been  quite  severe.  'Piiure 
are  now  two  or  three  .(^ase.s.  Every  possible  precaution  was- 
taken  to  prevent  its  spreading,  but  the  fact  tiint  many  have  it 
so  mildly,  that  the  children  continue  to  go  to  school,  makes 
it  almost  impossible  to  eradicate  the  trouble.  The  Council 
took  the  matter  up  some  time  ago  and  had  the  city  pli3\sici.au 
make  a weekly  examination  and  inspect  every  case  of  sick- 
nesss  among  children  where  there  was  any  report  of  an  erup- 
tion or  anyihing  of  a suspicious  natui’e.  The  method  is  siill 
being  pursued,  but  a case  now  and  tlien  bobs  serenely  np,. 
nevertheless.  With  one  exception  the  people  paid  no  atten- 
tion to,  and  manifested  no  imeasiness  with  ref  .-i'ence  to,  vel- 
low  fever.  At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  at  Poi't  Tampa, 
when  it  w.a^  olfirially  annourmcd  that  yellow  fever  existed 
at  that  point,  people  getting  off  the  train  here  w.ho  were 
known  to  have  come  directly  from  Port  Tampa,  created  an 
alaian  that  it  was  impossible  to  allay  at  once.  A misunder- 
standing of  the  situation  was  rather  more  the  cause  than  a 
lack  of  faith  in  the  State  Health  othcials.  In  less  than  a 
week  after  the  excitement  here  the  public  conhdence  had 
been  so  fully  re-established  that  1 do  not  think  the  alarm 
could  have  been  repeated  under  the  circumstances.  It  w.is 
remarkable  that  so  little  uneasiness  was  jnanifested  dui’ijig 
the  epidemic,  which  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  public 
confidence  in  the  ^5tate  Board  of  Health.  During  the  past 
m )iuh  there  ha^^  been  remarkably  little  sickness  of  anv  kind. 
v\  hooj)ing  cough  is  now  prevalent  all  over  the  county,  but 
it  is  of  a jnild  type,  ami  ■ desei'ves  but  little  attention.  Tlie 
sanitary  conditions  are  good  eveiwwhere.  There  was  some 
trouble  duiang  the  summer  and  fall  about  a ditch  in  tin* 
subjirbs  of  Sanford,  which  has  been  stopped  up  and  caimcd 
an  ovei'flow  of  a large  area  of  land  just  outside  of  the  corpo- 
ration. I inspected  tlie  ditch,  took  the  matter  up  with  the 
County  Commi.''sioners  and  tried  to  devise  ^ome  way  to  have 
it  ojjened,  but  failed.  As  a matter  of  fact,  I rather  doubt 
whether  there  was  any  increase  of  sickness  on  that  account, 
as  thei-e  was  no  more  sickness  along  the  borders  of  tlie  over- 
flowed district  than  in  ain^  other  parts  of  the  city.  There  has 
been  some  complaints  also  from  Sanford  of  the  water  from  tiic 
St.  Johns  river  backing  and  oveiTowing  a considerable  area 
below  the  city.  The  matter  was  brought  to  my  notice,  but^ 
as  there  was  no  remedy,  [ made  no  inyestig ition. 


FA  SCO  (JOUaNTV. 


E.  R.  Weaviei\  M.  IJ. 

Ha\ing  been  aj'pointed  agent  foi-  the  Slate  Board  (;f 
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Henllh  in  June,  I bad  best  sumiparjze  tbe  coiidilinns  ol  beallls 
and  sanitation  of  Pasco  county  for  the  past  year  from  tba 
time,  prior  to  which  none  of  the  usual  diseases  dependent 
upon  heat  and  the  conditions  of,  summer  had  made  then  aji- 
pearance,  and  at  which  lime  we  had  only  received  one  visita- 
tion of  epidemic  or  contagions  disease,  which  was  an  impoita- 
tL  of  smallpox  from  Lake  City,  which,  Uickily,  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  D.ade  City,  where  the  county  officials  won  d neoe.- 
sarily  make  a more  vigorous  attack  upon  it  than  elsewheie 

throughout  the  county.  , • • • 

A failure  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  physicians  in  .attend- 
ance to  recoanize  and  report  the  disease  until  the  mcnbation 
period  liad  expired  and  there  had  been  a new  development  oi 
[he  disease  in  those  exposed,  is  one  of  the  causes  of  ^ 
cases  at  some  places.  Your  agent  visited  all  of  the  infecte 
places  and  compelled  vaccination  as  far  .as  possible,  as  .soon  as 
notified  of  its  existence.  About  75  per  cent,  of  uiir  pop- 
ulation have  been  vaccinated.  .Most  of  the  unvaccinated  arc- 
late  importations  of  negroes  on  turpentine  arms  which 
T find  it  r.ather  a hard  m.atler  to  keep  up  with.  As  in  Uie  p.  s 
two  or  three  months,  a sporadic  c.ase  of  wliooping  cough 
makes  its  .appearance,  which  amounts  to  most  of  onr  Mck- 
ness,  except  some  colds  and  an  occasional  case  ot  giippe. 
Report  of  yellow  fever  in  the  State  did  not  c.ause  the  usual 
afflux  from'oiir  near  proximity  to  Tampa  that,  it  has  alwajs 
done  before,  which  was  on  account  of  the  conhdence  exist- 
intv  that  the  steps  taken  by  the  State  Board  were  sulhcient  t- 
prevent  'any  serious  spread  of  the  di.sease.  r'anitary  condition 

is  very  good. 

nuLK  COUNTY. 

/.  M.  Wihon,  J/. 

In  making  this,  mv  last  monthly  report  for  the  year  l^lbb 
1 have  thought  it  proper  to  give  a general  sninniarv  of  tlu- 
work  done  in  behalf  of  the  public  health.  Ibe  .-^amtary  con- 
dition of  the  towns  in  my  county  llias  continued  goo.l.. 
with  few  exceptions.  The  municipal  authorities  have  iii 
every  instance  acted  promptly  when  any  suggestion  has  been 
made  touching  health  matters  in  their  respective  towns.  1 In* 
Bunerintendents  of  the  various  phosphate  plants  liave,  as  a 
rule,  shown  a perfect  willingness  in  assisting  me,  and  tin- 
nuVi^ic  generally  entertain' a high  regard  tor  every  measnro 
that  tends  to  better  sanitation.  At  the  beginning  ot  the  year 
we  had  a wide.spread  epidemic  of  measles  and  whooping  coug  i.. 
1 estimate  that  there  were  a thousand  cases  of  measles  in  the- 


-neighborlKiod  of  Bartow  alone,  and  fully  one-third  as  many 
I cases  of  whooping  cough.  In  both  of  these  diseases  the  mor- 

tality was  light.  About  the  7th  of  March,  in  response  to  a 
telegram  from  you,  I visited  Dade  City,  in  Pasco  county,  where 
I found  two  ca^^es  of  smallpox.  By  the  assistance  of  the 
' Mayor  of  the  town,  we  effected  prompt  isolation  of  the' cases 

and  suspects,  placing  a guai'd  around  the  premises,  asjier  I’ules 
) of  the  Board  of  Health.  There  was  no  further  outbreak  of 

j the  disease  in  this  instance.  As  soon  as  1 returned  fi'om 

my  mission  to  Dade  City  I was  called  to  the  Land  Pebble 
mines,  in  my  own  county,  where  I found  seven  cases  of 
smallpox  in*  a compact  negro  quarter.  The  disease  was  of 
3 mild  tyne,  as  a rule,  and  had  existed  several  days  before 

) notice  was  taken  of  it.  At  this  time  a genuine  case  of  the 

j confluent  variety  caused  a stampede.  Gathering  the  suspects, 

^ some  twelve  or  fitteen  in  number,  1 had  therri  qiiai'tei’cd  to 

, themselves,  and  placed  both  patients  and  suspects  under  an 

^ eflicient  guard,  b'ive  cases  developed  among  the  suspects, 

none  outside  the  camp  or  guarded  quarters.  Xo  deaths.  As 
soon  as  I recognized  the  nature  of  the  disease,  the  woi-k  of  the 
mines  of  Land  Pebble,  Kingsford,  Palmetto  and  Bone  Valley. 
Indeed,  not  one  escaped.  The  virus,  which  you  furnished  in 
abundance,  was  the  best  J ever  saw,  and  the  ])eople  sought  its 
application  eagerly.  When,  later,  yellow  fever  ap])eared  in 
othei’  ])arts  of  the  State,  there  was  no  fear  oi*  excitement  mani- 
fested in  I^olk  county,  ddie  very  able  and  successful  manage- 
ment of  this  disease  by  oui*  rotate  Board  of  Health  ever  since 
it  was  Cl eated  has  insjiired  oui*  people  with  the  greatest,  confi- 
dence in  the  executive  abilities  of  the  Board.  "There  is  no 
longer  a thought  of  carrying  a shotgun  against  intruders  from 
an  infected  locality,  as  practiced  years  ago. 

PITTNAM  COUNTY. 

' ' C.  E.  Welch,  Jf.  I). 

In  response  to  yours  of  late  date,  will  say,  that  the  sanitary 
•condition  of  Putnam  county  has  been  kept  uj)  to  the  usual 
■ standcaid  thi’oughout  the  year.  The  people  generally  have 

co-operated  with  the  State  Board  in  sanitary  measures,  and 
seem  to  feel  the  necessity  of  so  doing.  Each  little  village  has 
been  alive  to  the  necessitj^  of  such  work,  and  its  beai-ing'^npon 
the  public  health.  Your  agent  vaccinated  over  three  thousand 
persons  dining  the  past  twelv'e  months,  besides,  there  were  a 
great  number  vaccinated  by  other  physicians  whoj  with  a few 
•exceptions,  did  it  gratuitously.  Through  August,  September 
-and  OctiSer  we  had  an  unu.^ual  number  of  cases  of  old-fash- 
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ioned  ao-ue,  but  thev  were  amenable  to  treatment  and  none- 
were  of  the  pernicio\is  type.  We  had  fewer  cases  of  the  con- 
tinued or  typhoid  types  of  fever  than  usual.  During  October 
and  November  we  had  several  cases  of  scarlatina,  brought  bv 
parties  returning  from  the  North.  The  cases  were  ot  mild 
type,  showing  no  disposition  to  spread.  Every  case  recovered 
Althoimh  Palatka  is  on  both  the  Florida  East  Coast  Kailroad 
and  the  Plant  System,  there  was  entire  absence  of  any  panic 
on  accounf  of  the  yellow  fever  at  Key  West  and  Miami,  feel- 
in  «•  that  the  State  Board  was  entirely  competent  to  take  care 
oUheir  interests.  'Phere  have  been  no  cases  of  smallpox  or 
yellow  fever  in  our  county,  nor  any  suspicious  cases  ot  edher 
Our  people  generally  have  an  abiding  faith  in  the  State  i^oard 
of  Health,  and  sincerely  hopo  that  it  will  be  left  untrammelled 
in  its  operations  for  the  public  good. 

SANTA  ROSA  COUNTY. 

. C.  E.  McDougal,  J/.  B: 

The  sanitary  comliiion  of  Santa  Ro.sa  county,  I think,  will 
compare  favorably  with  that  of  other  districts  of  similar  popu- 
lation, where  the  towns  are  small  and  their  revenues  s^canty, 
and  the  dwellers  in  the  country  are  widely  scattered  and  quite 
unfamiliar  with  the  requirements  of  proper  sanitation.^  I he 
creneral  health  of  the  county  during  the  year  now  drawing  to 
a close  has  been  remarkably  good.  No  acute  sickness  has 
prevailed  to  any  extent,  with  the  exception  of  malarial  fever 
and  epidemic  influenza;  the  former  having  been  less  prevalent, 
and  o-enerally  of  much  milder  type,  than  in  previous  yeais. 
Influtmza  appeared  early  in  the  winter  and  prevailed  exten- 
sively, but  the  epidemic  was  mild  and  amenable  to  treatment, 
except-  in  a very  few  cases  of  aged  persons.  Occasionally 
cases  of  pertussis,  rubeola  and  mumps  have  been  reported,  but 
I have  known  of  no  epidemic  prevalence  of  those  diseases. 
Notwithstanding  reports  of  smallpox  elsewhere,  even  in  neigh- 
boring counties,  the  disease  has  not  appeared  among  us,  and 
the  people  at  large  have  not  awakened  to  any  interest  m 
vaccination,  consequently  a very  small  proportion  of  the 
population  is  properly  protected.  Indeed,  the  actual  pres- 
ence'oi  the  disease  has  but  slight  effect  on  the  prejudices 
of  the  community  at  large,  and  very  few  of  the  country  peo- 
ple have  been  vaccinated.  Many  of  them  declare  they  won 
rather  run  . the  risk  of  contracting  smallpox.  After  a resi- 
dence of  more  than  forty  years  in  the  county  seat,  during- 
which  smallpox  has  appeared  in  the  town  and  vicinity  sevea 
times.  I can  say  from  experience  that  it  is  useless  for  a phy- 
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■Cir.auon  T^  ’ comparatively  fewsubmit^o  vac- 

• 1.1  • o*^  existence  of  yellow  fever,  as  reported  in  the 

neighboring  States  to  the  westward,  during  the  pasWimme, 
and  Its  appearance  in  the  southern  extrLitv  ofour  own 

• late,  excited  no  alarm  or  apprehension  in  this  comiiuinitv 

• *"’g  sentiment  was  expressed  in  the  universal  oiiin 

fri  dTu^r 


SUWAA’XEE  COUNTY. 

//.  y^.  Airth,  JSl.  J). 

There  has  been  a marked  absence  of  cases  of  continued 

closing,  and  all  sections  reprj 
little  slckne^^s  ot  any  nature.  In  Live  Oak,  a small  child 

Ot  la.  t month.  Ihe  child  has  been  taken  to  the  Pa-^teur  In 
st.tuie  in  New  York  for  treatment,  and  a town  ordimance  pro' 

fo^  wilboul  a muzzle,  ri.ri.ily  Li- 

fted Aleasles,  which  stayed  in  some  settlements  uiuil  iLelv 
reems  to  h.ave  c.vhaiisted  itself.  Ai.  attempt  to  emptv  a pond 
m Live  Oak  by  draining  into  a deep  well  dug  for  the  pnrpos- 
seems  to  be  a success,  .and  if  it  still  prov“«  ,0  IHZT;, 
laiiis,  mil  solve  tne  problem  of  the  water  holes.  Many  ofoin- 

1 s,r»P  ''f"^  the  _ye.ar  have  had  deep  wells  bored,  obLinino- 
.1  . Iipply  of  water,  which,  thoiitrh  containing  lime,  is  much 
superior  to  water  from  surf.ace  wells  or  unsanitary  cijterns! 

WALTON  COUNTY. 

C.  A.  Landrum^  AL  1). 

\Ye  have  had  as  good  health  as  compared  with  other  years 
I he  bast  outbreak  of  contagious  and  infectious  diseases'have 
beem  few  in  number,  and  confined  to  those  minor  diseases 
such  as  mumps,  whooping  cough,  etc.,  which  are  treated 
mostly  by  niirsilig  and  home  medication.  In  the  western  part 
of  th^e  county  one  of  our  practitioners  had  some  cases  of 
pseiido-membranous  croup,  with  one  fatal  result.  In  the  lime 
stone  district  there  were  several-cases  of  typhoid  fever  treated 
by  practitioners  from  Geneva,  Ala.  I think  there  was  one 
atal  cr^e.  VV  e have  had  no  case  or  suspected  case  of  small- 
pox. One  or  two  years  ago,  our  people  were  frightened  by  its 
appearance  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  and  a lartre 
majority  were  protected  by  vaccination.  Since  then  they  have 
•lecome  apathetic,  and  very  few  are  receiving  protection.  I 


<^o  not  think  that  the ; s'enliment  is  against  it,  but  only  a dis- 
inclination to  submit  to  the  pain  and  discomfort.  I am  sorrv 
to  say  that  no  real  sanitary  work  has  been  done.  The  natural 
drainage  is  good,  and  our  people  trust  to  that  almost  wholly. 
We  have  never  had  any  cases  of  yellow  fever  here,  except  a 
fpw  cases  at  the  bay  coast  some  ^mars  ago.  The  citizens  feel 
■a  sense  of  )>erfect  security  and  even  citizens  and  soiourners 
from  the  northern  and  western  States  share  in  this  feeling. 
At  the  time  the  disease  was  prevailing  at  Miami,  Port  Tampa 
and  Key  West,  the  public  sentiment  was  that  it  Avas  no  moie 
than  what  was  to  be  expected  under  the  circumstances. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

F.  C.  Wilson^  3f.  I). 

In  making  my  annual  report  of  the  health  and  sanitary  con- 
dition of  Washington  count}^,  very  little  more  can  be  said 
tlian  my  monthly  reports  contained.  In  the  early  pai-t  of  the 
year  lagrijipe  and  catai-rhal  troubles  prevailed  to  a consid- 
erable extent,  frequentlj^  complicated  with  pneumonia,  with 
but  fe'w  deaths,  however.  During  the  summer  and  fall  months 
we  had  some  malaria,  with  an  occasional  case  of  typhoid  fever. 
We  have  had  no  contagious  diseases  of  a serious  nature  to 
contend  with  this  year.  No  return  of  smallpox,  owing  to  the 
thoi'ough  fumigation  and  general  cleaning  up  of  tlie  places 
infected  the  previous  year.  Notwithstanding  my  efl'orls, 
there  is  a prevailing  sentiment  against  vaccination,  and  not 
vxceeding  25  per  cent,  of  the  people  are  protected.  The  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  count}',  as  a whole,  has  been  fairly  good, 
.and  we  hope  to  see  ank^even  better  status  in  our  towns  this 
year,  as  there  is  a growing  appreciation  of  such  measures. 
1 he  people  of  this  portion  of  the  State  were  scarcely  dis- 
turbed over  the  yellow  fever  epidemic.  Our  remoteness  from 
it,  and  the  perfect  confidence  of  the  public  mind  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  seemed  to  give  a feel- 
ing of  such  security  that  business  and  travel  were  not  affected. 


DK.  SWEETING’S  REPORT. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  January  20,  1900. 

I>r.  Jo?~eph  Y,  Porter^  State  Health  Officer: 

Dear  Doctor — In  compliance  with  your  request,  please 
find  below  a short  report  of  tin;  epidemic  of  yellow  fever 
which  commenced  in  this  city  in  August,  1899: 

After  an  absence  of  twelve  years,  and,  in  fact,  the 
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hrst  tune  since  the  organization  of  the  State  Hoard  of 
Health,  the  much  dreaded  scourge  gained  a footing  in  our 
midst.  As  our  summer  was  well  advanced,  we  were  Vrro^vinfr 
confident  in  the  hope  that  another  season  would1)ass  in 
satety  from  epidemic  disease,  though  our  efforts  in  quaran- 
tine inspection  and  disinfection  to  exclude  it  \vere  not  re- 
laxed  doomed  to  disappointment,  and 

our  Island  City,  then  on  a business  boom,  received  another 
setback. 

1 he  first  well  established  case^'of  yellow  fever  occurred 
in  t It  pel  son  of  Mi-.  Dennis  Kagan,  a young  gentleman  in  the 
initet  States  custom  service,  about  twentv-five  vears  of  af»-e. 
a native  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  onlv  recentlv  located  heT-e, 
He  resided  on  the  corner  of  Duval  and  Fleming  streets.  Mr. 
Kagan  was  taken  sick  on  the  night  of  August  2Gth.  I saw  him 
on  the  morning  of  the  l>7th,  and  learned  that  he  had  had  a 
cii  ( uiing  the  night,  lie  then  had  a temperature  of  103 
tegrees,  with  a pulse  of  104,  headache,  pain  in  the  back  and 
linib.s  nnd  a very  irritable  stomach.  These  symptoms  ren- 
ei  ef  t ie  case  one  to  be  watched,  and  as  it  advanced  we  had 
tie  tjpica  s^  mptoms' of  yellow  fever — high  teiniieratiire  and 
r isproportionateJy  slow  pulse;  albumen  in  urine,  icteroid  con- 
dition of  conjunctiva  and  skin,  spongy  gums  and  black  vomit. 
Heath  ensued  on  the  5th  day  of  the  disease.  On  the  -28th, 
or  two  days  after  seeing  Ur.  Eagan,  I wrote  vou  at  Jack- 
son\i  e,  suggesting  the  advisability  of  your  returning  to  Key 
est,  am  later,  August  31st,  I wired  for  your  presence  here, 
nor  to  the  sickness  of  Mr.  Eagan  I did  not  know,  nor  did 
1 even  suspect  the  presence  of  yellow  fever  in  Key  West.  In 
tact,  when  discussing  the  lyealth  situation  of  the  city  with 
}Ou  on  days  befor<i  JVIr.  Eagan’s  sickening,  notably  on 

ligust  L3d,  you  will  probably  recall  my  saying"  to  you  that 
ye  nac  not  then,  nor  had  we  had  during  the  summer,  any- 
thing whatever  of  a suspicious  character  or  of  a doubtful 
nature,  and  that  we  had  no  reason  to  indulge  in  any  un- 
pleasant anticipations  for  the  remaining  summer  season. The 
case  o It  Eagan,  which  deyeloped  in  my  own  practice,  on 
the  date  aboye  mentioned-,  and  the  case*' of  Dr.  Browder, 
ano  er  o my  patients,  both  occurred  in  the  week  folio wino- 
this  conyersation  with  you,  and  came  with  startling  abrupt” 
ness,  lou  lettthe  island  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  and  I was 
ca  e to  see  young  Eagan  on  the  morning  of  the  27th, 
am  wrote  you  the  following  day,  forwarding  my  letter  to 

i on  called' to  see  Dr.  Browder  on  the  eyen- 

ng  of  the  29th,  and  found  him  sick  with  feyer  at  his  rooms 
n the  lower  portion  of  the  city.  This  gentleman  was  sta- 
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tioi;ed  at  Key  .West  as  a special  inspector  of  custom.^,  and  had 
an  office  in  the  Custom  House,  where  young  Eagan  was  also 
•employed.  He  boarded,  as  I haye  said,  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  city,  and  about  four  blocks  from  Mr.  E-igan’s  jilace  of  resi- 
dence. I learned  on  arrival  that  Dr.  Browder  had  been  sick 
three  days,  but  thinking  that  lie  had  only  a light  billions  in- 
disposition  (being  himself  a graduate  physieian),  he  had 
been  treating  himself  until  his  stomach,  becoin iiig  yery  irri- 
table  and  distressed,  he  was  compelleil  to  se  di  additional  medi- 
cal aid,  and  I Avas  called  in.  I found  him  with  a temper;i.ture  of 
lUl  degrees,  pulse  of  iiO,  a generally  jaundiced  condition  of 
the  entire  body,  and  35  per  cent,  of  albumen  in  his  urine. 
From  mv  first  visit  to  Dr.  Browder,  on  August  29th,  to  Sep- 
itnnber  4th,  I had  four  cases  under  my  treatment  at  his  board, 
ing  ]da<-(',  viz : 3Irs.  McDonald,  attacked  on  the  3oih;  ]\[i-s. 

Sudlow,  wife  of  the  proprietor  taken  sick  August  SL'.t,  Dr. 
('allahan  stricken  the  same  day,  and  Mr.  King,  whose 
t^oiziiro  was  on  September  2d.  As  before  stateil,  after  making 
my  diagiKTsis  in  tlie  F]  igan  case,  I immediately  telegraphed 
for  AMTur  j.iresence  in  this  city.  In  the  meantime  I isolated  the 
sick  and  guarded  the  premises,  instituting,  in  fict,  all  the 
usual  pi-t>cautionary  measures  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  dis- 
ease. About  this  time  1 made  inquiry  of  our  local  physicians 
as  to  the  sickness  in  their  pi-actice,  and  the  nature  of  the  fe- 
vers, if  any.  To  my  surprise,  Dr.  .J.  K.  Fogarty  informed  me 
thi^t  he  Inid  under  his  care  quite  a number  of  cases  of  fever, 
but  their  nature  was  not  suspected  by  him,  a*M  had  been 
•characterized  as  dengue,  until  I called  his  attention  to  my  di-  ' 
agnosis  in  the  Eagan  case.  Dr.  Fogarty-vei-y  kindly  invited 
me  to  see  his  cases,  and  on  investigation  I found  that  he  had 
eleven  cases  of  fever,  which,  in  my  opinion,  were  all  cases  of 
yellow  lever.  Several  of  his  patients  wei-ein  the  house  already 
mentioned  as  being  the  boarding  place  of  Dr.  Browder,  Dr.  Mc- 
Callahan,  Mrs.  Sudlow  and  Mr.  King.  These  eleAmn  cases  of  fe- 
ver gave  nine,/bcf  of  infection,  showing  that  the  infection  was  ' 
by  this  time  very  genei-ally  disseminated  through  the  city.  None 
of  Dr.  Fogarty’s  cases,  just  mentioned,  however,  sickened 
prior  to  August  26th,  the  date  of  the  Eagan  case.  Cases  were 
soon  reported  from  many  other  localities,  and  the  fever  spread 
apace  until  it  speedil}^  became  epidemic.  With  few  excep- 
tions the  majority  of  our  native  children  Avere  attacked  with 
this  fever,  but,  I am  pleased  to  report,  with  rarely  fatal  re- 
sult. The  last  case  of  the  epidemic  occurred  on  November 
30th,  making  a total  (reported)  of  1,320  cases  and  6S  deaths. 
A small  mortality,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  mildness  of  the  dis- 
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ease  in  the  majority  of  eases.  In  almost  every  instance  the- 
infected  premises  were  cleansed  and  disinfe<;led  as  soon  as  the 
case  terminated.  Later,  at  the  cessation  of  the  epidemic,  there 
was  a very  general  cleaning  up  and  airing  and  sunning  of  bed- 
ding and  house  furnishings.  Where  the  bedding  was  badly 
stained  by  the  excretions,  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Quaran- 
tine against  Key  West  was  maintained  until  the  conditLons. 
of  the  following  proclamation  were  fully  complied  with,  all 
emba]-go  being  lifted  on  December  15th: 


J Miami,  Fla.,  November  14,  18S9. 

t » 

: To  the  Citizens  of  Key  West^  Florida  : 

; A decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  yellow  fever  at  Key 

II  • West,  as  reported  for  the  past  three  weeks,  and  the  total  ab- 

sence from  the  thickly  settled  portions  of  the  cit3%  makes  it 
possible  and  desirable  to  remove  the  embargo  on  travel  which 
has  restricted  the  movements  of  the  jieople  for  the  past  three 
months.  The  spread  of  inlectioii  of  yellow  fever  over  the 
city  has  been  ger>eral,  but  the  reported  cases  by  no  means 
re|)resent  the  total  number  which  have  sickened  from 
yellow  lever,  for  the  reason  that  many  pai-ents  treated  their 
own  children,  and  among  the  native  children  and  native  ne- 
groes the  disease  was  so  mild,  as  a ride,  as  to  I'equire  but 
little  medication  and  no  pi'o*essional  assistance.  Therefore,  it 
is  neitiier  po>.'>ible  nor  practical  to  undertake  a general  chem- 
ical or  artihcial  disinfection  of  houses,  b>-cause  such  an  at- 
tempt  would  be  to  guarantee  that  a total  destruction  of  yellow 
fever  contagion  had  been  made  in  the  entire  city,  which,  as  a 
scientific  certaint}^  under  the  circumstances  as  cited  above,  it 
is  impossible  to  insure. 

It  is  believed,  hovvever,  that  quarantine  measures  can  be  re- 
lieved of  their  stringency,  and  withdrawn,  and  the  city  be 
made  reasonablv  safe  for  non-immnnes,  when  householders 
and  housekeepers  of  Ke^’’  West  shall  have  instituted  a gen- 
eral cleaning  and  airing  of  their  homes,  by  exposing  all  bed- 
ding and  bed  room  furnishings,  such  as  mattresses,  jiillows, 
curtains,  portieres,  rugs  and  carpet--:,  to  sunlight  and  aii*,  for 
three  successive  days,  and  by  a careful  and  vigorous  sweeping 
of  rooms.  Storekeepers  must  remove  all  goods  from  shelves 
and  clean  and  brush  both  goods  and  shelves  before  I'eplacing. 
P^specially  must  this  latter  be  done  in  those  stores  where  fam- 
ilies have  lived  in  the  rear  thereof,  and  have  had  sickness. 

Accordingly,  I request  of  the  citizens  of  Key  West  a prompt 
compliance  with  the  requirements  as  set  forth,  to  the  end 
that,  when  it  is  reported  by  the  agent  of  the  State  Board  of 


Health  for  Monroe  county*  that  the  same  has  been  done  bv 
the  citizens  of  Key  West,  that  then  quarantine  restrictions  on 
travel  to  and  from  Key  West,  except  as  relating  to  house- 
hold goods,  may  be  removed. 

Joseph  Y.  Porter,  M.  D., 

State  Health  Officer. 

A sporadic  case  of  yellow  fever  occurred  on  .January  .5th, 
1900,  in  the  person  of  a Mr.  Lawrence,  an  engineer  at  the 
waterworks  at  the  United  States  barracks.  This  gentleman 
had  remained  in  Key  West  all  summer,  but  had  escaped  hav- 
ing: the  fever,  being  quarantined  within  the  Federal  territory, 
althouo^h  seyeral  cases  occurred  there.  On  the  raising  of. 
qnai-antine,  on  December  1st,  he  returned  to  the  residence  of 
his  wife  and  child,  and  a month  later  developed  a genuine 
case  of  yellow  fever.  This  house  had  had  cases  of  fever  in  it 
during  the  epidemic,  but  ^yas  duly  cleansed,  and  Mrs.  Law- 
rence testified  that  they  had  burned  many  articles.  The 
family  and  t'hose  living  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  being 
immunes,  little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  isolating  the 
patient. 

Another  case  was  reported  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month, 
but  careful  investigation  by  yourself.  Dr.  Mnrraj"  and  the 
writer,  leads  to  the  c onviction  that  it  was  not  one  of  3’’ellow 
fever.  Aside  from  these  there  has  been  no  sickness  of  a 
questionable  nature  since  the  30th  of  Kovembe’’,  1899. 

I am  quite  convinced  that  our  past  epidemic  is  traceable  to 
infection  fi-om  Havana,  Cuba,  brought  over  either  by  imper- 
fectly disinfected  baggage  or  by  some  one  passed  as  an  irn- 
mune  who  had  never  expeilenced  an  attack  of  the  disease. 
Here  (Kc^^  AYe.st)  this  is  the  generally  accepted  hypothesis. 
Personallv,  I incline  to  the  belief  that  our  epidemic  is  due  to 
baggage  which  (though  marked  and  labelled  “Disinfected”) 
was  neyer,  or  but  insnfiicientl^q  sterilized  at  Havana.  The 
most  searching  investigation  at  the  time  and  subsequently  has 
‘ failed  to  discover,  among  those  first  stricken  with  3mllow 
fever,  au3'  person  or  persons  comitig  within  the  hitter  men- 
tioned possibilit3L  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a fact  that  it  was 
almost  immediatel3^  bruited  about  that  two  of  the  gentlemen 
first  sickening  had  handled  and  examined  baggage  lately 
arrived  from  Havana,  and  seized  by  the  customs  authorities 
for  supposed  smuggling.  It  is  to  be  bonie  in  mind  that 
after  the  military  occupation  of  Cuba  by  the  United  States 
and  the  establishment  of  the  LTniied  States  Afarine  Hospital 
Service  in  sanitaiy  control  of  the  ports  and  hai5lors  of  the 
island,  that  all  shipping  and  baggage  leaving  Cuba  for  the 
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UniLed  States  was  disinfected  at  the  poi't  of  departure,  and 
was  then  admitted  to  Klori<ia  ^and  otliers  of  tlie  States) 
upon  the  ceitihcate  of  the  I\Iarine  Hospital  >^ervice  testify- 
ing to  its  having  been  propeily  sterilized,  llie  recoids  of 
the  Key  West  Quaramine  Station  show  that  after  the  1st  of 
July,  1899,  but  little  bagirage  arrived  at  Key  West  from 
Havana  which  had  not  been  previously  sterilized  at  Havana 
and  bore  the  certificate  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hos- 
pital Service  to  that  effect.  No  baggage  bearing  these,  gov- 
ernment certilicates  was  disinfected  at  Key  West.  lo  have 
redisinfected  it  would  have  iieen  to  discredit  the  work  of  the 
United  States  quarantine  oflicials  (the  United  States  alarine 
Hospital  Service)  at  Havana,  ami,  as  \ on  e.xqilained  to  me  sev- 
eral times  wlien  the  topic  was  undor  discussion  between  us, 
would  have  provoked  antagonism  and  endless  friction.  In 
view  of  these  facts,  as  before  stated,  I am  strongly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  epidemic  of  Key  W est  of  1899  was  caused 
by  the  admission  of  infected  baggage,  passed  by  the  State 
quaiantine  inspectors  under  a guarantee  of  safe.y  given  b) 
the  Iilarine  Hospital  Service  at  Havana,  d'he  statement  fur- 
nished vou  by  Dr.  Drowder  bears  me  out  in  this,  and  a careful 
consideration  of  tlie  following  facts  will,  I am  sure,  equally 
convince  all  but  the  previously  biased,  to- wit:  ()n  August  14th 
two  trunks  came  over  fiom  Havana  on  the  Olivette,  belong- 
ing, 1 believe,  to  one  Alphonso,  which  were  labeled  and 
stamped  by  the  ]Marine  Hospital  Service  at  Havana  as  having 
been  disinVected  and  passed,  and  liaving  the  catches  wired 
and  sealed.  Under  the  suspicion  that  they  contained  smug- 
gled goads,  they  were  seized  by  the  customs  officers  and  an 
Ixammation,  determining  that  the  interiors  were  not  as  deep 
as  the  outside  of  the  trunks,  led  the  observed  to  suspect  false 
bottoms,  and,  hammer  and  chisel  being  brought  into  requisi- 
tion, such  was  found  to  be  the  case.  The  trunks  contained 
soiled  clothing  and  various  wearing  apparel,  but  under  the 
false  bottoms  were  stowed  rolls  of  cigarettes.  This  fact  is 
mentioned  because  I have  heard  that  the  Havana  officers 
allege  that  this  state  of  affairs  was  known  to  them,  and  that 
they  had  extracted  the  false  bottoms,  removed  the  cigarettes, 
disinfected  the  textile  contents  and  replaced  the  same.  That 
this  could  not  have  happened  is  self-evident,  unless  those  on 
the  “Protector”  (the  "government  disinfecting  barge  at  Ha- 
vana) possessed  joiner’s  tools  and  paper  of  the  pattern  of 

THE  INTERIOR  LINING  OF  THE  TRUNKS. 

These  trunks  were  taken  to  the  storage  room,  in  the  third 
story  of  the  Custom  House  at  Key  West,  a small  apartment 
directly  under  the  roof,  with  biit  one  window  and  a door, 
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INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 


Ijiiitcd  Stnt(is  wfis  clisi II tccteil  ;ii,  iIk*  jjoi’L  ot  do])nrturo,  •‘ind 
was  tiien  a.lmiued  Lo  Florida  (and  oLIum's  of  the  Stales) 
upon  llie  eortilicate  of  tlni  Mai'ine  Hospital  Sei-\-iec  lestify- 
ino' to  its  linvinir  l>een  propeily  sterili/AMl.  Tlie  i-eeords  of 
the  Key  \Ve>L  (.)iiaraniiiie  Staiiou  show  that  aft(u-  the  l>t  of 
duly,  hnl  little  ItagiraLre  aiaived  at  l\ev  West,  fi-oni 

na\aiia  which  had  not  been  jnvvioii.dy  sterilized  at  Havana 
and  hole  the  cerliiicate  or  i1h‘  United  States  Maiiiie  Hos- 
pital Seivice  to  that  edec-t.  Xo  haL’’<raLte  beaian^-  tlH'se  o’ov- 
ennneiit  eei-tiii  ales  was  disiiifeeted  at  ivev  West,  d'o  iTave 
ie(Ii>iiitecli-d  it  would  have  i-eeii  to  di>e.ia'dit  th^*  work  of  the 
I'liil*  d >tai<*s  (jnarai.tine  ollicials  (the  United  "Stales  .Maiiiie 
Ho.^j.ital  Serxice)  at  llav;in:i,  ainl,  as  u,u  explained  to  me  sev- 
en al  tunes  when  the  topic  was  under  disi-U'''ion  iK'tweani  ns 
xv(.iiid  ha\e  proxoketl  anta<_:<)iii'ni  and  endless  f.  ict  ion.  in 
view  of  these  lact.s  as  Im  f.  re  stat<-d,  I am  stroiiLdvof  the 
opndoii  that  tile  epidemic  of  Key  W(*st  of  Hllp  was  caused 
by  the  adlmi '."Ion  of  inlecied  baeo-ao(*,  pi<s(Ml  b\-  the  .State 
ipniiantine  ii;sp*  dors  nmlei-  a eiiaiMiitee  of  safetv  o-icen  by 
the  .Marine  ] lospital  Servic  ‘ at  Havana,  d'ln*  statement  fiir- 
nisln  (1  X on  by  I)]-.  Hmwder  bears  me  out  in  I ii  is,  a iid  a careful 
coiisidei-ation  of  the  fnllowin:,^  fads  wdl,  I am  suin',  c(jiially 
convince  all  Init,  tin*  jocvioiisl  \ biased,  to- wit:  On  Anoiist  14ih 
two  trunks  came  over  from  Havana  on  the  Oiivelte^  l>elom/- 
iiiLT,  I believe,  lo  one  Alphonso,  wliicli  were  labeled  and 
stamped  l)y  tlie  .Marine  Ilosjjila!  Service  at  Hax'an.a  as  having 
been  disinlecti'd  and  passed,  and  having  the  caudies  win'd 
ami  s(*al(*d.  L m!er  the  suspicion  that  tiiev  coniained  smiio- 
ylcd  yoods,  they  were  seized  hy  the  eii.dimis  olhcers  and  an 
examinanon,  determining  lliat  tlie  interiors  were  not  as  dc'ep 
as  tlie  <mt.sid(*  of  the  trunks,  led  the  oirserved  to  suspect  false 
hottians,  and,  liammer  and  ehisel  being'  lirouglit  i,,to  rerjiiisi- 
lion,  siicli  was  found  to  lie  the  case,  d’he  trunks  contained 
^ ^ a n (.1  various  wcaiiiig  aj.parcl,  but  under  the 

false  bottoms  were  stowe<(  rolls  of  cigarettes,  ddiis  fact  is 
mentioned  because  I liave  heard  that  the  Havana  oliieers 
allege  that  this  state  of  affairs  was  kiK)wn  to  tliem,  and  tliat 
they  had  e.xtracted  the  false  bottoms,  remoxmd  the  (ugarettes, 
di.sinfecled  tlie  textile  contents  and  replaced  the  samm  ddiat 
this  could  not  have  happened  is  self-evident,  unless  those  on 
the  “Protector”  (the  government  disinfecting  barge  at  Ha- 
vana) ])ossessed  joiner’s  tools  and  pai’ku  of  tiif  patteux  of 

rilE  INTKUIOlt  LI.VI.no  OF  THE  TUUNKS. 

These  trunks  were  taken  to  the  storage  room,  in  the  third 
story  of  the  Custom  House  at  Key  VV^est,  a small  apartment 
directly  under  tlie  roof,  witli  but  one  window  and  a door. 
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which  is  Gfcnerally  kept  closed,  and  in  this  confined  atraospheue' 
they  remained,  and  while  lodged  there  were  examined  by  Dr. 
Browder  and  Mr.  Eagan.  1 understand  that  Mr.  Andrews, 
the  chief  inspector,  and  Dr.  Browder,  special  inspector, 
countefi  the  cigarettes.  Mr.  Andrews  was  an  immune,  but 
Dr.  Browder  had  never  had  yellow  fever.  I am  also  informed 
on  reliable  authority  that  Mr.  Eagan  handled  some  of  the 
trunks’  contents,  notably  some  attractive  neckties.  These 
trunks  were  afterwards  sold  at  ‘public  outcry,  and  I am  in- 
formed that  you  purchased  them.  Among  the  clothes  in  the 
trunk  was  a quantity  of  soiled  linen,  of  no  very  savory  odor.. 

Trusting  that  the  foregoing  may  serve  to  throw  some  light' 
on  the  Key  West  situation  the  pist  summer  and  contribute- 
towards  fixing  the  responsibility  for  the  introduction  of  yellow 
fever  into  Florida,  I am, 

Yours  very  truly, 

. C.  B.  Sweeting,  M.  D., 

State  Port  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I append  several  statements  and  certificates  in  connection 
with  and  substantiating  the  foregoing  report: 

Key  West,  Fla.,  September  19,  1899. 

Dear  Doctor — Per  your  request,  I enclose  you  certain 
mernoi'anda  which  ma^’’  prove  useful  to  you  in  tracing  the  source 
and  origin  of  the  present  epidemic  of  yellow  fever,  from  an 
attack  of  which  I am  now  convalescing. 

First — Let  me  say  that  I am  an  Alabamian,  and  not  an  im- 
mune to  yellow  fever  prior  to  my  coming  to  Key  West. 

Second — That  I am  a graduate  pliysician  of  the  Jefferson 
IMedical  College,  of  Philadelphia,  and  practiced  medicine  six 
years  prior  to  entering  g ivernment  service,  and  therefore 
am  co'>*nizint  of  minv  things  relating  to  disease  which  the 
ordinary  layman  does  not  possess  the  knowledge  of  or  appre- 
ciates. 

q^hird — That  I have  been  here  during  the  present  summer, 
and  have  examined  from  time  to  time  many  trunks,  always 
with  the  chief  inspector  of  customs,  who  is  an  immune  to  yel- 
low fever. 

Fourth — That  up  to  this  present  illness  1 have  been  in  my 
usual  good  health  here. 

Fifth — That  on  the  night  of  the  14th  of  August  two  trunks 
came  over  from  Havana  belonging  to  one  Alphonso,  which’ 
were  labelled  and  stamped  by  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  at 
Havana  as  having  been  disinfected  and  passed,  besides' having 
the  catches  wired  and  lead  sealed.  The  Chief  Inspector,  upon 
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examination  of  these  trunks,  found  a false  bottom  in  each  of 
thin  wood  papered,  under  which  were  a quantity  of  cigai'ettes. 
In  the  ti'ays  of  the  trunks  was  a lot  of  soiled  clothes,  sliirts, 
etc.,  and  oiuside  clothes.  I assisted  the  Chief  Inspectof  to 
count  the  packages  of  cigarettes.  The  seizure  room  of  the 
Customs  Mouse  is  in  the  tliird  story  under  the  roof  and  rather 
warm,  and  when  not  used  is  c'osed;  therefoi-e  the  atmosphere 
therein  is  always  close.  I do  not  exactl}'-  recollect,  hut  I 
looked  into  those  trunks  on  more  than  one  occasion.  Titis 
examination  of  tlie  trunks  took  place  on  the  15th,  the  day 
following  their  arrival  from  Havana. 

About  the  ‘i’id  and  28d  I began  to  .feel  “ailing,”  and  must 
have  ha<l  some  fever  on  the  morniu"  of  the  '2  4th,  for  I was 
dozing  in  my  chair  in  my  othce  all  the  morning.  In  the  after- 
noon (24th)  I had  to  give  up  and  go  to  bed,  but  I did  not 
send  for  Dr.  Sweeting  for  several  days  afterwards,  not  know- 
in"  what  I had,  and  not  recocfniziu"  the  sickness  as  vellow 
fever.  I was  very  ill,  and  am  told  th  it  I had  albuminous 
urine.  I know  that  I was  much  prosti*ated,  so  much  so  that 
I could  scarcely  turn  in  be  1.  an  I indifferent  to  many  things 
going  on  around  me.  Skin  yellow,  which  has  not  passed  off 
yet.  Young  Eagan  handled  some  contents  of  those  trunks  in 
mv  presence,  such  as  neckties,  of  whicii  there  were  several. 
He  sickened  on  the  2Gth. 

Sixth — The  mailbag  story  which  seems  to  have  gone  the 
rounds  of  the  press  elsewhere,  was  this:  ddie  Mascotte  came 

in  on  one  of  her  trips  from  Havana  about  that  time;  aiu'way, 
it  was  just  before  I was  taken  sick,  and  when  I went  on  board 
as  I generally  did.  I saw  this  bag  lying  outside  of  the  mail 
clerk’s  othce,  and  jesLingly  he  said,  ‘^See  that  bag?  It  con- 
tains enough  germs  to  infect  the  whole  island  of  Key  West,” 
or  words  to  that  eilect  (m  ly  be  I have  not  given  the  exact 
language)  and  giving  as  a reason  i^hatthe  t)ag  contained  letters 
and  mail  which  had  been  accumulating  at  Havana  for  over  a 
year,  and  was  now  on  its  way  to  Washington.  [ paid  no  at- 
tention to  him,  as  I knew  he  was  jesting,  but,  however,  did 
not  touch  the  bag,  kick  or  handle  it;  therefore  the  stories  in 
l egard  to  my  disturbing  this  partimilar  mail  bag  are  very  silly. 
The  bag  was  not  taken  fi-orn  the  deck  during  the  stay  of  the 
steamer  in  port,  was  notbi'onght  a>:hore,  therefore  it  could  not 
have  been  a di>tributing Again,  if  any  one  could  con- 
tract 3'ellow  fever  from  those  letters,  the  clerks  at  the  Dead 
Letter  Oliice  in  Washington  should  have  been  the  sufferers, 
r have  not  heard  of  any  one  being  sick  with  yellow  fever  there. 

Seventh — It  is  said  that  a i\Ir.  Edwards,  a commercial  man, 
introduced  yellow  fever  into  the  hotel  just  prior  to  my  sick- 
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examination  of  these  trunks,  found  a false  bottom  in  each  of 
thin  \voo(]  papered,  under  whicli  were  a quantity  of  oigai-ettes. 
fn  the  ti’ays  of  the  tninks  was  a lot  of  soiled  clothes,  shirts, 
etc.,  and  ouiside  clothes.  I assisted  the  Chief  Inspeclof  to 
count  the  ))ackages  of  cigarettes,  d'he  seizure  room  of  the 
Ousloms  Mouse  is  in  the  tliiiMl  story  under  the  roof  and  rather 
warm,  and  when  not  used  is  c'osed;  therefore  the  atmosphere 
therein  is  always  close.  I do  not  exactly  recollect,  but  I 
looked  into  tho>e  trunks  on  more  Lhan  one  occisi<)ii.  ''Phis 
examination  of  the  trunks  tO'»k  j)lace  on  the  15th,  the  day 
foll'iwing  their  ai-rival  from  Havana. 

Aboni  the  ‘i'id  and  *2dd  1 began  to  feel  “ailing,”  and  must 
have  ha<l  some  fever  on  the  morning  of  the  2Uh,  for  I was 
<lozing  in  my  chair  in  my  office  all  tlie  morning.  In  the  after- 
noon (24lh)  I had  to  give  up  ami  go  to  bed,  but  I did  not 
send  for  Dr.  Sweeting  foi’  sevei'al  davs  afterwards,  not  know- 
ing  what  I had,  and  not  recognizing  (he  sickness  as  yellow 
fever.  I was  very  iil,  and  am  told  tint  I had  all)uminous 
urine.  I know  that  I was  much  prostrated,  so  mucii  so  that 
I could  scarcely  turn  in  be  I.  an  I indiffei-ent  to  many  things 
going  on  around  me.  Skin  yellow,  wliitdi  has  not  passed  off 
yet.  Voung  Eagan  handled  some  contents  of  those  tninks  in 
my  presence,  sneli  as  neckties,  of  whicii  there  were  seveial. 
Me  sickened  on  the  *JGth. 

Sixth — ddie  inaill)ag  story  which  seems  to  have  gone  the 
rounds  of  the  pi'css  elsewlnoe,  was  this:  'Pile  Mascotte  cime 

in  on  one  <»f  her  trips  from  Havana  abo\it  tiiat  time;  anyway, 
it  was  just  before  I was  tak»m  sitdv,  and  when  I went  on  board 
as  f generallv  did.  I saw  this  bag  lying  outside  of  the  mail 
clerk’s  office,  an<l  je^lingly  he  said,  “Sec  tii.it  bay?  It  con- 
tains enough  genus  to  infect  the  whole  island  of  Key  West,’’ 
or  words  to  that  elfect  (m  ly  be  I have  not  given  the  exact 
language)  and  giving  as  a re.ison  ihatthe  b.ag  contained  lettei's 
and  mail  wliicli  had  l)eeh  accumnlating  at  Havana  for  over  a 
year,  and  was  now  on  its  way  t'o  Wasliington.  I paid  no  at- 
tention to  him,  as  I knew  he  was  jesting,  but,  however,  did 
not  touch  the  bag,  kick  or  handle  it;  therefore  the  stories  in 
legard  to  my  distiirl)ing  this  pai  tie.id.ir  mail  b.ag  are  very  silly. 
'I’he  bag  was  not  taken  from  tlie  deck  during  the  stay  of  the 
steamer  in  port,  was  not  brought  asliore,  therefore  it  could  not’ 
haye  been  a di.''tribiiting/dc/0'?.  Ag.iin,  if  any  one  could  con- 
tract yellow  fever  from  those  letters,  the  clerks  at  tin*  Dead 
IjCtter  Ofhee  in  Washington  should  have  been  the  sufferers. 
I have  not  heard  of  any  one  being  sick  with  yellow  fever  there. 

Seventh — It  is  said  that  a iMr.  Edwards,  a commercial  man, 
introduced  yellow- fever  into  the  hotel  just  prior  to  my  sick- 
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ening,  but  I saw  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  sickness  was  in  nowise 
like  mine,  or  the  others  who  fell^  sick  after  me.  He  was  sick 
a day  or  two,  and  was  attended  by  Dr.  F^ogarty;  he  then  went 
out,  and  tlie  next  dav,  I believe,  went  down  again,  and  sent 
for  Dr.  Maloney.  No,  he  was  not  like  any  of  the  rest  of  us, 
when  wo  were  sick. 

m 

Of  course  I may  be  wrong  in  my  conclusions,  as  every  one 
is  liable  to  be  mistaken  on  any  subject,  ami  there  may  have 
been  eases  here  prior  to  my  sickness  and  that  of  young  Kagan, 
of  which  I am  not  informed,  but  I am  firmly  persuaded  that 
I caughtNpy  illness  from  the  trunks  which  I examined  on  the 
16th  of  August  of  this  year. 

(Signed)  AVili.iam  M.  Browder, 

Special  Inspector  of  Customs. 

Key  W est,  Fla.,  January  6,  1900. 

I,  Jeremiah  Buckley,  employe  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  of  Florida,  do  certify  that  on  the  night  of  August  14, 
1899.  the  Plant  steamsliip  Olivette,  from  Havana,  loaded 
two  tninks  for  the  fumigation  room.  Next  morning,  the  loth, 
Mr.  Andrews,  Customs  Hoii'e  Inspector,  came  to  examine 
them,  and  after  lifting  some  dirty  idothes  in  the  trunk  he 
found  it  had  a false  bottom.  ^ Mr.  Andrews  said,  ^‘Buckley, 
there  is  a false  bottom  in  this  trunk;  get  a hammer  and  we 
will  open  it.”  I got  the  hammer  and  raised  up  the  false  bot- 
tom; underneath  was  full  of  cigarettes.  In  examining  the 
other  trunk  we  found  it  like  the  first,  with  a false  bottom  full 
•of  cFrarettes  and  dirtv  clothes.  Mr.  Andrews  said  he  would 
have  lo  take  them  to  the  Customs  House  after  waiting  to  see 
if  the  owner  would  come.  After  an  hour  the  owner  came 
and  Mr.  Andi-ews  took  him  to  the  Customs  House  to  see  the 
Collector,  jMr.  Allen;  and  Mr.  English,  another  insjiector, 
came  for  the  truiiks  with  a dray  and  took  them  to  the  Cus- 
toms House. 

(Signed)  jEREiiiAH  Buckley. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  January  11,  1900. 

\y.  Hunt  Harris, 

Notary  Public. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  M;irch  1,  190  ). 
J/r.  Leander  Andrews^  ' Chief  Inspector  U,  S.  Customs^  City: 
Dear  Sir — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  whether,  when  you 
examined  and  emptied  the  trunks  with  false  bottoms  which 
arrived  here  from  Havana  in  August  last,  and  were  seized  by 
you,  the  false  bottoms  of  those  trunks  had  the  appearance  of 
>having  been  recently  removed  and  replaced?  If  your  sus- 
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picion  had  not  been  aroused  from  oilier  cause  and  • c.ircura- 
stances,  would  the  interior  of  the  trunks,  after  the  clothing- 
han  been  removed,  excited  any  mistrust?  Could,  in  your 
opinion  the  false  bottom  of  the  trunks  have  been  replaced' 
except  by  an  expert  carpentei’,  joiner  or  trunk  maker,  without 
showing  that  such  had  been  tampered  with? 

Kindly  let  me  have  an  answer  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

Very  truly. 


Key  West,  Fla.,  Alarch  2,  1900. 

Deak  Sik — In  reply  to  your  communication  of  March  1st,. 
1900,  I will  state  concerning  the  trunks  that  my  sus|)icion 
was  aroused  by  the  trunks  being  too  shallow  on -the  inside 
compared  with  the  outside.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
the  trunks  seemed  perfectly  natural  otherwise!  I don’t  think 
from  the  appearance  of  the  trunks  on  the  inside  that  my  sus- 
picions Avould  have  been  aroused  except  by  the  cause  stated 
above. 

As  to  m}’^  opinion  in  regard  to  replacing  the  false  bottom, 

I will  s:iy  it  must  have  been* done  by  an  experienced  hand,  as 
I don’t  remember  having  seen  any  signs  of  it  having  been  re- 
moved. 

Very  trulv, 

- (I^igned)  Leaxher  Andkew.s, 

Acting  Chief  Inspector  of  Customs. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  1,  1900. 
jl/r.  Jerri/  Bncklei/^  in  Char/ic.qJ'  Disinfectinr/  IZooni^  CU>/: 

Dear  Sir — AVhen  you  saw  the  trunks  which  came  from 
Havana  last  August  and  wei’C  seized  by  Chief  Ipspectoi’ .An- 
drews, of  the  United  States  Customs  House  here,  whataroused 
your  su>picion  that  there  was  a false  bottom  to  either  trunk? 
Were  there  any  indications  that  the  false  bottoms  had  been 
recently  removed  and  replaced?  Could  you,  without  paper 
and  joiner  tools,  have  removed  the  false  bottom,  taken  out 
the  cigarettes,  disinfected  the  trunks,  returned  the  cigarettes 
and  replaced  the  bottoms  with  ])apei‘ing,  so  that  thoe  would 
not  have  been  a hint  evei\  at  disturbance? 

A prompt  answei’  is  requested.  • 

-Very  trulv. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  ^larch  2,  1900. 

— Not  before  the  two  trunks  were  opened  and  Mr.  An- 
drews searching  tln^m  did  I know  of  a false  bottom  in  them. 
F'got  the  ciiisei  and  raised  the  bottom.  We  examined  the- 
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bottom  first,  and  remarked  that  it  was  no  green  hand  that  put 
the  paper  on  it  so  even  and  smooth.  To  all  appearance  the 
paper  was  on  some  time.  It  .was  dry  and  ha'rd,  and  no  per- 
son could  open  that  false  bottom  without  breaking  the  paper 

round  the  edge,  which  was  not  broken. 

I am,  very  respecfully,  your  humble  seivaut, 

(Signed)  Jerry  Buckley. 


\ 


DR.  JACKSON’S  REPORT. 

Miami,  Fla.,  January  20,  1900. 

Dr.  J^oseph  Y.  Porter State  Health  Officer. 

Dear  Sir— In  accordance  with  your  request  that  I furnish 
you  with  an  annual  resume  of  the  health  and  sanitaiy  condi- 
tions of  the  lower  portion  of  Dade  county,  permit  me  to  state 
that  this  can  be  best  accomplished  by  a compilation  ot  my 
monthly  reports  for  the  year  l:x99,  except  as  to  the  latter  por- 
tion durino-  which  no  returns  were  forwarded  to  Jackson ville, 
in  consequence  of  the  pre.ssure  of  other  things  brought  about 
by  the  epidemic  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  in  the  largest 

community  under  my  jurisdiction. 

The  first  matter  of  especial  note  to  be  touched  upon  by  me 
relate  to  the  appearance  of  smallpox  at  i\Iiami  early  m the 
new  year.  As  was  the  ca.-^e,  I believe,  elsewhere  in  Honda, 
it  was  brought  from  abroad. The  first  case  was  a negro, 
picked  up  in  North  Miamiyin  the  postulai  stage.  t y as  le 
ported  that  he  had  run  away  from  the  work  train,  where  a 
neerro  had  smallpox,  at  or  near  Fort  Pierce,  Brevard  county. 
About  ten  ca.<es  followed.  General  vaccination  was  resorted 
to,  and  it  is  estimated  that  there  were  not  less  than  hve  hun- 
dred primary  vaccinations.’  \Ve  had  ten  cases  in  a . nice 
then  we  have  had  no  more  smallpox.  There  Ymre  no  other 
contagious  or  infectious  diseases  up  to  the  advent  of  dengue. 
But,  before  alluding- to  this  disease,  it  may  be  remarked  that 
the  general  health  ^of  Miami  was  not  up  to  the  usual  average 
for  a long  time  after  the  departure  of  the  soldiers,  h onu- 
nately,  and,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  thorough  cleansing  ot  the 
to wir  practiced  immediately  after  the  departure  ot  the  troops, 
we  experienced  less  tvphoid  and  kindred  feveia  than  was  an 
ticipated,  and  subsequently  the  general  sanitiry  condition  ot 
the  whole  of  lower  Dade  county  could  hardly  be  bettered. 

About  the  middle  of  July  I noticed  cases  of  fever,  which 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season  I could  not  consider  a 
“grippe,”  and  was.  rather  too  prevalent  for  malaria,  becaus 
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of  the,  rareness  with  which  this  latter  is  met  with  in  Dade 
county.  The  amount  of  pain  complained  of  and  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  cases  sprang  up  excited  my  suspicion,  and  I 
^ egan  close  investigation.  I found  that  none  of  these  people 
had  in  any  wuy  been  connected  with  the  shipping  or  with  the 
wharves  of  the  town,  and  could,  therefore,  hardly  have  been 
exposed  to  any  of  the  communicable  diseases  likely  to  be 
loug  It  in  in  that  way.  When  on  Sunday  morning,  Juh''22d, 
vibited  three  of  these  patients  and  found  them  with  a dis- 
tinct la.sh  and  also  a remission  of  fever,  there  was  no  further 
oubt  in  ni}^  mind  as  to  a correct  diagnosis.  I immediately 
comrmimcated  with  the  State  Health  Ollicer,  thinking  that  he 
was  m Key  West,  requesting  him  to  stop  as  he  passed  through 
Jliami  but  rny  letter  was  returned,  he  having  already  gone 
through,  and  I immediately  forwarded  it  to  the  ollice  of  the 
Board  in  .lackson  ville.  The  disease — closely  watched  by  me — 
continued  to  spread,  and  I made  several  reports  about  it  to 
you.  On  the  morning  of  August  2d,  upon  going  to  my  office,' 

1 found  the  Assistant  State  .Health  OfficeiCDr.  J.  L.  Horsey, 
awaitiiig  my  arrival.  I explained  the  situation  and  took  him 
to  see  such  cases  as  I then  had  on.hand.  Up  to  this  time  I 
had  not  called  the  prevailing  sickness  dengue,  nor  did  I or 
^ Assistant  State  Health  Officer  Horsey,  because  of  the  appre- 
hension that  the  vvmrd  dengue  usually  arouses  in  the  public 
mind,  so  many  ihinking  that  there  may  be  a possible  mistake, 
and  the  disease  be  or  is  connected  with  yellow  fever.  This 
course  was  endorsed  by  the  Assistant  State  Health  OHicer,  as 
well  as  yourself,  when  you  visited  lAIiami  later  and  investi- 
gated dengue.  This  was  on  August  24th,  when  you  spent 
the  day  in  Aliami,  and  after  having  seen  several  cases  with 
me,  one  of  which  was  in  my  house,  declared  the  disease 
engue.  J his  case  in  my  house,  which  you  saw  and  declared 
to  be  dengue,  had  a seizure  of  yellow  fever,  as  you  know, 
dining  the  yellow  fever  epidemic.  In  a large  majority  of  the 
cases,  especially  those  of  a severer  tyjie,  I took  bedside  notes 
and  prepared  careful  clinical  histories.  I did  not  do  this, 
however,  in  the  milder  cases,  or  in  those  which  I only  visited 
once  or  twice.  On  the  morning  of  September  1st,  at  9 o’clock, 

I leceived  a telegram  from  the  office  in  Jacksonville,  which 
was  sent  too  late  for  delivery  the  night  previous,  stating  the 
fact  of  two  eases  and  one  death  from  yellow  fever  in  Key 
West,  and  ordering  strict  quarantine  and  directing  me  to  look 
after  rnatters  accordingly.  I immediately  ^yired  the  office  for 
authority  to  hire  a launch  to  board  incoming  vessels  and  do  a 
certain  amount  of  patrol  work  on  the  bay.  This  was  instantly 
granted.  Alter  this,  knowing  that  the  steamer  “City  of  Key 
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West”  had  arrived  directly  from  Key  West  the  day  before, 
Thursday  morning,  August  31st,  1 went  to  the  dock  and  no- 
tified the  captain  of  the  “City  of  Key  West”  of  the  existence 
of  yellow  fever  in  Key  West.  I also  called  at  th'e.purser’s  of- 
fice and  requested  that  he  give  me  a copy  of  the  passenger 
list  of  his  last  trip.  This  he  did,  and  I found  there  had  been 
two  passengers  destined  for  Miami.  I then  returned  to  my 
office,  with  the  determination  to  look  up  those  passengers,  or 
such  as  had  stopped  in  ]\[iami,  but,  unfortunately,  after  a short 
search,  finding  the  people  had  moved  from  their  former  resi- 
dence, I was  called  to  an  obstetrical  case,  with  which  I was  de- 
tained until  late  in  the  nio;ht.  Early  the  followins:  mornins: 
( September  2d)  1 completed  m\''  search,  and  after  a two 
hours’  hunt  I was  successful  in  locating  both  passengers. 
One  I found  well  and  around.  The  other,  S.  R.  Anderson, 
was  in  bed,  giving  about  the  following  clinical  histoiy:  He 

had  awakened  some  time  Thursday  night  with  a chiil.  He 
then  had  feyer,  and  had  remained  in  the  house  all  day  on  Fri- 
day, and  on  Saturday  he  was  still  in  the  house,  but  able  to  get 
up  and  sit  around  the  room,  and  then  loll  ayain  on  the  bed. 
I informed  him  of  the  presence  of  yel'ow  fever  in  Key  West, 
and  told  him  that  I was  afrai<!  he  might  have  the  same  troiilile. 
He  assured  me  that  he  had  been  around  no  sickness,  and  to 
his  knowledge  he  had  not  been  exposed,  even  if  there  was  yel- 
low fever  in  Key  West.  His  own  family  had  previou.-l}’’  and 
during  his  absence  had  dengue.  I told  him  1 could  not  be 
positive  of  the  nature  of  his  attack,  but  requested  that  he 
would  not  allow  any  of  the  family  to  leave  tlie  house,  m»r  any 
one  from  town  to  come  in,  until  after  I could  positi  vely  decide. 
That  night  (Satiirda}’,  September  2d),  after  thinking  it  over, 
I employed  William  Lowe  and  John  Sand,  who  were  Key 
Westers  and  supposed  t > be  immunes,  placing  them  as  g‘uards 
over  the  premises,  with  insti’uctions  that  they  carefully  guard 
the  house,  allow  no  one  to  entei’  '^or  leave  without  my  per- 
mission, and  at  the  same  time  to  do  so  with  as  litile  pub- 
licity as  possible.  I coniinued  to  visit  the  patient  from  two 
to  four  times  a da}%  watching  and  noting  hi?  s^’inptoms  care- 
full3\  A great  many  times  I found  him  sitting  up,  and  each 
time  assuring  me  that  I need  have  no  apprehension;  that  he 
had  been  much  sicker  many  times  in  his  life.  He  was  abso- 
lutely positive  that  he  could  not  have  yellow  fever.  On  Sun- 
\ t a m i n e d his  urine  and  found  no  albumen.  On  .'Sunday 
afternoon  he  told  me  that  he  had  eaten  quite  a quantity  of 
vegetables  and  bacon  for  dinner,  and  also  syrup  and  cakes 
for  his  suj^per.  That  night  he  had  a vomiting  spell,  pulse  be- 
came very  weak,  and  his  tenq)erature  went  up.  Having  been 
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informed  tliat  the  Assistant  State  Health  OlHcer  would  ar- 
rive here  on  Monday  evening,  and  knowing  his  skiil  and 
ability  as  a diagnostician  in  yellow  fever,  I decided 
to  allow  tlie  case  to  remain  in  stati.o  quo  until  his  ar- 
rival. 3Ionday  I did  not  examine  his  urine,  but  visited 
him  as  usual.  ^Monday  night  at  10  o’clock  I met  the  train 
and  received  Assistant  State  Health  Olhcer  Horsey  and 
Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Stimpson,  of  the  United  States 
Alarine  Hospital  Service.  I immediately  communicated  my 
fears  to  Dr.  Iloi'sey,  and  gave  him  the  clinical,  history  and 
charts  of  the  patient.  After  talking  the  matter  over,  he  de- 
cided that  it  wouhi  not  be  best  to  see  the  patient  that  night, 
but  that  we  would  see  him  earlv  the  next  morniner.  We 

%>  » j 

called  on  Tuesday  morning,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Stimpson, 
who,  by  the  way,  said  that  he  had  never  seen  a ca-^e  of  yellow 
fever  or  dengue,  but  that  he  was  here,  and  would  do  any- 
thing he  could  to  assist,  and  if  it  was  ^m’low  fever  he  would 
like  to  see  the  case.  After  seeing  the  patient  and  getting  a 
specimen  of  urine,  we  returned  to  my  ofHje,  and  again  g'>ing 
over  the  clinical  history,  and  examining  the  urine — which 
contained  a good  percxintage  of  albumen — there  was  no  longer 
any  doubt. 

^\^e  then  held  a council,  and  decided  the  best  disposition 
to  mike  of  the  patient  would  be  to  obtain  a boat  ami  remove 
him  down  the  bay  and  disinfect  and  guard  the  premises.  This 
was  done.  The  patient  and  his  entire  family  were  placed  on 
a sch  toner,  which  was  anchored  down  the  bay,  immunes  only 
being  used  in  the  removal.  The  house  was  thoroughly  disin- 
fected and  kept  closed  and  guarded,  ami  afterwir<ls,  before 
the  return  of  the  family,  was  reilisinfected.  Xot  only  was 
the  house  disinfected,  but  the  yard  also  was  thoroughly 
cleaned,  all  trash  being  bur/ted,  the  grouml  under  the  house 
and  all  over  the  yard  thoroughly  wetted  with  a bichloride 
solution  and  thoroughly  coateil  with  li  ne.  Tiiere  were  other 
cases  of  fever  in  the  neighborhood  of  Anderson’s  house  at  this 
time,  and  these  were  then  seen  by  Assistant  State  Health 
OtUc.er  Horsey  and  Di*.  Stimpson,  both  agreeing  with  me  that 
thev  wei-e  dengue.  I shouhl  mention  that  on  Saturdav  after- 
noon,  September  2d,  I received  a telegram  from  Surgeon  Cai-- 
ter,  of  the  Alarine  Hospital  Service,  then  at  Key  \Mest,  stat- 
ing that  a launch,  with  ten  passengers,  had  escaped  from  Key 
M^est  and  left  for  the  Floiada  Keys,  and  recpiesting  me  to 
look  out  for  them.  I immediately  employed  a launch  and  an 
experienced  pilot  and  sent  them  in  search  of  the  refugees. 
They  were  caught  off  Elliott  Key,  brought  up  to  the  cpiaran 
tine  ground  and  there  placed  in  quarantine  and  a new  guard 
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placed  over  the  boat  to  prevent  any  possibility  of  escape. 
Having  served  their  time  in  detention,  their  baggage  and  boat 
were  redisinfected  and  they  were  allowed  to  land.  I also, 
upon  the  advice  of  the  Assistant  State  Health  Odicer,  pi  iced 
land  guards  at  Cutler  and  Cocoanut  Grove,  and  patrol 
launches  in  the  bay,  to  intercept  any  possible  refugees.  Dr. 
Stimpson  assuring  me  that  the  M irine  Hospital  Servi  *.e  would, 
at  least,  bear  this  expense.  He  telegraphel  to  Washington 
at  once  for  this  authority,  Out  it  was  never  given,  an  1 eventu- 
ally the  bilU  had  to  be  pai<l  by  the  State,  f afterwir  Is  c >m- 
municated  with  you,  telling  yon  of  the  expense  we  were  in- 
curring in  this  manner,  and  that  I thought  it  necessary,  and 
asking  your  sanction,  which  was  givmi.  After  the  decision 
that  Anderson  had  yellow  fever,  I went  to  the  City  Council 
and  laid  the  matter  before  them,  telling  them  the  importance 
of  strict  sanitation  and  careful  oversight  of  future  ca-:es  of 
sickness  in  tlie  town.  They  readily  agreed,  and  placed  at  our 
disposal  ihree  sanitary  house-to-h'ouse  patrolinen,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  make  a daily  house-to-honse  inspection  ami  report 
to  my  ohice  all  cases  of  sickness  and  locality  and  the  sanitary 
and  health  condition  of  their  respective  portions  of  the  town, 
d'his  was  continued  for  ten  days.  To  be  certain  that  there 
could  be  no  cases  of  doubtful  sickness.  Dr.  Slampson  and  the 
writer  made  a house-to-house  canvass.  We  did  not  find  any- 
thing suspicious,  and  on  the  morning  of  ‘September  16th  we 
issued  the  following  bulletin: 

O 

“AIiaoit,  Fla.,  September  16,  1899. 

“Having  completed  a careful  house-to-house  inspection,  and 

after  close  observation  and  examination  of  every  case  of  sick- 

«/ 

ness  occurring  in  the  city  of  Aliami  during  the  past  ten  flO) 
days,  which  is  now  the  time  elapsed  since  the  discovery  and 
isolation  at  quarantine  in  the  ba3q  five  miles  below  the  city, 
of  the  one  case  of  yellow  fever  imported  by  refugee  from  Key 
West,  we  hereb}’  authorize  the  statement  that  there  is  not 
now,  nor  has  there  been,  any  other  case  of  suspicious  sickness 
m the  city  of  Aliami.  The  general  health  conditions  are 
ound  to  be  exceptionally  good. 

J.  L.  Horsey, 

Assistant  State  Health  Oflicer. 

J.  AI.  Jacksox,  Jr., 

Agent  State  Board  of  Health. 

W.  G.  Stiaipsox, 

P,  A.  Surgeon,  U.  S.  M.  H.  S. 
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“Dnring  this  period  of  house-to-house  inspection  we  made- 
it  a point,  wliere  a case  of  sickness  was  reported  and  no  phy- 
sician attending,  to  visit  the  case  and  make  a diagnosis.  We 
had  requested  the  physicians  of  the  city  to  report  to  Dr. 
ILu’sey  anything  that  they  might  have  that  was  in  the  least 
doubtful,  and  he  would  vi>it  the  party  and  express  his  judg- 
ment. Durinc:  this  whole  time  nolliing  suspicious  occurred, 
and  Dr.  Horsey  left  Miami  on  the  morning  of  September 
17th,  returning  to  Jacksonville.  Dr.  Stimpson  visited  the 
quarantine  station  and  helped  me  to  inspect  such  boats  as  ar- 
rived; he  also  visited  such  cases  of  mine  as  he  liked,  and  as- 
sisted me  in  the  examination  of  urine  collected  from  different 
patients,  for,  I might  here  remark,  that  it  was  my  custom  both 
before  and  after  the  advent  of  the  Anderson  case,  in  all  cases 
of  dencue,  to  beiiin  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day  and 
examine  their  urine  for  at  least  three  days,  if  not  every  day 
during  the  entire  illness.  In  none  of  these  cases  of  dengue  was 
I al)l(T  to  get  the  slightest  trace  of  albumen,  either  by  the 
layer  or  the  heart  and  nitric  acid  tests,  picric  acid  test.  All 
went  well  until  the  night  of  September  20th,  when  -Mrs. 
Fowler  visited  mv  office  and  informed  me  that  a Mr.  Ilar- 
\ grove  was  sick  m the  Hotel  Miami.  While  she  did  not 
■'know  that  there  was  much  the  matter,  still  thinking  that  I 
ought  to  know  of  all  cases  of'  sickness,  she  came  to  inform 
me,  saying  she  would  be  better  satisfied  if  1 would  call  and 
see  hiin.  This  I did,  finding  Hargrove  with  a tempei-ature  of 
1U4  degrees  and  a pulse  of  120,  complaining  of  general  ach- 
ing all  over;  which  is  very  miich  like  the  advent  of  dengue, 
and  1 prescribed  for  him.  Having  never  been  the  gentle- 
man’s regular  attendant  he  seemed  rather  reticent,  and,  when 
leavino-,  "informed  me  that  if  he  needed  my  services  again  he 
would  send.  Not  wishing  to  use  my  official  capacity  to 
further  mv  professional  ends  1 did  not  call  to  see  him  until 
the  rnoiMiing  of  the  22d,  when  I was  told  by  some  of  his 
friends  that  he  was  quite  sick  and  in  bed.  I then  dropped 
into  the  . other  physicians’  office  in  town  and  quietly  asked  if 
they  had  been  to  see  him.  None  having  been,  I deeided  that 
it  was  bestU)  return  and  see  him.  I found  that  he  had  taken 
but  little  of  tlie  medicine  1 had  left;  bowels  very  much  con- 
stipated, very  weak,  all  pain  gone,  except  frontal  headache.  I 
ordered  a solution  of  rochelle  salts  and  told  him  1 would  re- 
turn again  in  the  afternoon,  requesting  that  he  save  me  some 
urine  that  I might  examine  it.  , His  pulse  was  so  high  at  both 
visits  on  the  22d,  I was  unwilling  to  call  it  suspicious  until 
I had  made  an  examination  of  his  urine,  and  there  being  but 
slight  jaundice,  although  a very  great  injection  of  the  eye.  I 
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Teturne'l  in  the  afternoon  and  was  still  unihle  t ) get.  ajiy 

urine,  l)iit  lie  seemed,  thtiii  to  have  a slight  'lelirinm,  and  wms 

more  jaimdieed.  I them  placeil  two  iimnnne  gminls  over  the  • 

patient  with  instructions  to  allow  no  one 'to  .'^ee  hi  n until  the 

case  had  been  diau;;no.''ed.  I returned  to  Dr.  Stinip'Oii’s  olh.  e, 

coinniunicated  to  him  my  fears  that  thei'e  was  a pos-ible  ca>e 

and  requested  that  he  visit  the  patient.  After  nmner<»ns  v.is- 

its  and  iriaLs,  ab  )iit  9 p.  m.  of  the  ’2  2 1,  we  Jobt  lined  fo.ur 

omi'ces  of  mine,  wliie.h  upon  examination,  revealed  a quantity 

of  albumen.  I immedialelv  wired  Dr,  ILirsey,  the  Assistant 
• • * » * * • 

State  Health  Oflicei’,  reque>ting  ihat  he  return  at  once,  ir  i)os- 

si  )le,  bv  s|>ecial  train.  -t  receiving  an  answer  by  9 o’clock 
th  i next  inoniing,  I wired  K»‘\^  West,  reque-tmg  you  to  come. 
9'he’case  remained  about  the  same  Saturday  (the  23d) , an  J 
on  tile  arrival  of  Dr.  Horsey  on  the  10:3U  |>.  m.  li-ain  lie  as- 
sumed charge.  Dr.  Moi’sey,  after  seeing  the  ease  that  night, 
diri'cted  tiiiL  gu  irds  he  jdaced  around  the  houd,  in  that  way 
catching  evea's'  one  who  was  in  the  -hou-ie.  This  was  done 
and  all  per>otis  kept  wiihin  the  house  until  rein  >ved 
• down  the  bav  in  quarantine  several  days  later,  where  they 
were  held  under  gnai-d  for  ten  d lys.  Overtures  were  made  to 
II  irgrwve  and  the  s line  i)  )at  ih  it  Anderson  w is  isolated  on 
wa-p  'ep  ue  1 to  carrv'  him  down  the  b ly,  but  he  refus'^d  to  be 
lemoved,  saying  he  would  go  only  by  force,  and  that  force  he 
would  I'esist  to  the  bitter  end.  Tl.eim  was  a great  <ieal  of 
doubt  as  to  wlielber  II  irgrove  really  had  y**llow  fever,  some 
a 'seiaing  lliat  he  had  Bright’s  disease,  and  tlie  failure  to  get 
the  low  pul.se — as^  iii  cases  of  typical  yellow  fever — and  the 
rumor  of  his  heavy  drinking  and  having  had  some  aguadi- 
enle  immediately  jirior  to  his  taking  siek,  and  the  presence  of 
dengue  in  town,  all  combined,  made,  to  nn^  mind,  a confusi  in 
of  facts  which  rendered  it  extremel}’^  doubtful  whether  or  not 
llargian'e  had  ^mllow  fever.  In  fact,  I said  to  Dr.  Horsey 
that  when  other  caiTes  occurred  from  the  Hargrove  case  then 
wi)uld  1 believe  that  Hargrove  had  yellow  fever — with  all  due 
deference  to  his  diagnosis  and  his  experience  with  the  dis- 
ease. The  case  was  closely  watched  throughout  Sunday,  and 
the  Monday  following  Dr.  Horsey  pronounced  it  a case  of  yel- 
Ibw  fever.  . The  man  died  with  black  vomit  the  following 
day  ('Fuesday),  and  was  buried  within  five  hours,  none  but 
imraunes  having  any  connection  with  his  funeral.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  connect  Hargrove’s  case  in  any  way  with  the  Anderson 
case  (occurring  three  weeks  previously  and  about  a half  mile 
distant  in  point  of  residences).  Nor  had  Hargrove  been  out 
of  Miami,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  the  information 
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obtainable,  during  the  month  priorXo  liis  illness.  We  invest 
iirated  closely  for  some  source  of  infection.  This  we  were  un- 
able to  find,  and  1 can  only  give  as  the  possible  source  of  in- 
fection the  steamer  ‘d^aiira,”  a cattle  boat  which  arrived  in 
Miami  on  September  10th,  and  was  at  once  inspected  and  held 
two  days  to  complete  her  time  after  disinfection  at  Niievitas. 
This  boat  was  inspected  by  both  Doctors  Horsey  and  Snmp- 
son,  who  acconifianied  me  on  each  visit.  Dr.  Horsey,  upon 
seeing  the  boat  and  noticing  how  mechanically  clean  she  was,, 
decided  that  it  was  npt  necessary  to  redisinfect,  as  per  Smte 
Health  Officer’s  orders,  which  had  just  been  received,  requir- 
ino- all  vessels  from  national  quarantine  stations  to  be  disin- 
fected because  of  the  assumption  that  yellow  fever  at  Key 
West  had  cained  entrance  into  Kew  West  through  careless- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  Government  officers  at  Havana.  Ac- 
comiianying  this  I enclose  yon  the  hill  of  health  of  the‘Tjaura 
and  her  disinfection  certiHcate,  upon  which,  tin'  Government 
guarantee  of  safety,  this  vessel  was  entered  at  Miami  without 
Jedisinfection.  Mv  re.a^on  for  ascribing  the  sourcevof  mtec-  ^ 
tion  to  the  “Laura”  is  due  to  the  fact  that  Hargrove  was 
known  not  to  have  vi.dted  anywhere  in  the  Anderson  neigh- 
borhood, but  he  is  known  to  have  freqneiite<l  the  “Laura 
while  she  was  in  this  port,  between  the  18th  and  loth,  and 
being  taken  sick  on  the  20th— about  the  speciHcd  time  for  the 
incubation  of  ihe  disease— it  would  naturally  lead  to  the  im- 
pression,  where  no  other  possible  source  of  infection  could  be 
found,  that  he  must  have  received  the  poison  c iu'^ing  his  death 
from  the  “Laura.”  The  crew  of  the  “Laura,”  being immunes, 
will  not  support  the  argument  that  the  vessel  itself  was  not 
infected.  Hargrove  was  known  to  have  been  on  and  spe.nl 
the  evening  ^r  part  of  the  night  on  the  “Laura  — 
hour<  so  fruitful  for  contracting  this  disease.  There  are  two 
people  in  Miami  who  believe  that  they  also  contracted  and 
had  yellow  fever  in  a light  form,  without  medical  attendance, 
a short  time  after  they  had  visited  the  “Laura,”  and  here  is 
another  possible  source  of  the  introduction  of  tlie  disease. 
These  parties,  hpwever,  are  known  to  have  been  on  the 
“Laura”  onlv  during  sunlight  hours.  The  hoii>e-to-house  in-, 
spections  wtu-e  immediately  resumed  on  suspecting  the  sick- 
ness from  which  Hargrove  was  ailing,  namely,  on  Monday 
(September  25th),  the  day  Dr.  Horsey  decided  that  Hargrove 
bid  yellow  fever,  and  were  maintained  the  usual  period  witliout 
revealing  anything  of  suspicious  nature,  and  I again 
that  Miami  had  passed  throiiiih  the  experience  that  had  fol- 
lowed the  Anderson  case,  and  that  owing  to  our  splendid  san- 
itary conditions  and  the  precautions  exercised,  we  had  escaped 
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any  spread  from  these  foci.  On  the  Monday  fol- 

lowdng  the  discontinuance  of  the  last  house-to-house 

inspections,  1 was  requested  by  one  of  the  local 

ph3'sicians  to  see  one  of  his  cases  with  him  “in 
cousultataton.”  Being  at  a very  early  hour,  I post- 
poned ihe  consultaiion  • until  9 a.  m.  After  having  a talk 
witli  the  phy."ician  in  question,  I decided  to  I’equesL  Dr.  Hor- 
sey to  also  see  the  patient,  which  was  done.  AVhile  I was  ab- 
sent from  my  oHice  they  went  to  see  the  case  without  me. 
Upon  rt'turniiig  to  the  office  Dr.  Horsej^  told  me  that  he  con- 
sidered the  ca.NC  suspicious,  and  he  invited  Drs.'Van  Esdt^rf 
and  Siiinpson  to  see  the  case  with  him.  They  all  decided 
that  it  was  suspieimn,  and  when  he  died  that  afternoon  about 
6 (j’clock  (the  IGth  of  October),  a post-mortem  was  determined 
upon,  which  was  held  that  evening  about  9 o’clock,  electric 
light.  I \vas  present  at  the  aiUops}’^!,  as  were  Drs.  Horsey, 
Skaggs,  Stimps  m and  Van  Esdorf.  Dr.  Horse}’’  used  tL 
knife  and  we  wei’c  onlookers.  There  was  considerable  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  what  the  post-ni"rteni  examination  re- 
vealed. I heiewith  append  the  notes  as  taken  by  me  at  this 
necropsy.  1 did  not  then  from  the  auto])sy,  nor  do  I nowq 
from  following  the  hi-«tor\’’  of  the  c ise  and  subsequent  events, 
believe  that  Mr.  hdve  died  of  yellow  feA'cr,  for  of  all  the  ex- 
posures  of  non-iin mimes  to  this  case  there  is  none  that  I can 
trace  who  had  an  attack  of  vellow  fever  that  could  in  an}' 
way  be  associated  with  .Mr.  Five.  I so  wii’ed  yon  at’  the 
time  and  a^ked  you  to  come  hei’c,  if  quai-antine,  which  had 
been  in>Litiiled  the  niglit  before,  had  lieen  ]jlaced  ui)on  .Miami 
purely  on  the  Flye  c.ise.  Soon  after  or  -diont  the  lime  of  the 
death  of  Hai-gi-ov(^,  I)r.  Van  lUdorf,  of  the  Uidted  States  iMa- 
rine  Hospital  Service,  was  ordcreil  to  .Miimi  as  a yellow  fever 
“expei’t,”  and  from ‘the  arrival  of  this  gentleman  oi-  sooip  after 
his  arrival,  every  case  of  sicknes-;  ajipears  to  have  been  looked 
upon  by  idm  as  su>picious.  bt  fact,  it  wms  vory  ajiparent  to 
me  that  he  came  here  predetermined  to  lind  yellow  fever,  lie, 
as  well  as  Di\  Stimpson,  was  sliown  every  possible,  conrtesv, 
and  were  told  t>  ine  the  offie.e  as  their  own,  and  all  my  chai'ts, 
clinical  records  and  sucli  matters  of  histoi-y  as  [ had  kept  dur- 
ing the  dengue  epideniic  were  placed -at  their  di-posal.  Thev 
were  invited  to  see  tlie  different  cases  [ had  under  treatment,- 
and  to  visit  them  at  any  time  they  might’ deem  best,  for  if  we 
had  yellow  fever  in  Miami  or  anything  but  dengue,  I was  anx- 
ious to  know  It,  for  a>s  an  official  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
I was  under  an  obligation  to  the  balance  of  the  State  even 
more  than  to  iMiami.  All  went  very  well,  and  I thought  we 
were  getting  along  very  amicably  until  one  day  when  they 
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I came  into  my  office  and  communicated  to  me  their  suppicions 

of  a lady  j>atient  about  28  years  old,  who  they  suspected  had 
yellow  ft  ver,  based  piincipally  upon  the  statement  of  the  ]»a- 
tient  that  she  had  been  having  black  stools,  and  when  I told 
I tlmm  that  the  ]>atient  h^d  been  taking  calomel,  and  would 

I very  likely  have  black  stools,  you  can  but  imagine  my  surjn  ise 

when  I was  sneered  at  and  met  with  the  reply,  “I  don’t  be- 
lieve it.”  Up  to  this  time,  as  I said  before,  I had  extended 
* them  everv  courtesy,  but  when  I was  met  with  botli  language 

and  action*  that  I was  wilfully  or  willingly  lying,  you  cannot 
blame  me  for  resenting  it.  I afterwards. invesligatcci  this  very 
patient,  which  I have  a histoiy  of,  and  found  that  she  liad  an 
attack  of  diarrhoea  the  day  before  she  was  taken  sick,  and 
. : that  she  walked  150  feet  to  the  water  closet  to  have  these 

[ ' black  stools  u])on  wdiich  they  weie  willing  to  base  their  sus- 

i : picions.  following  closely  upon  this,  one  of  my  patients  visit- 

;!  ing  my  office  was  rather  indignant  at  the  idea  that  these  gen- 

tlemen would  visit  his  house,  request  him  to  go  to  their  office 
' and  when  there,  without  n.y  presence,  eiub  avor  to  get  a 

clini(al  hi-t- rv  of  his  sickness  some  four  weeks  piior,  by 
asking  liim  leading  questions,  so,  he  said,  that  reflected  upon 
! the  integrity  of  his  jirofessional  advisor  for  the  j'astfour  years. 

When  1 heard  this  J was  more  than  doubly  indignant, 
because  I had  given  these  Federal  officers  a very  care- 
fully kept  chart  and  clinical  hi."tory  of  this  jutieiit  wliiie 
he  was  sick.  After  heaiing  of  this,  and  other  simi- 
lar actions  and  things  done,  I relrained  from  further  }>ro- 
fessional  consultations  with  these  gentlemen.  As  1 had 
shown  tlnse  gentlemaii  typical  cases  of  rash,  of  dengue, 
and  also  the  examination  (.f  mine  of  these  cases,  I failed 
to  see  how,  as  I am  reliably  informed  thev’^  (ould  have  said 
gince  leaving  jMiami,  that  yellow  fever  had  exist(d  here 
: ij  since  last  Febiuary.  A number  of  these  eases  hav- 

' -ing  dengue  in  July,  August  and  Se})ternber,  and  some  of 

them  as  late  as  the  date  ot  Hargrove’s  illness,  afterwards  dur- 
ing the  yellow  fever  epidemic,  contracted  and  had  typical 
. cases  of  that  disease,  and  w^ere  seen  and  so  diagnosed  by  you. 

‘In  proof  of  this  assertion  I beg  to  append  a few  charts  of 
cases  which  had  dengue  and  a few  months  or  weeks  later  had 
I yellow  fever,  also  charts  of  a few  typical  cases  of  dengue  oc- 

' curring  at  different  times  during  the  e|)idemie. 

I.  Upon  the  anival  of  Di’.  Horsey  on  ISatuiday  night  (Septem 

her  23d)  and  the  placing  of  a guard  on  Ilotei  Miami,  the  citi- 
. xens  became  somewdiat  alarmed  and  a general  exodus  \ya.s. 

threatened.  A few  people  bugau  leaving  the  town  almost  irn- 
mediately,  some  going  by  private  conveyance,  others  on  foot,. 
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and  still  others  who  were  not  quite  so  timid,  waited  to  take 
the  morning  train.  Feeling  sure  that  there  was  not  other 
8(»urce  of  infection  outside  of  the  house  containing  the  Har- 
grove case,  and  that  to  restrain  the  movement  of  the  general 
public,  as  no  matter  wheie  they  might  go,  they  had  nothing 
in  their  systems  that  would  carry  danger  or  disease  to  other 
sections.  This  was  afterwards  borne  out  by  th^^  fae-t  that  none 
of  the-e  refugees  sickened,  and  that  most  of  them  overcame 
their  fear  and  r<  turned  to  Miami  in  time  to  be  enciicled  bj 
the  conlon  estab|i>lu*d  on  the  Kith  of  October. 

After  the  instimtiou  of  quarantine  by  the  Assistant  State 
Health  Officer,  on  instructions  from  you,  and  prior  to  your  ar- 
rival, Dr.  li.  I).  .Mui’ray,  of  the  .Marine  Hospital  Service,  vis- 
ited Miimi  ami  was  shown  every  courtesy  and  given  every 
facility  in  his  in votigatiou.  His  report  I then  did  not  concur 
in,  and  while  it  rn  iv  seem  presumpti"us  in  me,  a novice  in  the 
dise.'Jse,  to  di-agive  with  a man  of  Dr.  .Murray’s  experience, 
still  f <ii  1 so  then,  candidly  an<l  honestly,  and  I do  not  believe 
now  that' I was  entirely  mistaken,  nor  have  events  demon- 
81  rated  it.  I have  the  highest  regard  and  greatest  esteem  for 
that  gcmtleman,  as  a man  and  as  a fdivsician,  as  I said  to  him 
at  the  time,  I hoj)ed  he  wotdd  not  cotmidcr  me  rude  or  un- 
professional in  disagref'iug  with  his  diagnosis  of  some  of  his 
cases.  When  you  arrived,  on  the  night  of  October  19th,  such 
cas('s  as  I had  in  my  praeth-e  were  presimted  for  your  exam- 
inalion.  After  your  arrival  (October  I 9t h)  and  declaration  of 
yell  >w  fever,  in  epidemic  fonu,  in  .Miami,  I was  then  subject 
to  \oiir  orders,  ami  mv  acts  as  an  official  were  under  your  per- 
sonal supervision,  I wib,  therefore,  not  go  into  a further  history 
of  the  epidemic,  but  leave  you  to  state  for  yourself  what  oc- 
■curred  during  jnmr  stay  here. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  M.  Jackson,  Jk.,  M.  D, 
Agent  iSiate  Board  of  Health. 


Dk.  HORSEY’S  REPORT. 

Feunandi.va,  Flv.,  January  15,1900 
J)r.  Joseph  F.  Porter^  IStaie  Health  Officer^  Jacksonville 
Fla.  J 

Deai4  Doctok:  I Imve  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you 

herewith  mv  reiun  t,  relative  to  ihe  introduction  of  vellow  fever 
infection,  and  the  Subsequent  development  and  spread  of  the 
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disoase  at  Miami,  Fla.  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  Sep- 
tember 2d,  1899,  I went  to  Miami  for  the  purpose  of  insti- 
tiitinix  and  perfecting  necessary  quarantine  restricuons  at  tliat 
point,  ti>  prevent  the  ingi'ess  of  yellow  fever  infection  from 
Key  West.  Upon  my  arrival  at  Miami,  on  the  night  of  Sep- 
tember 4th,  I was  mel  by  Dr.  Jas.  M.  Jackson,  who  informed 
me  that  lie  had  a snsineious  case  of  fever  under  surveilance,  in 
the  person  of  a man  named  Anderson,  who  had  recently 
arrived  from  Key  \Vest.  I visited  the  case,  and  from  the 
subjective  sympt(uns  j)resent,  and  fi'om  the  concise  clinical 
notes  kej)t  by  Dr.  Jackson,  I immediately  m ide  a di  igno.>is  of 
yellow  feveiC  'riiis  min  and  his  entire  family  (wife  and  two 
claimhters)  were  iinimMliately  I’emov'ed  from  their  home, 
pla- ed  on  a small  schooner,  the  Drummer  which  was 
chartered  for  the  occ.ision,  and  the  entire  party  sent  down 
the  bay,  and  placed  in  (]uaiantine  at  a distance  of  about  live 
miles  tVom  .Miami.  U|)on  the  reim»val  of  these  peopb-,  all  of 
their  be<ls  and  bed  clothing  was  destroyed  by  tire.  All  other 
cbdhing  was  sterilized  by  sletim  and  liie  bouse  thoroughly  dis- 
infecied,  closed  and  put  umbo’ guard.  Anderson  ami  his  fam- 
ily were  kept  in  ipiaraiitine  foi’  a.  ))oi  iod  nf  eighteen  days,  and 
before  reiuniing  t > ?diami  all  of  i lieir  effects  wei  e again  put 
thrmigh  ihe  I'roces-  <4  steam  st<  riliz  ili<m. 

At  the  time  of  the  devidopmeut  of  the  Anderson  case 
there  existed  in  the  imimnliaie  vicinity  of  liis  home  several 
well  marked  cases  of  dengue  lever,  d hes(^  cases  had  deveb'))ed 
before  -Ainierson  anived  at  Ivey  \\  est.  d lu'-e,  with  other 
cases  of  the  same  ehai’:icter  which  <ievel"pcd  sub'-injueui ly, 
were  all  watche<l  very  c!o>ely,  and  accur:it(‘  diuic.al  notes 
taken,  but  in  none  of  tiiem  did  any  sym]Ui)ins  of  siispicdon 
apjiear,  the  ca>es  all  running  the  usual  course  of  dengue  and 
terminating  in  i*ecovery. 

Denyue  fevei'  had  existml  .‘it  iMiami  since  about  July  loth, 
and  had  been  during  this  lime  ri'jidrted  to  you  by  Dr.  Jack- 
son,  ami  ill  consciinence  of  t':i(‘'-e  reports  1 ^i.''iled  Miami  early 
in  Aneiisl,  in  accordance  with  your  orrler,  f-ir  ilie  pmrpose  of 
in vesligation . ^1  he  c.ascs  ot  dis(*.ase  seen  by  me  at.  that  time 

all  ])ii‘sented  the  typical  cliaracierislics  of  dengue,  d hese 
facts,  in  connection  with  the  clinical  notes  taken  by  Dr.  .lack- 
son,  of  lifiy  or  more,  cases  wliich  had  occurred  previously, 
made  the  tliagnosis  of  dengue  posiiiv'C,  ami  I so  repoi’ted  to 
you.  Subseqmmt  to  my  visit  and  lejiort,  or  during  the  latter 
part  of  August,  yon  had  the  opportunity  to  see  and  examine 
some  of  these  eases  of  fever,  and  at  the  time  eoncui-red  with 
Dr.  .lackson  and  myself  in  the  diagnosis  made  by  us. 

.After  the.  same  termination  of  the  Anderson  case,  and  after 
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carefully  watching  the  character  of  the  sickness  then  exist- 
ing at  Miami,  and  for  a period  of  fifteen  days  thereat  it  r, 

1 thought  it  safe  to  leave,  and  did  so,  on  September  I7tl>, 
then  reUirning  to  Jacksonville.  1 was,  however,  recalled  to 
jVli.nni  on  September  22d,  b}'  telegram  from  Dr.  Jackson,  tl  is 
time  to  see  and  examine  a case  presenting  symptoms  of  sus- 
picion. 

ddiis  was  the  case  of  Hargrove.  This  man  resided  at  the 
Hotel  xMiami.  He  had  been  taken  siek  suddenly  with  chill  at 

2 o'clock  on  the  morning  of  September  2dth.  Dr.  Jackson 
saw  tlie  case  on  the  night  of  Se]»teniber  20tli;  did  not  see  the 
paiieiit  on  September  21st,  but  saw  him  again  on  September 
22d;  at  this  lime  he  recognized  the  suspicions  nature  of  the 
case,  and  immediately  put  the  patient  under  guard.  Upon 
my'  arrival  on  the  night  of  September  2od  1 jjut  a guard 
ai'oiind  the  hotel,  and  thereby  caught  all  the  inmates,  the 
niimlier  of  ten  (lb;.  Tliese  were  sent  down  the  bay  and  put 
in  quarantine  on  tiie  steamer  Santa  Lin  ia,  and  kept  there  foi’ 
a j)ei‘iod  of  ten  days.  Hargrove  remained  at  the  hotel,  refil- 
ing to  be  moved.  He  died  on  t he  morning  of  Scpiembci- 2Glh, 
and  was  hinied  within  six  (G)  hours  after  death,  the  funeral 
being  condncte'l  by  eniirely  immune  persons.  After  the 
death  of  Hai’gi'ove he  Hotel  31iami  was  c'o-^ed  and  kept  un- 
der guard;  at  the  same  time  the  imlire  Inuise  and  its  c-mtents 
were  disinfected  by  u-'C  of  snlplim*,  formarm  and  bichloride 
mei‘eiir\%  and  every  precaution  taken  to  pre\’ent.  the  turlher 
spread  of  the  infe<‘tion  from  liiis 

The  source  of  infection  of  this  case  w:;s  at  first  very  nn- 
cenain.  Xo  povsiblc  connection  conbl  b‘  tr.icf-d  between  the 
Anderson  and  Hargrove  cases,  and  at  Grst  I was  ;it  a ioss  at 
acc'iint  for  the  infection,  hut  after  a careful  ami  thorongJi 
in vestigation,  I hecanie  e.oiiviiiced  that  H ii'groye  rccciveil  his 
case  and  the  infection  from  the  c;iu!c  steamei*  ^-Lanra,” 
which  anived  at  .Miami  on  September  12)th  from  X'licvitas, 
Cuba. 

The  liistoi’v  of  this  vessel  upon  arrival,  as  set  forth  in  hei- 
papers,  was  as  follows;  Dill  ot  He.ilth  is'iie  1 .SeoIeinbiM*  Sih, 
by  'r.  F.  Hiehardson,  Asst.  Surgeon  IJ.  S.  i\l:irine  Hospital  Ser- 
vice, that  the'saiiiiar;/  condition  of  the  vessel  and  of  the  crew 
WH^  good.  A eeriiti<‘.ate  of  disinfection,  also  issucl  by  the 
same  oiheer,  certifying  that  ‘‘qiiaranline  ivgnlations  of  the 
Treasury  Deparlimmt”  had  been  fully  complied  with,  and  the 
vessel  disinfeeted  in  accordance  witli  same.  Tliis  vessel 
was  given  pi’atiqne  and  admitted  to  the  port  upon  these  docu- 
ments. Up  to  this  lime  and  previous  thereto,  no  yellow  fever 
had  been  reported  as  existing  at  N^euyiias,  but,  strange  to  re- 
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late,  ill  the  “Public  Health  Reports,”  issued  by  the  Ma- 
rine Hospital  Sorvi<,‘e,  uudcr  date  of  Hecenibtr  22<1^ 
there  appeals  a tele^iraui  dated  SeptenibcM*  17th,  stating  tliat 
Assistant  8urge<>n  RiL'hardson  is  reported  ill  wiih  yellow  lever. 
That  this  inf<n  mati.m  was  eon  ect,  I quote  fmni  re])orl  ot  Dr. 
Riehard>on  hiinseif,  }Uibli>hed  in  Public  Health  Kepoits.  Oc- 
tober 13th,  H99,  in  which  he  says:  ‘One  case  ot  \ellow 

fever  (that  of  invself)  was  leyontd  on  >(  ])teinber  1 6 h;  no 
other  eas(s  havebeni  re}>orted,  and  it  is  improbable  that  any 
others  will  be.”  This  infoimation,  fnllowiog  just  eight  («) 
davs  after  that  set  forth  in  the  bill  ot  health  of  the  “Lama, 
rather  disproves  the  ioinier,  ami  jiroves  'eiy  eon(lu>iv(ly 
that  .at  the  time  of  the  depart nre  of  the  “Laura  from  Xue\itas 
that  thei'e  was  yellow  f(  v(M'  inteetion  ther«',  and,  in  fact,  that 
Dr.  Rich  irds'-n  himself  became  infected  makes  it  almost  cer- 
tain that  the  “Laura”  was  aiso  infected  and  was  the  source  of 
infection  of  .Miami.  It  was  a well  known  la  t that  II;ngio\o 
had  frequent  intercourse  with  the  ‘-Laura”  while  she  n mained 
in  ]>oi’l.  and  that  lie  visited  the  vessel  on  tlie  i iglit  ol  * ep- 
teinber  14th.  an<l  remained  on  boaid  lor  a considei’aUle  time. 
In  proof  of  this  I have  the  following  writ'en  siatdnents  and 
certificates  from  re^)  niisible  persons  in  jMiami.  i\Ii.  1 hillip 
Delloff,  who  had  charge  of  the  Hotel  jMianti  at  the  time  of 
Hargrove’s  illness  and  death,  gives  the  foil-  wing  certificate: 

To  Whom  it  jVau  ('oncer)V  This  i<  to  certify  that!  was 
]iersonallv  ami  well  acquainted  with  i\lr.  1.  L.  Ilaigio\e. 
liavm  personal  km >wle<lge  of  his  visit  to  the  catt le  shij»  “Lain a 
on  Se])teniber  14th,  I8b9,  after  dark,  and  that  he  tol  1 me  that 

he  went  all  througli  the  ship. 

(.-signed)  Phillip  DeHoff. 

L.  E.  .Teffries,  a hack  driver  at  Miami,  makes  the  following 
statement: 

To  Whom  it  jSIay  Co^mern:  I hereby  certify  that  I am 

a hack  dri\er  in  the  city  of  Miami,  and  furthm-,  that  I drove 
one  1.  R.  Hargrove,  well  known  to  me,  in  my  liack,  im  'riiurs- 
day  afternoon,  S(']»t(*niber  14ili,  1899,  from  tlie  Mitiini  Hotel, 
in  the  city  of  Miami,  to  the  cattle  boat  “Laura,”  which  was 
then  lying  at  the  steamship  wharf.  I saw  him  go  on  board 
the  “Laura,”  where  he  remained  tor  consi(ferable  time. 

(iSigned)  L.  E.  Jeffkiks. 

Mrs.  Corrie  H.  Fowler,  of  Miami,  a friend  of  Hargrove, 
t^tates  that  Hargrove  related  to  her  an  interesting  account  of 
his  visit  to  “a  ‘cattle  boat.”  After  the  death  and  burial  of 
Hargrove  a careful  house-to-house  inspection  was  made  daily 
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for  a perio  1 of  fifteen  days.  During  this  time  no  case  of  sus- 
picious si<-km*S'^  was  found,  and  it  was  n >t  iiiinl  Oc.tober  16th 
that  any  ^ickness  of  siispioious  nature  was  reported.  On  this 
dat<*  I was  asked  to  visit  a patient  in  the  iu-a'*tice  of  one  of 
the  loc<al  pliysic.ians.  This  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Five,  who 
had  lu-en  sick  for  a period  of  seven  days.  When  I fir>t  saw 
this  case  I found  the  patient  in  a condition  of  uraemic  coma, 
almost  pulseless,  ami  bladder  <lisiended  with  retained  urinej 
in  fact,  the  man  was  dying,  ami  did  die  in  a few  hours  after  I 
bad  seen  him.  4''his  case  presented  the  typical  symptoms  of 
yellow  fevei-,  ami  1 immediately  reported  it  to  you  by  wire. 
In  answei  to  this  rcqeirt  vou  ordered  me  to  at  ouce  place  rigid 
quarantine  r('stri<‘tions  on  travel  to  and  fi'oin  Miami,  which 
order  was  fully  complied  with.  The  subsequent  .development 
and  spread  of  the  <lisease  you  are  conversant,  with. 

In  tnv  opinion.  Hargrove  wa.s  the  first  case  of  yellow  fever; 
he  infected  the  Hotel  Miami,  and  the  infection  spread  sjowl}’' 
from  this  /bc^^9  until  it  bec.ime  general.  And  my  further 
opinion  i>  th  it  the  steamer  “Laura”  was  the  source  of  infec- 
tion of  the  Hargrove  case. 

Yours  respectfully, 

.1.  I. outs  Horsey.  M.  D., 
'A.-^sisi.ant  State  Health  Officer. 


DR.  WEEDON’S  report. 


Tampa,  Fla.,  IMaridi  11,  1900. 

Dr.  Joseph  Y.  Porter.,  State  Health  Officer,  Miami,  Fla.: 

Dkar  Sir:  During  the  year  1899  my  services  as  agent  for 

the  State  Board  of  Health  were  called  upon  to  suppress  both 
Smallpox  and  yellow  fm-er.  In  April  a case  ot  smallpox  oc- 
curred in  the  midst  of  the  negro  settlement  in  Tampa.  The 
case  came  from  a phosphate  camp  in  an  adjoining  county.  The 
Health  Department  of  the  city  undertook  to  vaccinate  the 
negro  population,  but  for  some  reason  failed  to  remove  the 
case  to  the  pest  h-use, 'which  two  years  previous  was  pur- 
chased, at  mv  request,  by  the  county  and  city  jointly,  for  the 
purpose  of  isolation  of  any  suc.h  ca^e  that  might  occur.  The 
method  used  for  vaccinating  proves!  a failure,  and  only  served 
to  arouse  opposition  to  the  measure.  The  disease  spread,  and 
after ifour  weeks  there  were  probably  twenty  or  thirty  cases 
in  the  city,  when  the  State  Board  was  requested  to  assume 
control  and  suppress  it.  I had  little  trouble  in  so  doing,  after 
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coii(jili:Uing  the  negroes  to  submit  to  vaccination.  I removed 
the  sick  out  of  tlie  city  to  the  pe>thoiise,  disinfected  their 
lioiises,  :ind  vaccinated  practically  the  entire  negro  poijulation, 
some  tlirce  thousand.  Tliere  were  approximately  li  ly  cases 
in  all.  After  that  not  a case  occurred  during  the  yeai-. 

On  September  4th,  I was  a>ked  to  see  a case  of  fever  at 
Port  Taiii|»a  City,  in  the  ho-pital  of  the  Marine  lb>.s|ntal  Ser- 
vice. This  case  I su'picioned  to  be  yellow  fever  and  instil  uted 
the  necessarv  precautions  pending  a p(^ssible  diagnosis,  which 
I was  able  to  make  on  the  7th  as  beintr  yellow  fever.  On  the 
lOlh  I made  a post-moilem  examination,  which  verifie<j  my 
diagnosis,  and  instituted  quaraniine.  This  case  occurred  in  a 
drunken  sailor  named  ^Vah•h.  • I have  been  able  to  ascertain 
that  he  h nl  not  been  away  from  P(,)rt  Tarn|)a  tor  two  months, 
exv-ept  once,  wiien  he  was  emuloyed  on  steamer  ‘-rai'poii” 
while  towing  a cattle  schooner  to  within  toi'ty  miles  of  Ha- 
vana, from  wheiic(‘  she  I'etiinied,  without  makint>’  an\’  port, 
to  Port  Tainpa.  The  man  was  taken  sick  whi'e  firing  on 
the  tng  Cathaiine,  which  was  tending  the  dredge  working  in' 
the  bay,  and  was  removed  to  the  hospital  at  Port  Tampa 
City. 

ft  lu'obahlv  will' never  be  known  positively  from  vvlmnce 
came  the  infection,  but  reasoning  by  exclusion,  [ am  toi<'e<l  to 
tile  opinion  that  th**  disease  could  h ive  come  from  no 
other  pi  ice  thin  llivina.  If  yellow  fev.*r  existed  at 
both  Havana  and  Ivor  West,  the  only  ports  with  which,  we 
weia*  haCiog  anv  connection  wlici’i'  tcvcr  cxi'^ted.  I secured 
c»f  liie  cn>'tom  h:m»e  a list  of  all  \'es»els  entering  Port 
dbiinoa,  for  two  months  nric)!*  to  the  W'alcli  c ise.  ])iiiing 
th's  time  there  wa-  |>raeneally  no  intercfnir'C  with  Key  West, 
whereas  an  e.xien^ive  cattle  sliipping  .iinsim-ss  was  g mii'jt  on 
between  Port  d'anipa  ami  llivan  i.  'The  steiiimn’  “h'anita,’' 
as  well  as  manv  sad!'"_r  ve-'Sels  wtu'c  eng  ioeil  in  tins  tr.ide  all 
snrrrncr.  .After  a careful  inquiry  coimerning  W'alch  s wliere- 
aboiits  for  two  weeks  pri«.>r  to  his  becoming  sick,  I learned 
that  he  was  conti nnoii'l  v on  the  <l  )cks,  and  Twas  his  custom 
to  b(‘g  for  .s|^irits  wherev  er  he  thought  it  could  be  found.  Dnr- 
imj  ilie  week  |>rior  to  his  illness  h.-  was  seen  LoaHiig  ab  ».iit  two 
cattle  barges  that  were  Iving  in  the  slip  awaitirg  their  car- 
goes  of  cattle.  I do  not  lemember  tlie  n im<*s  (.if  llte.^e  barges, 
but  they  w<*re  oid  wooden  vessels  from  H.ivana,  ami  were  in 
low  by’lhe  steam  lug  ‘'Gndlerino  Lopez.”  \ he  crews  of  these 
vessels  Were  a <lrinking  lot  and  Walch  was  in  their  coiii|)any. 
I believed  that  Walch  contracted  his  illness  aboard  «me  of 
the.se  barges,  which  0|/mi(jn  was  strengthened  when  I sulise- 
quently  learned  that  yellow  fever  has  appeared  on  one  of 
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them,  on  the  return  trip  from  here  and  while  in  Havana  har- 
bor. In  S|jeakiiig  with  Dr.  II.  K.  Carter,  of  the  Miriiie  Hos- 
pital Service,  about  tlie  matter  later,  he  assured  me,  after  iii- 
<piiry  on  his  part  that  'twas  a mistake;  that  no  ytdlow  fever 
developed  on  either  of  these  barges  after  leaving  tiere.  I am 
sure  I cm  safely  exclude  Kev  WTvst  from  being  the  souive  of 
Walch’s  case  of  yellow  f ver.  I am  also  siirethiti  H iv.ina 
was  the  only  other  port  with  whicli  we  wert3  connected  iliat 
had  yellow  fevei*.  lean  exclude  the  steamers  of  the  PI  int 
Line  as  being  the  bearers  of  infection,  from  the  fact  that  no 
case  occurred  on  them  or  in  their  crews  or  passengers  which 
W(*re  carried.  So  it  only  remains  to  attach  ihe  infeclion  to 
some  of  these  cattle  boats,  an  1 probably  to  the  “tiaillenno' 
Lopez”  and  her  barges,  even  tliongh  the  disease  did  not  occur 
oil  them  subsequently,  as  reported. 

From  Sepiember  lOth,  the  date  of  the  deatli  of  Walch, 
until  the  first  week  in  October,  no  other  c ise  occurred,  and  by 
your  peniiission  quarantine  was  remove  1.  D iring  the.  iii-'>t 
week  in  October  a case  of  fever  developed  on  the  docks,  two 
miles  from  the  place  where  the  firstcise  was  hicated.  'Pile  case 
for  some  lime  bafbed  a posiiive  di  igno.^is  of  yellow  fever.  In 
fact,  even  now  I must  admit  it  was  far  from  being  a tvpieal 
case  of  y«dlow  fever,  though  there  were  .sympioms  which  led 
me  to  take  tlie  precaution  of  isolation,  which  the  snrroand- 
iiigs  pernii.ted  to  he  done  to  my  satisfaction.  The  case,  as 
was  the  former,  was  under  the  care  of  Dr.  G.  H.  Altree,  was 
in  the  person  of  a .\[r.  Epps,  who  worked  in  the  office  of  the 
ngeiH  of  the  Plant  Steamship  C »mpanv,  and  he  had  not  been 
absent  from  Port  Tampa  and  Port  Tamjia  City  for  several 
months.  Quarantine  was  not  instituted,  though  [ came  to  the 
opinion  that  it  was  probibly  yellovv  fever,  mv  reasons  being, 
fir.-t,  that  the  case  admitted  of  sqme  doubt,  ami  secondlv,  be- 
cause of  the  apparently  sufficient  isolation  of  the  case.  " Dis- 
infection methods  were  adopted  th  it  were  as  perfect  as  [could 
de>ire,  and  no  subsequent  case  occurred  in  the  building  adja- 
cent to  the  case,  or  any  who  came  in  contact.  There  were* 
not  reported  to  me  any  other  cases  that  would  elicit  suspicion 
of  yellow  fever,  either  on  the  docks  or  at  Port  Tampa  City, 
though  there  were,  according  to  Dr.  Altree,  the  usual  quota 
of  malarial  fever  incident  to  the  place  and  season,  until  A^o- 
veraber  12ih,  when  I was  asked  to  see  a case  which  admitted 
of  some  doubt  in  the  mind  of  Dr.  Altree.  I went  with  him 
and  saw  the  case,  and  found  a man  in  a djung  condition,  with 
all  the  svmptorns  of  yellow  fever.  This  mm  was  a bartender 
at  Port  Tampa  City.  He  died  the  night  of  the  12th,  having 
had  black  vomit  and  suppression  of  urine.  During  this  same 
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conciliating  the  negroes  to  submit  to  vaccination.  I lemoved 
the  sick  out  of  llie  city  to  tlie  pesthouse,  disinfected  their 
liunscs,  and  vaccinated  practically  the  entire  neirro  po|juIation, 
some  thi’ee  thou'and.  Thei'e  were  approximately  fi  ty  ca^es 
in  all.  After  that  not  a case  occurred  durin(>‘  the  vear. 

O »/ 

On  September  4th,  I was  a^ked  to  see  a ease  of  fever  at 
Port  Tairipa  City,  in  the  hospital  of  the  Marine  H"spital  Ser- 
vice. 4’his  case  I sU'picioned  to  be  yellow  fever  and  instiiuted 
the  neci'ssary  j^recautions  pending  a p(jssible  diagnosis,  which 
I was  able  to  make  on  the  7th  as  beitiLr  yelhov  fever.  On  the 
loth  1 ma(h;  a p< »st-m( »rtem  e.xaminaiion,  which  vei’iHed  my 
diagno.'is,  and  instiiuted  qiiaraniine.  44iis  case  occurred  in  a 
drunken  sailoi’  n.amed  \Vah  h.  1 have  been  able  t«>  a'^certain 
that  he  hid  not  been  away  from  Poi't  Tampa  for  two  month';, 
exc(*pt  once,  wiien  he  was  emuloyed  on  sieamer  ‘-'rarpon” 
while  towing  a cattle  schooner  to  within  foi’tv  miles  of  Ha- 
vana, from  whcnc('  she  returned,  without  makintr  any  l>'>rt, 
to  Port  rampa.  The  man  was  taken  sick  whi  e firing  on 
the  tng  Caihai'ine,  which  was  tending  th.,-;  dredge  working  iii 
the  ba}',  ami  w:is  removed  to  the  hospital  at  Port  T.impa 
City. 

It  ju'obably  will'never  be^  knovvn  positively  from  wlience 
came  the  infection,  but  reasoning  bv  e.xclusi(jn,  1 am  fon-cMl  to 
tiie  opinion  that  tlm  disease  could  have  come  from  no 
other  pi  ice  thin  llivuia.  If  yellow  fever  exi-lel  at 
both  lla\ana  and  Iv</v  West,  the  only  ports  with  which  we 
wma*  Inning  any  C'Uinecti'm  wlmi’c  fever  exi^ticl.  I si'cured 
of  the  emtom  house  a list  of  all  vessels  eniering  Port 
'Ikimoi,  for  two  months  orior  to  the  W.ilcli  cns(‘.  During 
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til's  lime  lh(‘r(‘  was  pr.aclically  no  lutercour'C  with  Ivey  West, 
whereas  an  extensive  entile  shipjiing  ibusiticss  was  g )iug  nu 
between  Port  d'ampa  ami  Ilivaini.  'The  steamer  -d^'anita,’' 
as  Weil  as  in.aiiv  sailo'g  vcsS(ds  wiwe  ong  iged  in  this  trade  all 
summer.  .-Vfter  a careful  inquiry  conci'rning  Walch's  where- 
abouts lor  two  weeks  prior  to  his  becoming  si(dv,  I learned 
that  he  was  continuou'.ly  on  tlie  docks,  and  ’twas  his  custom 
to  beg  for  spirits  wherever  he  thought  it  could  be  found.  Dur- 
ing’ the  week  jirior  to  his  illmsss  he  was  seen  l.oaHiig  ab o.ut  two 
cattle  barges  that  were  lying  in  the  sliu  awaitirg  their  car- 
goes of  cattle.  I do  not  remember  the  n imes  of  these  barges, 
but  they  wei-e  oid  wooden  vessels  from  Havana,  and  were  in 
tow  by'the  steam  tug  ‘'■Guillermo  Lopi-z.”  d'he  crews  of  these 
vess(ds  were  a drinking  lot  and  Walcdi  was  in  their  company. 
I believed  that  AValch  contrai-.ted  his  illness  aboard  one  of 
these  barges,  which  opinion  was  strengthened  when  I subse- 
quently learned  that  yellow  fever  has  appeared  on  one  of 
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them,  on  the  return  trip  from  here  and  while  in  lluNana  hai- 
bor.  In  speaking  with  Dr.  H.  K.  C.irter,  ot  the  Mirine  Hos- 
nital  Service,  about  the  matter  later,  he  assured  me  alter  in- 
<iuirv  on  his  part  that  Twas  a mistake;  that  no  yellow  lever 
devDoped  on  either  of  these  barges  after  leaving  Here.  1 ain 
sure  I cm  safely  exclude  Key  West  from  being  the  source  ol 
Walch’s  case  of  vellow  f -ver.  I am  also  sure  tint  H iv.ma 
was  the  only  other  iiort  with  which  we  wee  connected  that 
had  yellow^  fever,  lean  exclude  the  steamers  ot  the  L 1 mt 
Line  as  being  the  bearers  of  intection,  from  the  tact  that  no 
case  occurred  on  them  or  in  their  crews  or  passengers  which 
were  carried.  !So  it  only  remains  to  attach  the  intecaion  to 
some  of  tliese  c ittle  b ) its,  an  1 probably  to  the  mr  iillermo 
l.opez”  and  her  barges,  even  though  the  disease  did  not  occur 

on  them  subsequently,  as  reported.  , ’ . xxr  , , 

From  Sepiember  10th,  the  date  of  the  death  of  W a ch, 
until  the  first  week  in  October,  no  other  else  occiirrcl,  and  by 
your  po-mission  quarantine  was  removed.  Daring  the  iir>t 
Week  in  OcK.ber  a case  of  fever  developed  on-  the  docks,  two 
miles  from  the  place  where  the  first  case  was  located.  1 iie  case 
for  some  lime  bifiied  a posiiive  diagnods  of  yellow  fever.  ^ In 
fact,  even  now  1 must  admit  it  was  far  from  being  a typica 
case  of  yellow  fever,  though  there  were  symptoms  which  led 
me  to  take  the  precaution  of  isolation,  which  the  surround- 
im>-s  permiited  to  be  done  to  niy  satisfaction.  The  case,  as 
was  the  former,  was  under  the  care  of  Dr.  G.  II.  Altree,  was 
in  the  person  of  a Mr.  Epps,  who  worked  in  tne  office  ot  the 
agent  of  the  Plant  Steamship  C .mpanv,  and  he  ha<l  not  been 
absent  from  Port  Tampa  and  Port  Tampa  City  for  several 
months  Quarantine  was  not  in.stituted,  though  I came  to  the 
opinion  that  It  was  piadjibly  yellow  fever,  my  reasons  being, 
fir.'t,  that  the  case  admitted  of  some  doubt,  ami  secondly,  >e- 
caiise  of  the  apparently  sufficient  isolation  of  the  case.  Dis- 
infection methods  were  adopted  th  it  were  as  pertectas  I could 
dedre,  and  no  subsequent  case  occurred  in  the  building  adja- 
cent to  the  case,  or  any  who  came  in  contact.  There  were- 
not  reported  to  me  any  other  cases  that  would  elicit  suspicion 
of  yellow  fever,  either  on  the  docks  or  at  Port  Tampa  City, 
thouo-h  there  were,  according  to  Dr.  Altree,  the  usual  quota 
' of  nfalarial  fever  incident  to  the  place  and  season,  until  No- 
vember 12th,  when  I was  asked  to  see  a case  which  admitted 
of  some  doubt  in  the  mind  of  Dr.  Altree.  1 went  with  him 
and  saw  the  case,  and  found  a man  in  a dying  condition,  with 
all  the  svmptorns  of  yellow  fever.  This  man  was  a bai  tender 
at  Port  Tampa  City.  He  died  the  night  of  the  12th,  having 
had  black  vomit  and  suppression  of  urine.  During  this  same 
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vi>it  to  Port  Tampa  City  I saw  two  other  cises,  wliich  I dh 
airiiosed  as  yell  >w  fever,  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Altree.  The 
next  day  [again  placed  quarantine  on  Port  Pamp  i City  and 
the  docks  as  well.  This  action  provoked  great  dissatisfaction 
on  the  part  of  all,  believing,  as  they  seemed  to,  that  there  was 
no  yellow  fever  there.  The  municipal  authorities,  as  well  as 
the  superintHudent  of  the  Plant  Steamship  Company,  bit- 
terly opposed  the  measure,  and  requested  the  Snrireon  General 
of  the  Manne  Hospital  Service  to  send  ther(‘  s >rne  one  expe- 
rienced in  yellow  fever  diagnosis.  Dr.  11.  R.  Carter  arrived 
on  the  scene  in  a few  days,  as  also  di<l  Dr.  Hriinner,  of  Savan- 
nah, Ga,  who  wa.s,  I learned,  also  requested  to  c<»me.  These 
gentlemen  bore  out  my  diagnosis  of  yellow  fever  in  the  three 
cases  that  they  saw,  and,  upon  the  clinical  history  of  several 
other  cases  which  were  not  seen  by  me,  w-re  of  the  opinion 
that  they  weiv,  as  well,  yellow  ’fev.-r.  One  of  these  cases 
whir.h  they  saw  was  a merchant  of  Po-t  d' i np  i City,  wh  > 
while  vi.siiing  his  brother,  who  re.sided  at  Tamp  i,  ha-i  been 
tiken  Sick  with  a chill,  at  niglit,  some  d lys  previous,  and  re 
tnrnedto  Port  Tampa  City.  After  beiii-’  ill  for  tw<>  days  at 
1 ort  Tampa  City,  he  ag  lin  returned  to  'Pa  npi,  to  the  home  of 
hi>  biother.  II;s  name  is  B irker.  On  discovering  this  f ict, 

I immediately,  before  he  spent  a nifrht  in  Tampi,  h id  him  re- 
turned again  to  his  loiiise  at  Port  Tampa  City.  Gp  to  this 
time  I had  not  seen  Ihis  c ise,  but  consilere  1 him  po'sibly  a 
case  of  yellosv  fever.  I had  the  family  of  his  brother  re- 
moved from  tile  house,  kept  them  under  surveillance  for  the 
requisite  time,  and  disinfected  the  house  with"  formaldehyde. 
On  the  following  day  1 saw  the  man  and  diagnosed  yellow 
fever.  Drs.  Carter  and  Brunner  saw  this  case^  subsequently 
and  pronounced  it  yellow  fever.  Tne  disease  was  not  on- 
ti acted  in  lampa  from  this  case,  nor  did  anv  case  develop  at 
Tampa,  to  my  knowledge,  at  any  time.  From  the  clinical  rec- 
ords of  several  more  cases  seen  an  1 treated  by  Dr.  Altree, 
who  is  the  City  Health  O/'hcer  of  Port  'Pam  _>a  City,  as  well  a,s 
an  acting  assistant  surgeon,' Marine  Hospital  Service,  1 now 
judge  them  to  have  been  yellow  fever.  Phese  cases  were  not 
at  the  time  considered  by  him  as  being  suspi- 
ciou^  and  were  not  reported  to  me.  They  "^occurred 
both  before  and  during  the  time  quarantine  was  in 
force.  After  believing  that  no  case  had  occurred  for  three 
weeks,  quaiantine  was  again  removed.  At  this  time  the 
weather  was  quite  cool,  and  it  was  upon  m^''  request  of  you 
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that  the  restrictions  were  again  removed  the  first  week  in  De- 
ceihber. 

Very  truly, 

(Signed)  L.  W.  VVeedon, 

Agent  State  Board  of  Health. 


From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the  health  of 
the  State  for  did  not  attain  the  usual  standard,  ^et  the 

death  rate  was  not  higher  in  the  total  mortality  for  the  year, 
being  but  10.23  per  tiiousand  of  population,  against  I0.5o,  the 
avei’age  for  the  past  several  years,  d'he  more  than  uncommon 
conditions  which  ])revailed  were  confined  entirely  to  localities 
in  the  southern  poition  qf  the  State,  and  were  due  to  circum- 
stances over  which  the  Board  had  either  no  control,  or  to 
have  exercised  contiH)!  to  anticipate  would  have  most  likely 
brought  on  such  a fiiction  with  the  Federal  quuranline 
oflicials  at  AVa'liington  as  to  have  seriously  disturbed  the  com- 
mercial life  of  the  State  in  the  southern  sections. 

SMALLPOX,  which,  early  in  January,  was  again  intro- 
duced from  the  commonwealths  adjoining  Florida  on  the 
north,  cau>ed  some  annoyance  to  the  State  Health  authorities 
in  Alachua,  Marion,  Duval  and  other  counties,  but  in  each  in- 
stance the  disease  was  held  in  abeyance,  controlled  and  eradi- 
cated, and  by  the  25th  of  July  the  State  was  free  from  small- 
pox. The  lack  of  funds  in  the  Board’s  treasury  at  first  occa- 
sioned some  embarrassment  in  sati>factorily  dealing  with  this 
quesiion,  but  under  an  arrangement  with  the  several  munici- 
]ialities  affected,  an  agreement  was  arrived  at  by  which  the 
local  government  should  care  for  the  cases  as  they  were  im- 
ported, under  the  supervision  of  the  State  authority,  and  the 
State  Board  of  Health  would  reimburse  tor  the  reasonable  ex- 
jxmditure  made,  when  the  J.,egislature  aj)])ronriated  funds  for 
the  purpose.  .This  course  tended  to  allay  fear,  remove  criti- 
cism of  the  Board  in  its  unfortunate  helpless  financial  condi- 
tion, and  to  finally  destroy  the  infection  in  the  State.  The 
estimate  of  the  Board  for  necessary  funds  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  smallpox  occurring  in  the  fall  of  1898  and  the  spring 
of  1899,  was,  in  round  numbers,  $20,000.  'Phis  amount  was 
intended  to  include  the  possibility  of  expenditures  for  this  ob- 
ject, contract“d  under  the  agreement  with  the  municipal  and 
countv  governments,  not  accurately  known  to  the  Board,  and 
embracing  provision  for  future  possible  and  probable  unfor- 
tunates. The  House  Committee  cut  down  the  estimate,  and 
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an  ai.nrorina.ion  ot  only  $15,000  was  ntacle.  This,  as  had 
been  anlieipateil,  did  not  meet  the  demand  of  total  expendi- 
lures,  for  tlie  rensons  above  "iven.  The  various  outbreaks 
aiv^l  total  and  itemized  accounts  are  shown  elsewhere  m this 

FEVKR  was  reported  from  Duval,  Escambia, 
ITilMioroiurh,  Oraiirre,  St.Johns,  Marion  and  Monroe  counties, 
but  mild  in  tvpe,  and  with  no  fatalities.  In  almost  evm-y  in- 
stance it  has'bcen  po.ssihle  to  trace  the  source  of  in fec.tion ' to 
imiioitation  fiom  without  the  State.  A notable  leatiire  in 
coiimenon  with  the  introduction  of  cases  of  tins  disease  has 
lately  oc.curred  in  its  admission  into  Ivi'V  ^Ves^  throuah  a tam- 
ily  e'mbiacino-  the  Christian  Science  doctrine.  This  lamily 
b(>ar<ied  in  New  York  (Jty  in  a family  hotel  iu  early  January, 
where  scarlet  fever  had  ])revailed  tiie  year  before,  oecui)ying 
the  room  where  cliildren,  or  a child,  had  through  a 

seizure.  Two  of  the  children  of  the  Key  VCest  fam- 
ilv  liad  scarlet  fever  in  this  room,  one  quite  seriously,  so 
it  is  reported,  and  was  in  the.  desquamating  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease when  thev  returne<l  to  their  Florida  home  ( K(*y  ^V  est). 
A (diild  living  on  the  oiiposite  side  of  the  street,  and  iihumg 
with  these  cdiildren,  sickened  in  two  we<*ks,  and  Jias,  at  tins 
writino-  a tvpical  seizure  of  scarlet'  lever.  1 his  is  niem- 
tione<C  because  no  reiiort  was  made  to  the  State 
health  authorities  when  this  lamih'  returiie<l  to  Key  est, 
due  to  tlie  ])eculiar  b.dief  of  this  sect,  and  because  the  toler- 
ance of  this  doetiine  by  the  State  will  in  future  be  likely  to 
cause  not  onlv  annoyance  to  the  health  authorities,  but  may 
prove  disastrous  in  many  particulars,  too  evident  to  be  enum- 
erated at  length.  Besides  being  a direct  violation  of  tae 
fState  health  statutes  to  bring  into  the  State  of  Florida  any 
contacrioiis  or  infectious  di.sease,  the  concealment  of  such  may 
be  the  means  of  disseminating  and  propagating  serious  epi- 
demics, with  attendant  calamitous  results.  In  all  of  these 
instances,  although  the  diseases  were  types  of  an  intensely 
contagious  character,  no  anxiety  was  shewn  by  the  peop  e, 
nor  undue  inquiry  ma<Ie  for  information  of  the  oihce  o t le 
Bsard,  which  is  always  the  case  when  the  people  for  any  rea- 
son became  alarmed  in  health  or  sanitary  mattei.''.  ^ 

In  the  matter  of  smallpox,  the  people  were  advised, 
urged  and  implored  to  be  vaccinated,  and  this  solicitauon  is 
still  being  pressed.  Vaccine  virus,  pure  and  fresh,  was  ^nered, 
and  is  still  being  tendered,  free  of  charge  to  all  who  would  and 
will  permit  vaccination  to  be  made.  At  the  residence  of  t e 
local  representatives  of  the  Board  in  the  several  counties,  vac- 
cination is  performed  free.  Even  more  than  this  has  been 
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■done  by  the  Boai’d.  ' A “Medical  Special  Agent”  has  been 
employed  and  sent  to  dillerent  points  iu  the  State,  where- 
ever  smallpo.y  has  been  reported,  not  only  to  vacaanate  (fi‘ee) 
the  uiqirotected,  but  to  counsel  and  advise  those  iu  con- 
trol of  men  in  mining  or  tiiriientine  f irming  business,  as  to 
the  projur  iiietY  >ds  to  protect  their  cinjiloyes,  to  projierly 
disinfect  pi'einises  ami  to  destroy of  the  disease  after 
termination  of  a case  or  cases.  At  the  present  wilting,  smill- 
po.x;  tends  to  be  generally  prevalent  over  the  entire  State, 
but  only  .among  the  unvaccin  ited,  and  thm’efore  unpro- 
tei‘ted.  It  has  been  direigly  and  repealed Iv  introduced  from  the 
Statiis  to  the  iinrtli  of  ih,  proof  so  clear  that  there  is  no 
surmise  or  c mje  •ture  on  the  sibojoc'.  As  soon  as  it  is  era  li- 
c itc'il  in  one  section,  a fiaesii  impoi-tation  occurs  from  some 
where  else,  :ind,  un like  t he  disease  of  last  winter,  it  is  now 
atticking  whiles,  and  is  oce.a-ioidng  mortility  among  bodi 
vanes.  'rile  means  for  “stamping  out”  :ind  e.vterminating 
small])  )X  is  v.ace.ination.  W'^heii  cirefully  performed  the  op- 
eration is  free  of  danger  to  the  individuil,  alw.iys  succe.ssful 
in  prim. try  cases,  and  is  proteetivm  It  is  not  jiracticable  or 
feasibie,  foi-  rr  isons  of  finance  and  sound  j idgnient  b ised 
upon  scientific  knowh'dge,  and  when  the  dise.ise  is  so  widely 
diffused,  to  isol  lie,  guard  ami  feed  every  case  of  sni'dlpox 
o'ciia'ing  in  ihe  .Sl.ate.  A statute  parsed  by  the  list  Iv'gi.s- 
lature  obligite.s  tiie  State  IF)  ml  of  Health  to  care  for  this  as 
W('ll  as  for  othm*  contagi  ms  di-eases,  but  it  is  not  understood 
th  It  where  a jirotectioii  is  oj'fenid  to  any  jiarticul.ar  conlagious 
disease,  without  cost  or  cha'’ge,  and  with  but  slight  incon- 
venience, that,  for  re.isons  ofprcjudice  or  ignorance,  this  pro- 
tection is  refused,  that  the  taxpayers  of  the  Slate  shall  be 
placed  to  the  expense  of  guards,  isolation,  nursing  ami  feeding 
* of  those  thus  obstinate  and  careless  of  the  welfare  of  them- 
selves and  their  neighbors.  An  earnest  protest  is  here  made 
against  spending  the  people’s  money  in  catering  to  such  hurt- 
ful jierver.^eness.  The  disposition  is  veiy  strong,  at  this  writing, 
to  advi.>e  that,  as  the  State  offers  in  vaccination  an  undoubted 
proteclion  against  smallpox,  which  will  be  given  free  of  cost 
and  with  but  slight  inconvenience — if  the  wish  is  to  avoid 
smallpox,  be  vaccinated.  If  indifferent  to  the  imnortance  of 
this  subject,  or  if  refusing,  then  the  responsibility  and  ex- 
pense of  care  should  not  be  placed  upon  the  State  or  any 
individual  community.  It  is  regretted  that  candor  compels 
the  statement  that  at  some  of  the  mining  and  turpentine 
caups  the  agent  of  the  Board  who  visited  the  camps  for  the 
purpose  of  vaccinating  all  employes,  was  refused — the  ob- 
5 B of  H 
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jection  being  loss  of  time  or  service  of  the  employe  through 
a possibility  of  a sore  arm  for  several  days.  Until  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  different  Stales  of  this  country  enact  com- 
pulsory vaccination  laws,  and  the}’  are  strictly  enforced, 
smallpox  will  continue  to  prevail,  and  a vast  amount  of 
money  will  annually  be  expended  in  caring  for  cases  occa- 
iioned  by  an  ignorant  and  unprejudiced  class  in  their,  foolish 
opposition  against  one  of  the  greatest  boons  whicli  has  ever 
been  given  to  mankind.  A very  admirable  resolution  and 
public  intimation  has  been  lately  adopted  and  given  out  by 
the  physicians  of  Ocala,  Fluiida,  to  the  citizens  of  that  place. 
They  declare  that  anyone  sickening  with  smallpox  through 
a ret iisal  or  indifference  to  repeated  warnings  to  be  vaccina- 
ted, wiil  not  receive  from  them  medical  attention.  In  other 
woi'ds,  having  pleaded  and  implored  with  the  citizens  of 
Ocala  to  protect  themselves  against  smallpox  "by  vaccination 
— which  is  offered  free — they  do  not  projiose  to  have  their 
practice  interfered  with  and  injured  by  attending  smallpox 
patients,  whose  seizure  is  due  to  indifference,  neglect  to  heed 
warnings,  or  foolish  prejudice  against  vac.cination.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  press  of  the  IState  will  give  this  matter 
attention  and  that  tlie'  people  in  their  hustings,  soon  to  be 
held  throughout  the  State,  will  thoroughly  discuss  the  ques- 
tion, and  instruct  their  representatives  to  the  n^xt  Legi>la- 
ture,  in  no  uncertain  terms,  that  obstinacy  may  be  met  by 
law,  and  efficient  economy  shall  pu>h  aside  a foolish  senti- 
ment against  vaccination.  There  has  yet  to  be  reported  to 
the  [office  of  the  Boai’d,  of  the  presumable  3UO,00O  individ- 
uals vaccinated  in  Florida — for  that  number  of  vaccine  points 
ha^e  been  freely  distributed— a single  one,  in  whom  primary 
vaccination,  successfully  made,  has  afterwards  experienced 
smallpox.  On  the  other  hand,  the  instances  are  many  where 
the  protected  and  unprotected,  side  by  side,  have  been  ex- 
posed, the  unprotected  contracting  the  disease,  leaving  tho^e 
protected  by  vaccination  free  and  unharmed.  It  is  recognized 
that,  as  in  all  other  matters,  where  the  life  and  health  of 
the  ])eople  are  concerned,  those  interested  in  protecting  the 
people  against  their  own  unsanitary  prejudices,  must  be  pa- 
tient and  strive  by  educational  and  objective  methods  to  win 
the  contidence  and  trust  of  the  opposition.  Where  so  much 
of  the  wealth  of  [the  country  is  wasted  in  pondering  to  a 
foolish  sentiment  of  opposition,  it  is  thought  that  the  time 
has  come  when  a stand  should  be  made  by  the  health 
authorities  in  all  the  Slates,  and  action  exacted  of  the  lavv- 
mnker  to  stop  a waste  of  public  money  yearly  given  to  the 
care  of  a disease  which  can  be  so  easily  prevented. 
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Dr.  E.  L.  Stewart,  who  was  appointed  special  sanitary  in- 
spector and  assistant  to  the  State  Ileabh  Officer,  is  deserving 
of  praise  and  commendation  for  the  ability,  special  aptness 
and  efficiency  with  which  he  has  conducted  the  work  of  eradi- 
cating smallpox  in  the  different  sections  to  which  he  has  been 
sent.  It  is  a pleasure  for  the  State  Health  Officer  to  officially 
invite  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  his  mo^t  satisfactory  con- 
duction of  affairs  and  treatment  of  a ver}*  difficult  problem, 
the  execution  of  which  he  has  accomplished  without  friction. 

Before  leaving  this  subject  of  smallpox,  permission  is  re- 
quested to  quote  an  admirable  editorial  from  the  February 
10th,  1900,  issue  of  The  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  descriptive  of  the  points  of  difference  to  be  care- 
fully noted  by  the  profession,  when  called  upon  to  differen- 
tiate in  eruptive  diseases.  So  many  errors  have  occurred  and 
80  much  annoyance  has  resulted  fi’om  erroneous  and  mistaken 
diagnoses,  that  no  apology  is  offered  for  introducing  the  text 
of  this  editorial  into  the  body  of  this  report; 

“In  the  presence  of  an  epidemic  the  diagnosis  of  smallpox 
may  in  general  be  unattended  with  difficultv,  but  when 
the  disease  occurs  only  in  sporadic  instances,  doubt  may 
often  reasonably  arise,  and  mistake  miy  not  always  be  avoid- 
able. That  error  should  be  made  at  the  present  day  in  the 
diagnosis,  ought  not  to  be  a matter  for  harsh  criticism,  when 
it  is  considered  that  smallpox  is  comparatively  rare,  and  many, 
particularly  among  more  recent  practitioners,  have  never  had 
the  opportunity  of  seeing  a case  of  this  disease.  The  action  of 
the  Philadelphia  authorities  recently,  in  response  to  an  ap- 
peal by  the  County  iMedical  Society,  in  opening  the  wards  of 
the  Municipal  Hospital  for  Contagious  Diseases  to  the  in- 
struction of  undergrad inates  of  the  various  medical  schools, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  physician  in  chief,  is  therefore 
a matter  for  sincere  congratulation,  and  is  a credit  to  the 
intelligence  and  the  public  spirit  of  those  with  whom  lay  the 
power  to  withhold  or  to  grant  the  desired  concession. 

“Through  the  benificent  influence  of  vaccination;  smallpox 
is  rare,  even  in  the  large  cities  of  the  world,  so  that  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances  many  practitioners  may  pass 
through  a long  and  busy  career  without  seeing  a single  case, 
to  sav  nothing  of  the  lack  of  clinical  demonstration  during 
the  course  of  collegiate  medical  instruction'.  It  is,  therefore, 
as  has  been  already  stated,  not  surprising  that  cases  of  small- 
pox should  be  occasionally  overlooked  or  mistaken  for  other 
disease,  and  vice  versa.  The  condition  could  not  well  be  oth- 
erwise. It  is  worthy  of  mention,  further,  that  by  reason  of 
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the  wide  diffusion  of  vaccination,  even  when  the  di.soasc  oc- 
cui's,  it  does  not  always  present  the  classic  clinical  picture. 
The  fiT^htful  epidemics  of  the  past  are  no  longer  met  with 
in  civilized  comimiiiiiies,  and  both  s])nradic  cases  and  endem- 
ics and  epidemics  often  pre>ent  a degree  of  mildness  that  ren- 
ders the  c-onfounding  of  smallpox  with  other  diseases  exceed- 
injrlv  easy. 

O . c/ 

‘dn  a ty))ieal  case,  after  a periotl  of  incubation  of  about 
twelve  days,  the  atta(  l<  usually  s(Us  in  with  a lio-or  or  a Micces- 
sion  of  cliiils.  (diildrcn  may  exhilat  coin’ulsions,  delirium  or 
coma.  'The  temperaiure  at  once  rises  to  a considerable  ele- 
valion,  and  the  jiulse  and  i-e.-])irati<'n  are  accelerated,  ilead- 
a(dte  and  pain  in  the  back  ami  extremities  are  oftmi  jjresent, 
and  the  ])hysical  ]>rostration  may  be  profound,  d'he  ajipetite 
is  lost,  thn-st  is  increased,  and  cousti()ation  usuailv  exists; 
vomiting  oi*  retidiing,  with  epigastric  ])aiu,  is  common.  (Ja- 
tanhal  symptoms  may  also  b6  jiresent.  On  the  first,  second 
or  third  day  a i-ash  may  ajipear,  sometimes  diffuse  ami  macu- 
lar, like  that  of  me.asles,  at  other  times  scarlaiinafonn  and  con- 
fined to  limited  portions  of  the  body,  j>articul arly  the  hypo- 
gastric a. id  the  axillary  regions;  at  still  other  times  a diffuse 
red  eniptioii  appears  on  the  trunk  and  the  extremities  within 
the  first  or  second  d.ay,  being  soon  followed  bv  the  lesions  of 
hemorrJiagic  smalljiox.  (Generally  on  the  third  day — some- 
times earliir,  sometimes  later,  the  typical  exanthem  of  variola 
makes  its  a]>j)earance,  often  earliest  on  exjiosed  parts 
of  the  body,  as  the  face  ami  the  extremities.  For  a short 
time  it  is  niactilar,  but  it  soon  becomes  ])apular,  then 
vesicular,  and  finally  postular,  and  its  exhibits  throughout  a 
})eculiar  shot-like  hardiness.  ^Vs  a rule,  a central  dejjression 
or  umhilicatiou  is  j)resent,  and  the  lesion  is  stirrounded  by  an 
area  of  redness.  The  ])ock  is  eonslituted  of  a ntimber  of  com- 
partments or  loculi,  so  that  its  contents  are  not  wholly  dis- 
charged and  it  does  not  collapse  on  puncture.  The  iniicons 
membranes  may  be  tke  Knat  of  grayish  or  wliitisli  elevated 
s))ots  that  soon  become  transformed  into  excoriations,  d'he 
pustules  iindei'go  d(e^iccation  or  rupture  on  about  the  eighth 
or  ninth  day.  If  the  true  skin  has  not  been  involved,  the 
crusts  fall  off  about  the  fifteenth  or  sixteeth  day,  leaving 
purplish  red  stains;  othei'wise  sloughing  takes  place  on  the 
eighteenth  or  nineteeiitli  day,  leaving  granulated  surfaces  that 
undergo  cicatrization  and  are  at  first  brownish,  but  ultimately 
become  white.  The  initial  fever  subsides  sliorti}"  after  the 
eruption  lias  appeared  and  tlie  constitutional  symptoms  mod- 
erate at  the  same  time.  At  the  end  of  the  three  or  four  days, 
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however,  with  the  onset  of  pustulation,  the  febrile  manifesta- 
tions are  renewed. 

‘‘d'he  disease  in  the  differentiation  between  which  amt 
smallpox  the  greatest  difHcailty  is  likely  to  he  encountered, 
is  chicken  pox.  In  fact,  there  was  time  when  the  two  dis- 
eases were  considered  identical,  but  there  is  abundant  and 
conclusive  evidence  against  this  view.  In  the  first  place, 
typical  chicken  pox  may  occur  in  those  who  have  had  small- 
pox or  have  been  vaccinated;  and  an  attack  of  the  disease, 
while  it  confers  immunity  to  chicken  jiox,  does  not  protect 
in  the  slightest  against  smallpox  or  vaccina.  Then,  each  dis- 
ease gives  rise  only  to  cases  of  its  kind.  Further,  the  erup- 
tion of  chicken  pox  begins  as  a series  of  small,  sliglitlv  ac- 
cuminated  red  spots,  which  at  first  disappear  on  pressure.  In 
a few  hours  these  become  transfonned  into  rouml  or  oval, 
transparent,  tense  vesicles,  about  as  large  as  split  pea«^.  d'hese 
sometimes  have  a red  base,  although  they  are  at  times  seated 
on  a colorless  surface,  d'liey  apjieir  most  commonly  and  in 
greatest  number  on  the  trunk  and  coveiaal  portions  of  the 
body;  nsuaiiy  they  are  siijierfici  il,  have  no  thickened  floor, 
are  generally  not  nmhilicated,  do  not  pi'csent  a number  of  lo- 
culi, ami  when  j.'ricked,  collapse  almost  completely;  their  fluid 
contents  become  opalescent,  but  not  piirnieut;  th('y  begin  to 
undergo  desiccation  in  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours;  thin- 
brownish  yellow  scabs  foi-m.  which  in  a few  days  crumble  and 
fall  away,  leaving  reddened  pigmented  spots,  and  soimMimes 
tranci(mt  and  siipm-ficial  cicatrices.  In  conti'adistinction  to 
the  eruption  of  smallpox,  that  of  chicken  pox  generally  ap- 
pears in  successive  crops  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days 
or  a week,  and  in  a single  case  all  the  different  ])hases  of  the 
eruption  nny  be  present  at  the  same  time.  The  constitu- 
tional symptoms  gemu-ally  are  exceedingly  mild,  and  the  lem- 
poratiire  does  not  fall  when  the  eru|.>tion  appears,  as  it  does 
in  smallpox.  The  disease  occairs  almost  exclusivelv  in  chil- 
dren, although  many  instances  have  been  observed  in  adults. 
In  this  connection  it  should  be  borne  in.  mind  that  smallpox 
also  was  largely  a disease  of  ehildnm  until  the  iHuieficeiit 
effects  of  vaccination  almost  revolutionized  the  incidence  of 
the  disease. 

“The  ])iimary  eruption  of  smallpox  may  resemble  that  of 
measles,  but  the  latter  usually  appears  the  later,  and  with  its 
appearance  the  temperature,  wiiich  originally  had  been  high 
and  had  declined,  again  rises,  while  with  the  appearance  of 
the  papules  of  the  eruption  propei'  of 'smallpox  the  tempera- 
ture declines.  The  eruption  of  measles  furtlier  remains  essen- 
tially papular  throughout,  while  that  of  smallpox  become.^ 
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euccpssively  vesicular  and  pustular.  Catarrhal  symptoms  are 
earlier  and  usually  more  pronounced  in  measles  than  in  small- 
pox. The  latter  is  the  longer  disease. 

“There  may  be  a close  resemblance  between  typhus  fever 
and  smallpox  at  the  beginning  of  each  disease,  but  the  erup- 
tiim  of  the  latter  appears  a day  or  two  later  than  that  of  the 
former,  usually  avoids  the  face,  does  not  become  pustular,  is 
often  in  part  petechial,  and  the  temperature  does  not  decline 
with  its  appearance.  The  total  duration  of  typhus  fever  is 
considerably  less  than  that  of  smallpox. 

“In  the  headache,  the  pain  in  the  back  and  the  extrem- 
ities and  the  febrile  symptoms,  tvphoid  fever  may  at  first  be 
■suggested  in  a case  of  smallpox.  Epistaxis  and  diarrhtea  are, 
however,  likely  to  be  wanting  in  the  latter,  the  oiiset  of  which 
is  usually  abrupt,  while  that  of  typhoid  fever  is  insidious  and 
gradual.  Apart  from  the  marked  differences  in  tlie  character 
and  the  course  of  the  eruption,  that  of  smallpox  appears  ear- 
lier than  that  of  typhoid  fever,  and  its  appearance  is  attended 
with  decline  in  temperature  and  subsidence  of  the  other  febrile 
symptoms.  The  diazo  reaction  of  the  urine  and  the  Gruber- 
Widal  reaction  of  the  blood  are  peculiar- to  tvphoid  fever,  and 
the  subsequent  course  of  the  two  diseases  is  sufficiently  dis- 
tinct to  prevent  mistake. 

“The  scarlatiuaform  rash,  sometimes  present  early  in 
cases  of  smallpox,  and  which  may  be  suggestive  of  scarlet  fe- 
ver, is  generally  rejilaced  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  by  pa- 
pules, which  |in  turn  become  vesicles  and  pustules.  KiijUiire 
and  desiccation  occur  in  smallpox,  and  desquamation  olten 
in  large  flakes  or  sheets  in  scarlet  fever.  Further, 
sore  throat,  with  deposits  on  the  tonsils  or  in  the  pharynx, 
enlarged  cervical  or  submaxillary  lympliatic  glands,  and 
a ‘strawberry  tongue,’  are  peculiar  to  scai-let  fever; 
whereas  in  smallpox  headache  and  backache  are  the  more 
conspicuous. 

“The  rash  of  erysipealas  differs  from  the  early  roseola  of 
smallpox,  in  being  circumscribed  and  indurated  and  not  suc- 
ceeded by  an  eniption  of  papules,  vesicles  and  ])ustules,  but 
terminating  in  desquamation,  sometimes  after  the  formation  of 
blebs. 

“Contagious  impetigo  is  an  afebrile  cutaneous  disorder, 
attended  from  the  onset  witli  vesico-pustules  on  apparently 
healthy  skin.  The  lesion  is  large,  flat  and  superflcial,  and  on 
disappearing  leaves  no  scar.  The  disease  is  communicated 
only  by  contact  or  direct  inoculation,  and  it  ma}’’  spread  by 
auto-in  noculation. 

“The  pustular  syphilide  may  bear  a close  resemblance 
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to  the  eruption  of  smallpox,  but  it  .occurs  in  crops,  is  more 
superficiil,  is  le?s  indurated,  is  usu illy  free  frorn  umbillica- 
liion,  exhibits  no  tendency  to  ulceration,  is  unattended  with 
'dermatitis,  and  is  u*:uallv  associated  with  a coppery  discolor- 
'atioP  of  the  skin,  and  other  symptoms  of  syphilis,  particularly 
•granular  enlargement.  Much  the  same  points  of  differemia- 
tion  will  aid  in  the  separation  of  smillpox  and  other  syphil- 
‘tic  eruptions. 

“Smallpox  and  such  disorders  as  cerebro  spinal  meningi- 
tis, influenza,  rotheln,  and  various  erythematous  conditions  of 
the  skin,  may  for  a time  be  confounded,  but  a careful  scrutiny 
of  the  j)atient,  a consideration  of  its  associations,  and  the 
further  development  of  the  clinical  picture,  will  in  almost 
all  caries  clear  uu  any  doubt  that  that  there  may  have  been  in 
the  diagno.^s.  The  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  other  cases 
of  smallpox,  a history  of  exposure  to  infection,  and  the  ab- 
sen  -e  of  evidence  of  successful  vaccinal  ion  and  re-vaccination 
may  be  important  factors  in  reaching  a decision.  Error  can 
only  be  avoided,  however,  by  being  constantly  on  one’s  guard, 
and  alvva^'s  prepared  for  the  unexpected  and  the  expected 
alike.” 

DEVGUE,  which  prevailed  so  extensively  in  Key  West 
in  189\appeired  in  Miami,  about  the  first  of  July,  the  past 
Slimmer.  Why,  with  unrestricted  communication  from  Key 
West  in  l'S9'<,  and  an  augmented  population  at  Miami,  of 
some  si  ven  thousand  soldiers,  dengue  should  have  passed 
over  ^liami  in  189S,  to  appear  in  Jackson \;ille,  where  it  is 
• estimated  there  were  some  thousand  or  more  cases,  and  should 
have  apoeared  at  Miami  the  past  summer — and  nowhere 
else  in  the  State — is  one  of  the  unexplained  mysteries  con- 
neet^^d  with  disease  transmission.  As  Dr.  Jackson  exnlains 
in  his  report  on  the  subject,  the  departure  of  the  United 
States  troops  unfortunately  did  not  carry  the  many  physical 
ills  whic,h  the}'  brought  with  them.  After  their  departure, 
measles  and  typhoid  fever  prevailed  for  some  time  among  the 
native  population,  causing  much  suffering,  and  some  mortality, 
and  when  dengue  '^appeared,  its  advent  was  insidious  and 
mild  in  character,  occasioning  but  a few  days’  indi-position, 
so  that  at  first  it  was  not  recognized.  The  pains  and  aches, 
however,  soon  demanded  medical  attention,  when  the  charac- 
ter of  the  disorder  became  apparent.  Immediately  upon  be- 
ing no  ified  of  Dr.  Jackson’s  apprehensions,  the  Assistant 
State  Health  Offii*er  was  dispatched  to  Miami  to  assist  in  ar- 
riving at  a positive  diagnosis.  Dr.  Horsey  confirjned  Dr. 
Jackson’s  opinion,  and  on  the  24th  of  August  the  State  Health 
Officer  visited  Miami  and  saw,  with  Dr.  Jackson,  a case  in  its 
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mnpient  invasion  (Air.  Verncn-  Townley),  besides  oihei-s  irr 
diHerent.siagt>8  of  ihe  disease.  Therefore,  when  the  state- 
ment. IS  made— a statement  borne  out  l)v  bedside  notes  and 
chnieal  < liai  ts  that  dengue  did  jn-evail  in  Aliami  in  July 
August  and  8ei)tember,  there  seems  to  be  no  sen.sible  reason’ 
in  maintaining  that  the  diagno.ds  Avas  Ayrong.  From  the 
recrd  and  from  an  estimate  of  cases  in  the  practice  of  others’ 
Dr.  Jackson  computes  the  total  number  of  den-ue  cases  at 
x\lu.mi  as  about  three  Juindred,  and  witli  no  mortality. 

lELI^OW  hliA  F]|  prevailed  during  the  ]>ast  fall  at  Ivey 
West  and  jAJiaini.  Some  few  cases  Avere  reported  at  Port 
Tampa  city  and  on  tlie  Port  4'ampa  docks,  which  are  referred 
to  l)y  Dr.  AVeedon,  the  .sanitary  agent  for  llillsbonmo-h  county, 
in  Jus  report  on  tli(i  sul-ject,  and  el.^e where  noted."^  At  IveV 
West,  from  Septemlier  i>d  to  October  1 bth,  the  State  Health 
Othcer  had  ])ers.  nal  charge  of  the  epidemic,  and  at  Aliami 
fi-om  OctoJier  ’JOtli  to  tl.e  removal  cif  quarantine  resti'ictions 
(January  15th,  P)0U).  He  Avas  al.-o  in  peisonai  conti-ol  of 
sanitary  matleis  connected  Avitli  the  prevalence  of  Aellow 
fever  at  that  place.  It  was  ])racticable  for  tlie  State  Health 
Ofhcm- to  visit  JTrt  Tampa  docks  and  city  only  once  during 
the  falJ,  when  he  .saw  in  the  Altree  Ho.'spiial  at  Port  Tampa 
city  a case  of  fever  reported  to  him  a.s  ^-doubtful.”  Thi>  ca.-e, 
aftei  caicliil  e.xaniination,  was  determined  not  to  be  yellow 
tever.  which  deci>ion  was  cuifirmed  a few  days  later'  by  an 
autopsy,  post  nio’tem  e.vaminaiion  showing  advanced  stige- 
of  puliuiuiary  tuberculosis.  \\ 'hen  ca't'sof  a'cIIow  fever  were 
ailciAAaids  olticially  i*c])orted  at  I^ort  Tampa  citA%  it  Avas  nc»l 
judicious,  nor  Avmild  the  condition  of  ai'fairs  a^Miiinii  have- 
warranted  the  State  Othcei'in  leaving  Aliami  for  MioilKu-  tield 
ot  no  more  equal  iuijKutance.  The  reqiu-sts  Avhich  the  Slate 
Health  Ofiicer  receive.s  t<-  C"ine  here,  there  and  everv where  in 
the  Slate,  almost  siihnllaneou>ly,  are  certainly  complmentary 
and  flalieiing,  and  denote  a degree  of  cmifideiice  on  the  part 
of  ilie  jAcopie  Avliich  is  ajijireciated  and  cannot  be  overvalued, 
yet  It  must  be  remembered  that  such  omnipresent  properties 
no  liUnian- possesses,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  demanded  that 
Avhei(i  the  greatcsvt  good  is  t(j  be  accomplished^  and  the  lan- 
guage of  ihe  statute  jnoie  adtcjuately  complied  Avith.  is  the 
place  at  and  from  which  the  State  Health  Ollicer  should  control 
and  direct  o]>eiaiions.  HoAvever,  as  soon  as  Dr.  AVeedon  re- 
ported the  exi.>tence  of  ycdloAv  fever,  at  Port  Tampa  city 
quarantine  restrictions  Avere  imposed  at  that  point  and  main- 
tained until  it  AAuts  stated  that  the  disease  had  ceased  to  exist, 
from  AAl^at  can  be  Jearned  no  general  ej>idemic  Avas  eA^er  re- 
ported nor  anticipated,  neither  Avcre  the  people  of  Tampa  un-' 
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duly  apprehensive,  Avhich  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  former  years,  and  tends  to  shoAv  the  confidence  of  the 
j)eople  in  general  in  the  Board’s  ability  to  manage  and  control 
this  infectious  disorder.  At  Key  West,  the  Board  b*  ing 
slightly  in  funds,  hospital  accommodations  Avere  provided  for 
the  sick,  as  the  statute  permits,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  yelloAV 
fever  sick  Avere  admitted  on  their  OAvn  apj)lication,  and  none 
Avere  refused.  At  Aliami  the  generous  philanthropy  of  Air. 
Flagler  and  Air.  J.  K.  Parrott,  his  valuable  coadjutor,  erected 
a hospital,  brought  experienced  nurses  from  Ki^y  West  and 
Jacksonville,  defraying  all  expense  of  the  same,  and  in  other 
AA’^ays  contributed  to  the  financial  relief  of  the  afflicted  of  that 
place.  Alor  did  Air.  Flagler  c<)nfine  his  Christian  donations 
in  this  respect  to  Miami,  as  the  folloAving  telegram  from  Air.  J. 
K.  Parrott  plainly  indicates: 

“St.  Augustixe,  Fla.,  October  :>0,  1899. 
Dr.  Joseph  I . Portei\  State  Health  Ofj^cer.^  Aflamh  JSld.: 

I have  seen  your  Avii-e  to  Air.  Flagler.  By  Air.  Flagler’s 
authority  I Avill  pi'OAude  funds  for  hospital,  as  suggested,  Will 
you  go  ahead?  If  you  need  any  hnaucial  assist.ance  in  your 
troubles  in  Key  West,  or  any  other  point  in  Florida,  do  not 
hesitate  to  call  on  us. 

(Signed)  J.  II.  Paup.ott.” 

The  “Plant  System’’  oflicials  through  Supei'intendent  Dun- 
ham, also  kindly  and  promptly  offered  iransportaiion  to  nui’ses, 
to  and  from  Tampa  Avuhout  indiA  idual  expense  to  themselves 
or  the  Board. 

At  Key  Wt  st,  the  §tate  Board  of  Health  exercised,  through 
it  executive  ofiicer,  supervision  of  the  hosiiital  man.ageinent, 
yet  each  ])hysician  Avns  invited  ami  permitted  to  j)ro:e-sionally 
treat  in  the  building,  any  patient  Avho  might  be  sent  there  by 
his  medical  attendant.  It  Avas  purposed  to  canfiue  this  State 
charity  to  the  poor  and  indigent  sick,  am!  to  those  Avho  Avere 
fn'endless  and  alone,  but,  as  before  stated,  none  Avho  sought 
admission  Avcre  refused.  At  Aliami,  Avh(*re  the  (‘.x(.‘cuti ve  wiwk 
Avas  less  than  at  Key  West,  and  the  compass  of  tb.e  epidemic 
very  much  smaller,  consuming  less  of  the  entire  attention  nf 
the  State  Health  Ofiicer,  the  hospital  treatment  Avas  under  his 
control — at  the  i-equest  of  those  Ji  lmitted — and  Avith  gratify- 
ing results  both  to  the  patients  and  management.  4’hei-e  were 
1820  cases  of  yelloAV  fever  reported  and  recorded  at  Key 
W’^est  bet  Aveen  August  3 1st  and  Xoveraber  30th,  AAuth  a mor- 
ality of, 68.  These  figures,  hoAvever,  cannot  be  con.».idei-ed  as 
accurate  nor  as  representing  the  total  number  of  cases,  for  the: 


PAGINATION  INCORRECT 


■ 


1 


) 

I 


I • 


) 

r 


I 


1 

i 


t 


I 


f 


■n 


reason  that  the  epidemic  was  widespread  among  children  and 
of  such  a mild  character  that  many  families,  well  acquainted 
with  the  general  characteristics  of  the  disease,  and  havinir  a 
fair  knowledge  of  the  treatQient  dernamled — which  in  chil- 
dren amounts  to  only  simple  and  homelike  rerne<lies — did  not 
call  a physician  and  did  not  report  thesi  'k.  It  is  not  thought 
that  theie  was  any  intention  to  conceal  or  to  deceive  by  so 
» doing,  except  in  one  instance,  but  the  medical  men  were  hard 
woiked,  and,  besides,  a piolessional  visit  meant  monev,  and 
the  ex])ense  was  avoid(*d  by  home  treattiient,  which  was 
usu  illy  successful.  Various  estimates  have  been  made  by  those 
whose  duties  other  than  medical  professional  took  thein  about 
the  town  dui*ingthe  epidemic  period,  and  the  total  number  of 
cases  has  been  increase«l,  from  the  reported  and  rec-oi’ded 
number,  some  Hve  hundred.  This  is  thought  to  be  a fair  and 
conservmiive  estimate,  rather  in  access  than  below  the  nnmlier 
actually  sick.  On  this  estimate,  a mortalitv  of  slightly 
over.  4 per  cent  is  not  an  excessive  death  rate  during  a 
yellow  lever  prevalence.  The  disease  spread  slowly  at  Hrst, 
confining  itself  to  the  district  of  the  city  where  ini  rod  need, 
but  later  its  course  was  rapid  and  streets  were  swept  of  the 
non-immunes,  until  the  whole  inhabited  portion  of  the  i>land 
was  covered. 

At  Miami  the  epidemic,  commencing  with  the  Tlargmvo 
case  on  September  ’2*2d,  was  exceedingly  slow  in  its  extension, 
and  the  hope  was  at  first  in<lulged  that  Miami,  being  an  ex- 
ceedingly clean  town,  of  rock  foundation  ami  wind-swe])!,  par- 
ticularly at  the  beginning  of  ihe  fever,  that  the  life  of  the  epi- 
demic would  be  short.  It  ran,  however,  the  usual  ninety  days 
and  ceased.  Neither  did  all  those  exposed  contract  tlfe  dis- 
ease, lor  instances  of  most  remarkable  resistance  W(u*e  wit- 
nessed. There  were  220  cases,  with  a morality  of  14.  The 
experience  of  former  years,  which  has  also  been  noted  by 
other  observers,  was  confirmed  in  the  epidemics  of  yellow  fe- 
ver the  past  year,  that  when  the  infection  was  not  destroyed 
in  the  first  one  or  two  cases,  the  progress  of  the  disease  was 
uninterrupted  for  the  period  of  nineiy  days.  At  Key  West  the 
first  cases  were  recognized  about  the  la^t  of  August,  and  the 
cessation  of  the  epi«lemic  may  be  said  to  have  been  on  the  last 
days  of  November.  80,  also,  at  iMiami,  the  first  case,  Hir- 
grove,  was  on  the  -22d  of  Sejitember,  and  the  last  case  oc- 
curred on  the  1st  of  January  following.  The  medical  fea'ure.s 
of  the  epidemics  of  yellow  fever  this  year  are  both  interesting 
and  instructive  and  will  be  discussed  in  another  paper,  at  the 
State  Medical  Association,  before  those  medically  concerned 
in  the  subjects  of  etiology  and  pathology. 
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The  general  public  interest  centers  in  the  means  taken  to 
prevent  a spread  from  Kev  West  and  Miami  and  Port  Tampa 
Oitv,  and  more  particul  irly  to  the  question  of  source  of  in- 
troduction into  these  places  and  the  responsibility  therefor. 
The  disease  was  prevented  from  spreading  from  the  initial 
points  invaded  by  cordons  sanUaire.  more  particularly  known 
as  quHrantines,  both  maritime  and  land.  That  yellow  fever 
did  not  escape  from  those  points  to  others  in  the  State  answers 
quite  eft'ectu  illy  the  critici'ims  indulge  I in  by  a few  sceptics 
as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  system  adopted.  At  Key  West  the 
patrol  was  by  water,  the  exjiense  of  which  was  borne  by  the 
Federal  Government,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  under  the 
suvervi.vion  of  the  State  Health  authorities.  Every  boat  or 
person  leaving  the  island  for  any  purpose  whaGoever,  or  for 
any  point,  was  in>])ected  and  passed  upon  by  the  State  Health 
Officer,  and  lhi.>  inspection  was  afterwards  veiified  by  an 
officer  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service,  who,  un«ler  instructions 
•from  the  State  H.-alih  Officer,  rein^pected  vessels  on  leaving 
the  harbor.  Considering  the  immense  water  fleet  which  Key 
West  supports  in  her  fishing,  sponging,  wopd  and  key  farm- 
ing trade,  some  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  devoK'ing  upon  the  executive  officer  of  the  Board  in 
keeping  an  intelligent  watchfulness  over  the  movement  of  in- 
divi<luals.  That  h'cal  trade  might  be  safely  fostered  and. the 
neces>ilies  of  the  peo|)le  in  their  daily  wants  be  sustained,  the 
neighboring  keys  on  the  east  and  west  coasts  were  considered 
as  within  the  infectible  territory,  and  were  quarantined  from 
the  mainland  of  the  State.  On  the  east  side,  where  the  set- 
tlements on  the  keys  were  larger  and  of  a diverse  populition, 
many  of  whom  are  non-immune  as  to  yellow  fever,  this  pre- 
caution against  communication  with  the  State  proper  was 
highly  necessary,  that  the  farming  interests  on  the  keys  might 
not  suffer  by  being  cut  off  from  communicatiem  with  Key 
AVe.>t,  the  principal  base  of  market  and  supply  to  the.  inhabi- 
tants. Therefore,  when  the  representative  of  the  Super- 

vising Surgeon  General  of  the  Alarine  Hospital  Ser- 
vice, who  had  been  sent  to  Aliami  for  the  purpose 
of  observation,  requested  to  be  }>ermitted  to  assist  in 
the  work  of  excluding  yellow  fever  from  Aliami  via  Key 
AVest,  he  was  very  willingly  accorded  the  authority  to  insti- 
tute a water  patrol  against  Key  West  and  Key  Largo  and 
keys  to  the  southward.  Every  assistance  was  given  Past  As- 
sistant iMirgeon  Siimpson  in  this  work  by  the  local  representa- 
tives of  the  State  Board  of  Health  at  Miami,  and  quite  an 
«bi borate  and  c.ostly  service  was  placed  in  operation  by  him. 
This  action  of  Ur.  Stimpson  was  afterwards,  unfortunately, 
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repudiate'!  by  Supervising  Surgeon  General  \Vym  in,  and  the 
onus  ot  work  and  expense  had  subsequently  to  be  borne  by 
the  Stute  lioard  of  Ile.ilth. 

Arriving  at  3[iarni  late  Friday  niorht,  the  20th  of  October, 
the  next  day  and  Sunday  were  spent  in  investigating  cis^s  of 
“fever,’*  and  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the  22d,  the  following 
statement  was  given  to  the  public: 

Executivi-:  Office,  ) 
State  Board  of  Health  of  Florida,  v 
AIiaaii,  Fla.,  October  22,  1899.  ) 

To  the  Public  of  Miami: 

After  a cai'eful  examination  of  man  v of  the  cases  of  fever, 
the  State  Health  Ollic.er  announces  tlie  e.xistence  of  yellow 
fever  in  Aliaini.  Five  di'itinct  cases  of  yellow  fever  h ive  been 
seen,  ami  from  clinical  histories  submitted  th-re  are  doubtless 
several  otlmrs.  'fhe  infection  is  disti-ibuted  over  the  town," 
mild  in  character,  but  unmistakable  in  recognition.  'To  limit 
the  sjuvad  of  and  desn-oy  the  nifection  as  rapidly  as  j)ossible, 
a depopulation  of  Miami  is  recommended.  If  tiftsMir  more 
persons  will  leave  for  Hendersonville,  X.  C.,  which  place  will 
admit  yellow  fev(M*  l efugees  from  this  section,  a special  through 
train  will  be  jjrovided  by  the  East  Coast  Bailway  System.  A 
less  nurnb.er  than  fifty  wall  not  be  taken  by  connecting  lines 
at  Jacksonville.  As  soon  as  possible  a detention  cam])  for 
refugees  will  be  piovi  led  at  a convenient  point  for  those  who 
cannot  go  as  far  as  Hendersonville,  2s.  C.  The  quarantine  of 
Aliami  ami  the  surveillance  of  this  section  as  far  north  as  Aew 
River  (Fort  Lauderdale)  will  be  maintained  as  rigidly  as  hu- 
man ageiKw  can  effect  it. 

Joseph  Y.  Pof,i’er, 

State  1 lealth  Ollicer. 

Advising  a depopulation  of  the  place  to  prevent  the 
S])read  of  the  disease  and  to  check  the  epidemic,  a water  camp 
was  ra|)idl\' establi>hed  on  the  steamer  “Santa  Lucii,”  which 
was  anchored  down  the  bay,  and  around  which  were  githered 
vaiious  launches  and  sailboats  of  private  parties,  thus  afford- 
ing an  accommodation  for  sixty  odd  persons.  1 his  camp, 
which  was  named  “Camp  Francis  P.  h lerning,”  was  jilaced 
under  the  charge  of  Assi"tant  State  Health  Officer  Jlor^e}', 
and  was  admirably  managed.  That  piu’s.'ins  availing  them- 
selves of  the  hospitalit}^  of  the  State,  in  this  particular,  were 
satisfied  with  the  treatment  received  is  borne  out  by  the  fol- 
lowing testimonial  pi'esented  ^ to  .the  management  when  the- 
camp  was  discontinued,  after  ten  days’  service: 
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“Detention  Camp  Francis  P.  Flemino,  ) 

Qu/rantine  Station,  >- 
Steamer  Santa  Lucia,  November  b,  1899.  ) 

We,  the  undersigned,  desire  to  express  our  appreciation 
of  the  generous  treatment  accorded  us  by  the  olticers  of  the 
State  J^oard  of  Health  while  in  the  quarantine  detention  • 
camp  on  board  the  steamer  “Santa  Lucia,”  in  Biscaym*  I>ay. 

All  of  our  wants  have  been  most  liberall  v supplied,  the  ac- 
commodation much  better  than  we  had  a tight  to  expect, 
and,  notwiihstanditig  some  slight  discomfort  caused  bv.  in- 
clement weather  and  the  tedium  that  w'ould  naturally  attach 
to  our  isolated  position,  w'e  do  not  leave  the  “Santa  Lucia” 
without  regret. 

From  our  e.xperience  during  the  epidemic  while  at  Aliami 
and  in  quarantine,  we  heartily  endorse  the  methods  of  the 
State  Boaid  of  Health  under  the  excellent  manag(mnmt  of 
Dr.  Portei-,  and  trust  that  the  same  will  be  permanently 
maint.ained  as  a State  institution. 

ddie  tlninks  of  the  laffiigees  are  particularly  extended  to 
Dr.  Horsey,  under  wlu\se  charge  we  have  been  jilaced  for 
his  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness,  and  to  whose,  untiring 
vigilence  and  medical  skill  is  l;irgely  due  to  the  f.actthat  we 
have  passed  the  quai*nntine  jieiioil  without  infeciion,  and 
leave  the  steamer  in  tiie  best  of  heulth.  We  also  commend 
the  employes  of  the  camp  for  their  uniform  iiolileness  and 
attention  to  our  every  want.” 

With  the  establishment  of  “Camp  Fleming,”  a request  was 
made  of  the  Alarine  llos])ital  Service  for  a land  detention 
camp,  within  convenient  distance  of  Aiiami,  for  refugees  of 
both  races  desiring  to  leave  the  infected  territory.  With  the 
assistance  of  the  State  Health  authorities,  a site  was  secured  at 
Fnlford,  a small  railroad  siding  on  the  East  Coast  i-ailroad, 
about  twelve  miles  from  Aliami.  This  cam])  was  continued  in 
operation,  under  the  command  of  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon 
• Stimpson,  U.  S.  AI.  II.  S.,  until  persons  ceased  to  desire  to 
leave  Aiiami,  as  is  believed  to  have  been  conducted  to  the 
fullest  satisfaction  and  commendation  of  all  who.  sought  its 
refuge — judging  from  press  articles  praiseworthy  in  tone. 

J'hat  yellow  fever  was  introduced  last  year  in  Key  West, 
Aliami  and  Port  Tampa  City,  from  Cuba  no  thoughtful  and 
impartial  reader  of  the  reports  above  submitted  can  entertain 
any  doubt.  Cuba  was  the  only  West  Indian  island  or  foreign 
country  possessing  yellow  fever  in  endemic  form,  with  which 
any  trade  with  Southern  Florida  was  had  during  1899,  and 
therefore  to  seek  for  causes  in  obscure  ways  of  importation. 
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as,  for  instance,  through  New  Orleans  by  the  ^ 

throngh  the  same  city  from  Mexico,  or  via  ® 

irrilional  and  :illoi>;ical.  The  proposnion  is  indisi)Utable,  the 
Se  warimVortea  into  Floi'i.la  from  Ciha.  The  second 
Question  to  be  answered  is,  how  \Vas  the  disease  impoi  ted  ? 
And  tliirdlv,  and  the  most  important  of  the  contention  as  re- 

•lates’tothe^utnre  welfare  of  the  State  and  exemption  from 
future  visitations,  the  responsibility  for  the  introduction  o ye  - 

low  fever  into  Florida  the  past  year. 

The  renorls  of  Brs.  Sweeting,  Horsey,  Jackson  and 
Weedon,  acting  and  reporting  independently  oi  each  oth.ei, 
all  siimrest  that  inefficient  disinfectioii  of  vessels  or 
admiinstration  of  passenger  |iraliqiie  at 

vitas,  or  both,  to  have  been  the  source  ot  itnpoilaiion  into 
this  Slate.  Whether  the  trunks  with  false  boitoms,  winch 
have  been  alluded  to  and  el.^ewhere  illustrated,  an.l  about 
which  Dr.  Browder  kindly  writes  in  answer  to  some  queries, 
were  or  were  not  the  directly  inciting  cause  of  the  epidemic 
at  Kev  West,  or  whether  persons  were  improperly  passed  as 
immune  by  the  United  btates  Marine  Hospital  Service  at 
Havana  wL  were  not  immune  (as  has 

least  one  well  authenticated  luslance,  as  witness  the  t-ti  tih- 
cate  of  Jlr.  Sanbiirg,  who  in  September  experienced  yellow 
fever  in  Key  West',,  and  thus  became  the  producing  /oet  bj 
developing  a case  of  yellow  fever  after  arriva  , and  not  at  hrst 
recoo-iiized,  makes  no  material  difference  iii  the  ou'ciim^taiitial 
chain  of  evidence  and  as  establishing  the  fact 
api.arentlv  a careless  and  perlimctory  dis.ffiarge  ° 
some  Government  officials  stationed  m Havana  and  other 
Cuban  cities.  The  presumption  is  very  strong  m lavor  of 
the  trunks  with  false  bottoms  which  were  seized  tor  supposed 
violalion  ot  tlie  customs  regulations,  being  tlie  distribuung 
S^s  of  the  epidemic  at  Key  West.  These  ^^.'■ks  we^ 
inspected  by  tlie  Chief  Inspector,  an  immune,  i.ssisu.d  lit  a 
special  depiitv  Inspector  of  Customs,  who  was  a non-immime. 
Another  non-immiine,  also  an  employe  of  ihe  Customs  House, 
fnd  as  far  as  can  be  determined,  the  only  other  non  imimme 
in  tile  Customs  House  force,  handled  the  soiled  ' 

were  in  the  main  body  ot  the  trunks  and  inspected  quite 
minutely  some  necktie's  which  attracted  attentiou  by  U.eir 
nrettv  appearance.  Dr.  Browder  (the  special  deputy  Inspec- 
tor above  alluded  to)  was  taken  sick  within  the  moiibative 
period  of  the  di.seas^  after  handling  the  contents  ot  those 
trnnk«?  aiid  Ea^aii,  the  other  uon-immune  above  men- 

ri  net’  sickeiied  alew  d’ays  afterwards.  None  of  the  mmiine 
force  were  stricken.  The  infection  rapidly  spread  from  Dr. 
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Browder  to  the  other  inmates  of  his  boarding  house,  and  afl 
were  sick  within  the  period  of  a week,  with  the  exception  of 
Mr.  Sudlow,  the  proprietor,  who  had  experienced  an  attack 
of  yellow  fever  in  Jacksonville  in  1888. 

Seemingly  commencing  on  Duval  street,  the  infection 
spread  up  that  street,  and  then  branched  to  neighboring 
thorouo-lifares.  Division  street,  however,  which  runs  at  rioriit 
angles  to  Duval  and  some  squares  distant  from  where  the  first 
cases  on  Duval  street  occurred,  was  not  invaded  for  three 
weeks  after  the  disease  was  recognized  in  the  lower  portion 
of  the  cit}^  and  near  the  water  from.  The  week  preceding  the 
23d  of  August  the  State  Health  Officer  spent  in  Key  West, 
and  his  attention  was  not  directed  to  any  unusual  sickness. 
The  day  he  left  Key  West  for  Miami  (August  23)  he  made 
inquii-y  of  Drs.  Sweeting  and  Fogart^q  who  were  paying  a 
friendly  visit,  if  either  of  them  had  seen  any  case  or  cases  of 
fever  which  might  in  any  way  be  construed  as  “doubtful.” 
Both  replied  that  they  had  not,  and  this  is  corroborated  by 
their  bedside  notes  of  cases  which  developed  within  that  week 
and  the  week  following.  It  has  been  suggested  from  a review 
of  the  mortuary  record  of  Key  West  during  July  and  the  first 
portion  of  August  that  cases  of  j^ellow  fever  may  have  oc- 
curred piior  to  the  first  recognized  case  (August  26),  and 
which  were  returned  to  the  city  Health  Department  under  a 
misapprehension  of  other  diseases.  Among  this  number  is 
mentioned  the  death  of  Carl  Burgos,  a boy  of  10  years,  who 
died  on  the  12th  of  Augu>t,  of  reported  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis. From  some  doubtful  symptoms  (jonuected  with  his 
death  the  possitility  of  yellow  fever  has  been  suggested.  Dr. 
Maloney  has  been  communicated  with,  and  ihe  following  cor- 
responclencfc  gives  the  information  obtained  in  regard  to  the 
case: 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  1,  1900. 

Dr,  J.  B.  Maloney,,  City: 

Dear  Doctor — It  has  been  mentioned  to  me  that  a patient 
of  yours  who  died  last  fall — a boy  by  the  name  of  Burgos, 
whose  mother  lives  on  Whitehead  street,  opposite  the  County 
Court  House — was  possibly  a case  of  yellow  fever,  from  the 
fact  of  short  illness,  yellow  discoloration  of  the  skin  and  black 
vomiting.  Will  you  kindly  give  me  such  information  as  your 
notes  at  the  time  and  memoiy  bince  may  be  able  to  furnish. 

Believe  me,  'Doctor,  that  in  seeking  this  information  and 
other  queriies  which  I have  heretofore  made  of  you,  I am 
prompted  not  to  annoy  you  or  to  take  up  your  time, 
which  is  so  much  employed  with  the  sick,  but  if  I am  to  give 
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the  people  of  Florida,  a triUhfiil  and  honest  opinion  of  the 
coniineneeinent  of  this  last  year’s  epidemic,  I must  sift  all 
rumors  and  suspicions.  If  you  have  positive  knowledfre  of  the 
fact  of  no  other  sickness  in  the  Bui’gos  familv  after  the  death 
of  the  little  hoy,  or  the  contrary,  such  information  will  be  of 
much  importance. 

Thanking  yon  in  advance,  I am,  Doctor, 

Vei-v  tnilv, 

(Signed)  JOSEFII  Y.  FOUTFn, 

State  Ifcalih  Oflicer. 

Kiev  West,  Fi,a.,  Yarch  5,  1900 

Drar  Doctor  Dorter: 


Half  worked  to  death  and  sick  enough  to  be  in  bed,  I shall 
try  to  answer  yours  of  the  1st,  since  1 appreciate  that  you 
might  have  anticipated  an  earlier  reply.  Carlos  Bur<ros  wa< 
taken  ill  Ano-u>t  Gth,  and  died  Auiiiist  I’Jth.  I >aw  him  on 

vT' 

the  7th.  I made  a diagnosis  of  spotted  b^ver,  and  since  then 
1 have  had  no  cause  to  change  my  diagnosis.  To  me  the  case 
was  ty])ical  of  certdn*o  spinal  meningitis.  I saw  no  ca'e  like 
his  during  the  epidemic  of  yellow  fevei’,  nor  do  I evei’.c'Xpect 
to.  "ion  know  that  I saw  a gi’eat  many  cases  of  yellow  fever 
in  the  ])a.st  epidemic;  never  lost  an  ^>p])oitunitv  to  see  the 
most  malignant  as  well  as  the  mild.  Xo  case  presented  symp- 
toms like  the  Burgos  child.  The  boy  had  cerciiro  spinal  eru|)- 
tion-',  opisthotpnos,  kcenig’s  sign,  iiUense  headache  and  raj>idly 
passed  into  delirnm  of  a maniacal  or  labid  type,  and  of  course 
died  at  about  u.vual  time  of  bad  case  of  sootted  fever.  Xo 
one  contracted  tever  from  the  house  in  which  he  died.  Cox, 
a lay  mini>ter,  and  Stui’gers,  the  Baptist  preacher,  were  in 
con>tant  attendance,  the  other  children  of  the  house  were 
around  more  or  less,  and  not  single  case  of  yellow  feyer  oc- 
curred amoiig  those  exposed  for  more  than  a month  afier. 
None  of  those  taken  in  tiepternber  had  any  symptoms  that  the 
Bui-gos  child  showed. 

Yours  Ver}^  sincerel}^ 

(Signed)  J.  B.  MALOXEY. 


So,  also,  has  it  been  suggested  that  Miss  Layinia  W’’eech,  a 
natiye  of  the  Bahamas,  aged  32,  dying  on  the  29th  of  August, 
of  reported  meningitis,  may  have  been  an  unrecognized  case 
of  yellow  fever.  The  correspondence  with  her  medical  at- 
tendant, who,  ',in  this  instance,  was  the  City  Health  Otiicer — 
Dr.  Plummer — gives  information  on  this  point.  Again,  Mike 
Cosgrove,  a boy  of  1 1 years  of  age,  who  died  on  the  31st  of 
August  of  typho-malaria!  fever,  was  also  a patient  of  the  City 
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Health  Officer,. has  been  commented  upon  as  highly  “suspiidoin 
of  yellow  fever,”  is  explained  by  Dr.  Plummer  in  the  follow- 
ing correspondence: 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  1,  1900. 
Dr.  J.  P7  R.  Plummer.,  City  Physician.,  Key  West.,  Fla.: 

Dear  Doctor;  It  has  been  mentioned  to  me  that  two 
ca'^es  in  whi  *.h  the  result  wa-?  fatal,  an  1 which  were  treated  by 
you  last  summer,  or  fall,  might  possibly  have  been  yellow  fe- 
x^er,  namely,  a young  woman  by  the  name  of  Weech,  and  the 
grandson  of  Capt.  Piiilip  Cosgrove,  and  as  I am  trying  to  de- 
termine the  first  ca<e  or  cases  of  yellow  fever  in  this  cit}"  last 
year,  I will  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  a detailed  history  of 
those  cases,  and  also  for  any  additional  information  which  will 
throw  any  light  on  this  most  interesting  subject. 

Very  truly, 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  Y.  PORTER, 

State  Healih  Officer. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  2,  1900. 
Dr.  Joseph  Y,  Porter,  State  Health  Officer,  Key  West,  Pla.: 

Dear  Doctor:  In  reply  to  yours  of  yesterda\%  making  in- 

quiry as  to.  cases  of  Miss  Weech  and  the  grandson  of  Capt. 
Philip  Cosgrove,  which  you  say  have  been  mentioned  to  you, 
micht  possibly  have  been  cases  of  yellow  fever,  and  also  any 
additional  information  which  might  throw  light  on  determin- 
ing the  first  case  or  cases,  I will  state,  as  to  Miss  Weech,  that 
she  was  a young  woman  twenty-two  years  of  age,  who  sud- 
denly suppressed  her  menses  by  taking  a cold  bath;  she  had 
not  one  characteristic  sympton  of  }’ellow  fever.  Her  symp- 
toms were  in  exact  accorance  with  the  cause  of  her  disease, 
which  was  suppression,  as  aforesaid. 

The  suppression  caused  a determination  of  blood  to  several 
organs,  and  especially  to  the  brain,  which  set  up  a congestion 
of  it  and  its  meninges,  which  resulted  in  a meningitis,  from 
which  she  died,  in  spite  of  li  Jt  baths,  purgatives,  emmena- 
gogues  and  revulsive  treatment.  At  the  time  of  and  for  sev- 
eral days  after  the  death,  there  was  no  thought  or  suspicion 
olf  yellow  fever,  but  subsequent  to  the  announcement  of  the 
first  case  there  may  have  been  a rumor  among  the  laity  that 
the  case  possibly  might  have  been  yellow  fever;  by  whom  and 
why  this  rumor  was  set  afloat,  of  course  I have  nothing  to  do 
with.  I view  it  as  absurd  and  ridiculous.  Of  course  the  laity 
entertain  or  spread  many  rumors  about  many  things.' 
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Ar  to  the  case  of  the  grandRon  of  Capt.  Philip  Cosgrove  ^ 

hrd\e;rjuff:rLgr  sCe"  -i-'l->7i7^  ’ £'La 

i„i„,  ...j  r»3"™  ‘I'f  “'iS™:.":..  m'.  u'.  » |'»  «■■•“''>«' 

was  concurred  in  by  J.  * _ charaeterislio  syni- 

in  consultalion  wilu  m . been  meniioned  to 

toms  of  yellow  fever  in  tins  d^atlu  pro- 

n.e  that  a medieal  gentle, v,.te^^^  .,- al. 

n 'iinced  It  yellow  fevei,  niedical  "cnilernau 

has  al.o  been  menUonec  o me  that  tlns^  J 

uCr  the  d°y  the  palient'died,  and  the, -e  was  a 
Tml  ,,nbllo  Leral?  This  ts  all  I have  at  present  to  say 

*'’ttras''"!:rdUiS'infor,,.atio.t  it  has  heen  ntentioned^tm 

me  that  there  had  bee,,  seve,  al  eases  Yy„v",.yvbielT  one 

first  ea-es  reported  and  ,,„q, 

of  my  inioi-mants  o^t-ta  \ vellow  fever  that  be 

to  report  to  me  llie  nnmbe  o othei'"  medical  gentlemen 

ha, I then  on  hand,  that  he  and  t 'O  otl  e,  me 

had  had  similar  cases  for  two  ' ’ of  yellow 

before  teport  and  genilen.en 

' i«.  e»;,  I..  ..i*  w.™  “ '■»• 

ph.dd  fever  me  that  a case  in  which  a 

It  has  also  been  nuntnmul  t been  vellow  fever, 

fatal  result  oocnn-ed  n,ig  i consultant  pro- 

mm:,::e®^Nttereirspmll  'meningitis.  I .in.ply  mention  this- 

b.™  «,nlon.d  ..  .™  .'»•  ■1»"  ™ t" 

formaiiun  on  Uiis  oios  "so'osmg  o'^^jo 

/■‘^icrned'i  J-  W.  V.  K.  Pi.uiimer, 

° •*  City  Health  Officer. 

, I 

es  V • ne  snf  Ancrust  2-2d  the  State  Health  Officer  waa 
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bis  brotliet',  Capt.  James  Harris.  Wlietl  the  house  was  reached 
Capt  Hams  was  found  in  ai'ticzdo  mortis^  but  from  the  history 
of  a sickness  of  short  dnraliois  and  unexpected  fatal  termina- 
tion by  the  members  of  the  family,  a distrust  of  the  nature  of 
the  sickness  was  aroused,  wdiich  led  to  a close  questioning, 
but  failed  completely  to  discover  any  symptoms  wliich  might 
be  considered  as  lho<e  o'  yellow  fever,  except  as  just  stated, 
the  short  period  of  illness.  The  history  of  the  case  is  here.- 
given  in  Dr.  Harris’  own  language: 

Key  West,  Fla.,  February  I9D0'. 
Jdr.  J.  V.  Harris,  Citij:  ^ 

Deae  Doctor — 1 deferring  to  a conversation  respecting 
the  last  illness  of  your  brotiter,  Cajit.  James  Harris,  wdll  you 
kindly  give  me  a bi>tory  of  bis  case,  detailing  as  minutely  as 
you  may  be  able,  bolli  from  notes  and  recollection,  the  salient 
features  of  bis  sickness?  Do  you  think  that  Capt.  Harris 
could  have  died  from  yellew  fever,  ami  unrecognized  by  you, 
and  can  3011  trace  any  connection  between  his  movements 
about  the  city  piior  to  Ids  .dekness,  and  others  wlio  were  sub- 
sequently siek  with  yellow  fever?  In  this  connection  any  in- 
foimation  v ldch  yon  may  be  able  to  give  me  vbicb  will  throw 
anv  liglit  11)1011  llie  sonice  of  infection  of  ]a^t  fall,  the  first 
cases,  and  how^  long  (xisting  in  the  city  )nior  to  ri cognition 
by  the  physicians  will  be  very  gratefully  received  and  ac- 
knowledged. 

yours  very  truly, 

JosECH  Y.  Porter,  M.  D. 

IState  Health  Officer. 

Key  West,  March  1,  1900. 
Hr.  J.  Y.  Porter,  State  Health  Officer: 

Dear  Doctor:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  Feb- 

riiaiv  27tb,  with  regard  to  the  inception  and  sjiread  of  yel- 
low "fever  in  this  city  during  the  montli'  of  August  last, 
and  my  knowledge  thereof,  I beg  to  make  the  following  state- 
ment: 

Upon  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  that  month  I was  called 
upon  by^  Dr.  C.  B.  Sweeting,  the  quarantine  officer  of  the 
State  Boaid  of  Health  at  lids  |iort,  to  consult  with  him  in  re- 
gard to  the  sickness  of  Dennis  E.agan,  an  inspector  of  the  cus- 
tom house,  Avho  had  been  taken  sick  with  fever  upon  the  26th 
of  that  month,  and  Avhich,  he  told  me,  was  a very  suspicious 
case. 
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We  made  a thorough  examination,  and,  with  tho.,.£;i^eption 
of  albumen  in  tlie  urine,  hndiiig  the  usual  <liaguosiic  symp- 
toms of  yellow  fever,  we  ai^reed  upon  a diagnosis  to  that  ef- 
fect, hut  decided  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  interests  of  all 
concerned  ti>  wait  until  the  next  moiming  and  make  another 
test  before  wiring  State  Health  OlHcer  Porter,  d'he  doctor 
then  told  me  that  he  had  anotlier  suspicio  is  case,  in  the  per- 
son of  William  Browder,  a sj)ecial  inspector,  and  said  that  he 
would  also  get  a specimen  of  his  water.  Early  the  next  morn- 
ing, upon  testing  these  specimens  with  heat  and  nitric  acid,  we 
ft)und  an  abundant  deposit  of  aibumen  in  both,  confirming  our 
diagnosis  in  Eagan’s  case  and  Dr.  Sweeting’s  suspicions  in 
that  of  Browder. 

Pi’evious  to  that  time  I had  no  suspicious  case  in  practice, 
nor  had  1 lieard  of’ any  from  other  phy>ieians,  neither  do  I be- 
lieve that  ail}'’  exi^ted.  These  gentlemen  were  both  boarding 
upon  Duval  street,  less  than  thi-ee  blocks  apart.  Cases  begun 
to  develop  rapidly;  one  case  begat  another,  and  that  still 
anothei-,  calling  vividlv  to  mind  the  repopulating  of  the  earth 
after  the  deluge.  Starting  from  the  boarding  house  of 
Browder  and  Eagan,  as  foci,  the  infection  began  to  spread, 
each  ease  funiishing  a new  center,  its  rainifications  extending 
in  every  direction,  crossing  and  recrossing  each  other  until  the 
network  made  by  its  radiations  resembled  an  immense  spider- 
web, only  stopping  for  a while  at  Division  street  until  its 
scouts  could  return  and  )/ick  up  such  non  imnuines  that  had 
been  overlooked,  and  finally  leaping  that  barrier  and  contin- 
uing its  course  to  the  waters  surrounding  our  i>land,  only 
stopping  its  ravages  because  its  energies  were  expended,  from 
the  simple  fuct  that  there  was  nothing  left  to  feed  upon. 
Within  less  than  three  blocks  of  Browder’s  boarding  house 
there  e.xisted,  to  my  knowledge,  over  one  hundred  cases  (a 
list  of  which  is  appended),  mO't  of  whom  were  j)ersonal I y -at- 
tended by  me,  and  all  directly  traceable  to  that  focus.  xMany 
of  these  spent  the  day  in  the  city  within  the  infected  district, 
sleeping  at  night  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  and  thus  spread- 
ing the  pestilence  more  rapidly.  I am  satisfied  that  the  esti- 
mate of  lire  number  of  cases,  which,  of  course,  could  only  offi- 
cially be  made  from  the  reports  of  physicians,  was  entirely  too 
small.  Most  Ke}'  West  people  attend  thir  own  families  when 
sick  with  yellow  fever,  and  I believe  that  if  the  number  of 
cases  had  been  put  at  2,5u0,  it  would  have  been  much  nearer 
the  mark. 

With  regard  to  the  report  as  to  the  cause  of  the  death  of 
my  brother,  Capt.  James  W.  Harris,  I can  only  state  that  it 
was  utterly  without  foundation.  His  death  was  caused  by 
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heart  failure,  arising  from  tobacco  heart,  as  was  eviderit  fromc 
his  intermittent  pulse,  the  absence  of  normal  rhythm  and-' 
other  symptoms.  We  were  aware  »f  this  when  ho  first  cima 
to  us,  our  attention  having  bee«i  called  to  the  fact  by  himself. 
The  immediate  exciting  cause  of  his  dea  h was  a violent  attack 
of  cholera  morbus,  brought  on  by  imprudence  in  eating;  his- 
stools  were  never  siipiciou-’,  and  alter  the  purging  ainl  vomit- 
ing was  checked,  whi<  h was  done  in  a ft^w  hours  from  the  in- 
ception of  the  atta(-k,  his  stools  were  what  f would  st\lo 
healthy  “baby  stools”  up  to  his  death.  My  brother  had  a 
sev’eie  attack  of  yellow  fev’er  in  ^Memphis,  feiin.,  durino*  the 
year  1878,  from  which  he  came  near  (lying. 

Now,  with  regard  to  ihe  origin  of  the  infection,  it  has  been 
clearly  shown  that  Browder  and  Ea(gan  were  the  first  cases 
kn<)wn  to  exi-^t,  and,  of  course,  the  only  (Question  to  <lecide  is 
wheie  they  caught  it.  As  soon  as  the  disease  made  its  appear- 
ance, 1 immediately  endeavored  to  trace  it,  and  found  that  two 
trunks  which  were  brought  in  on  the  steamer  Olivette  upon  the 
14th  of  .August,  and  which  it  was  reported  h.id  beeti  disin- 
fected in  Havana  had  been  seized  by  Inspire, tors  Browdi^r  and 
Eagan  and  examined  by  them  upon  the  )5th  <>f  that  month. 
The  body  of  the  trunk  was  filled  with  diity,  foiil  sniel  on  g 
clothimg,  with  a false  bottom  containing  cigarettes.  Browder 
and  Eagan’ were  taken  sick  shortly  after,  amLall  ca.ses  ari-ing 
can  be  traced  diiamlly  to  them,  and,  reasoning  a the 

only  h'gieal  conclusion  to  be  arrived  at  is  that  thev  were  in- 
fected by  the  germs  brought  over  frotn  Havatia  in  that  trunk, 
and  that  they  transmitted  the  infection  to  the  iieople  of  Key. 
AVest. 

1 am,  Doctor, 

Very  truly  and  fraternally  yours,’ 

(Signed.)  J.  V.  Harris,  xM.  D. 

I append  a list  of  a small  t>ortion  of  the  vellow  fever  cases 
directly  traced  to  Inspectors  Browder  and  E-man. — .1.  V Har- 
ris, M.  D.: 

Browder,  foot  of  Duval  street,  August  24th. 

Eag.an,  Duval  street,  distant  three  blocks,  August  *29. 

Stockin  and  Aforris,  Duval  street,  one  block,  August  *29. 

Florida  and  Marian  Harris,  Dnval  street,  one  block,  Auo-ust 
31.  ° 

Eight  lodgers  same  house  with  Browder. 

1 wen ty- two  people,  in  half  block,  foot  of  Duval  street,  half 
block  distant. 

Seven  cases  Bdberu’s  Restaurant,  same  block.  . •' 

Four  cases  U.  B.  Company,  one  block. 
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Rospn,  Duval  Rtreet,  directly  opposite  Eagan,  three  block* 

from  Browdt^r,  Sei)tember  1st. 

Bain,  Fh^ming  street,  lialf  l>lock  from  Ea^an,  August  30. 
Patei  Eaton  street,  near  Duval,  S‘^ptember  1st. 

Hunter,  Whitehead  street,  one  block  from  Eagan,  August 

31. 

O'Brien,  Caroline  street,  one  and  a half  blocks,  September 
1st. 

Hankins,  Duval  street,  one  block,  September  1st. 

Lnson  and  ^lariin,  Caroline  street,  about  two  blocks,  about 

Align 't  30ih. 

Two  Higgs  children,  Duval  street,  one  block  from  Eagan, 
September  1st  and  3d. 

Anlick  & WMlierman,  Duval  street,  one  block  from  Brow- 
der, Se|)teinber  2d  and  3d. 

Four  cases  Bolio’s,  Duval  street,  opposite  Browder’s,  August 
31st,  September  2d,  3<1  and  6ilv 

Henning,  Caroline  street,  one  and  a half  blocks  from  Brow- 

der’s,  September  7th. 

Larkin,  Electric  Light  Company,  two  bh^cks,  September  9th. 
Sev«m  Va'es,  corner  Duval  and  Caroline, block  and  a half  from 
Browder’s,  September  9ih  to  Ibih. 

Boynton,  Duval  stre^'t,  half  bha-k,  September  6th. 

Three  cases  printing  office,  Green  street,  September  9th  to 
I3th. 

Harris.  Duval  street,  one  and  a half  blocks,  September  Gth. 
Nile-,  Duval  street,  same  bhu-k,  September  I 3th. 

Shelly,  three  cases,  September  Sth.  one  block. 

Simms,  three  cases,  two  and  a half  block'^,  September  16th. 
Sewell,  Front  street,  two  blocks,  September  llt’n. 

Cochran,  Fiont  street,  two  blocks,  September  12ih. 

Flores,  Duval  stri'et,  opposite  Browder’s,  September  13th. 
Lewis,  foot  d'homas  street,  tvv<»  l)h*cks,  September  13th. 
I^IoS"',  1 lopkitis.  Sands,  Sewal,  Duval  street,  September  22d  to 
30th,  one  block. 

Four  Monisalvatge,  Tel  alh-y,  one  block,  September  13th. 
Hao’er<lorn,  Green  street,  half  block,  Septembei’  13th. 

Man  at  Gwyn’s,  ."ame  block. 

Trevor,  Du\od  street,  one  block,  September  14th. 

Scott,  Weatherford,  Ellsmore,  Ellsmere,  three  blocks. 
Grillon,  three  Mocks. 

Bellini,  one  block,  September  23d. 

Bishop,  two  blocks,  October  13th. 

When  Ca]»t.  Hairis  was  seen  by  the  State  Health  Officer  he 
ihad  just  died.  There  was  nothing  in  the  appearance  of  the 
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body  denoting  a death  from  yellow  fever.  Every  possible  in- 
quiry short  of  a post-mortem  e'caminali  m was  made  and  di- 
recie<l  towaid  ascertaining  this  f.-ict,  but  Dr.  Harris  was  so. 
positive  in  his  statements  of  symptoms  and  nature  of  sickness 
-and  cau-e  of  demise,  ttiat  it  was  not  thought  to  be  necessary 
’to  further  question  or  doubt  the  diagnosis.  Besides,  when, 
later  on,  and  after  yellow  fever  had  been  i-ecogniz  *d  and  <le- 
■clared  as  epidemic  on  the  island,  in,  discussing  the  subject  a 
second  time  with  Dr.  Ilari’is,  he  very  po.-itively  stated  tliat  his 
brothel-,  Capt.  IlarkH,  had  experience*!  an  attack  of  yeliow 
fever  in  Memphis  in  1>78,  which  came  very  near  being  fatd 
fro.m  black  vomit  as  a c.ompli«-ation  in  the  illness.  At  the 
time  of  death  none  of  these  above-mentioned  cases,  except 
that  of  Mike  Cosgrove,  seemed  to  have  aroused  any  appre- 
iien>ion  of  being  other  than  what  were  returned  as  the  cause 
of  death,  and  therefore  the  «loubts  and  suspicions  now  e<- 
.pressed  are  purely  hoc  ojiinions  ami  di'CiHsions  suggested 

by  the  subsequent  development  of  tlie  disease  and  the  eff>>rtt 
^4,0  determine  the  ditectf  iis  first  appearance. 

'These  cases  are  mentioned  because  it  is  the  purpose  of  the 
wiiter  to  state  all  facts  that  have  come  pr  have  been  pre- 
seme  I to  his  attention  as  in  the  least  bearing  upon  this  ques- 
tion of  cause  anti  first  appearance.  Whether  or  mft  they 
were  c is6s  of  3'ellow  fever  c,an  neither  he  affi  ined  nor  denied, 
-except  in  the  case  of  Capt.  Harris,  fortheStite  Health  Offi  *.er 
did  not  see  iheni.  As  far  as  determining  the  responsib.lir.y 
for  y»*llow  fever  intrpdiicti«»n  into  Key  West  this  past  year, 
thev  have  no  important  hearing  noon  the  subject. 

Whether  Dr.  B ow<ler  or  Mr.  E igan  w«*re  the  first  cases  of 
yellow  fever,  "r  whethey  tlie  iiifecti'»n  was  jires-mt  on  the 
island  for  a week  or  two  previ  )us  to  Lite  23  I of  August,  is  of 
no  essential  value  in  determining  the  responsibility  of  intro- 
duction. Havani  was  the  only  yellow  fever  intec.te*!  port 
with  which  Key  West  ha*l  any  coin  nmiication,  an  I the  quar- 
an  ine  and  s iiiitary  surveillance  of  ves-eL,  baggage  an .1  per- 
sons from  llrat  port  to  Flodda  ports  w'as  entirely  ami  coin- 
plntely  under  Fcleral  coni.rol,  exercised  by  the  .Nliriiie  H )S- 
pital  officials  at  llivana.  After  the  cessation  of  tlie  Spani-<h- 
American  war  ami  the  assumption  bv  onr  Government  of 
military  control  of  Cuba,  the  Marine  Hospital  Servit*.e,  iin  ler 
the  directi  'ii  of  the  President,  imine<li  itely  estiblished  the 
fu'iciions  of  a nati-mal  qiiaranline  service  at  all  the  Cuban 
ports  'Fne  completeness  wiih  which  this  service  iisiirpt-d  all 
authority  is  app  irent  from  the  fact  that  by  the  1st  of  .July, 
1899,  ves-els  and  baggage  desiined  for  Florida  ports  and 
v^which  for  ten  years  previous  to  the  Spanish  war  had  been  dis- 
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• » infected  by  Florida  State  officials  OTi  arrival  at  Florida  ])orts 

were  reported  disinfected  at  Havana  and  so  labeled  and 
pratique^  Without  causing  friction  vith  the  Pederal  sani- 
tarv  powers  on  a subject  on  which  there  was  ^.ly  a general 
feelina  of  distrust  and  no  positive  evidence  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude upon  which  to  discredit  tlie  metliods  of  the^ said  service, 
it  would  have  been  inadmissible  and  ill  judged  to  have  le- 
fiised  to  accept  the  certificates  of  the  hederal  ofiicers. 

;i  Suspicion  and  distrust  are  not  adequate  for  action  in 

such  an  imiurtant  matter,  whoe  the  comfort  of  ]iersons,  in- 
temiptionoftrade,-and  possible  d.  struction  of  commerce  is 
i conccr.ud,  and  which  would  have  i.  evitably  followe<l  a -re- 

disinfcctii  n of  baggage  and  detention  of  vessels  aftei  aiiual 
at  Florida  ports.  ^ This  ].hase  of  the  situatnm  is  re  mred  to 
in  this  coiiiu  ction  and  s.  mcMliat  dis:uss( d because  n has  since- 
i been  ask(d,  ‘-Why,  if  the  State  statute  and  thehcderal  actot 

■ |!  •;  conferred  authority  to  re-disinfect  ves.sels  and  baggage 

i - at  Florida  })orts  of  arrival,  was  it  not  done?”  T he  Board  anc 

its  E^ecmi^e  Officer  did  not  desire  to  place  themselves  in  an- 
laooibsm  to  the  Federal  amln  rity  without  sufficient  evidence 
or"  ami)lv  coiub  mantorv  ])rouf  ot  im  ffie-iency  of  methods  as 
praetn  ed  bv  the  lAlaiine  ll.’Si.ital  Service  in  Havana  and  else- 
wlure  ill  Cuba.  When  conversing  on  this  subject  with  the 
State  i^ort  sanitary  inspect,  rs  at  Key  est,  iampa  and 
]\Ii:imi,in  eailv  duly  of  la.st  year,  on  the  complaint  from  them 
that  no  baoongc  for  di>infection  was  received  at  their  stations 
it  washeld  n.atasll.elMeriiie  Hospital  Service  had  assumed 
ll  e powers  of  a natiemal  quarantine  dei>artment  bet  ween  Cn  >a 
Sind  Fh  iida.  and  had  ce-mpletely  wi ested  freon  the  btaie  Board 
of  Health  of  Me.iiela  the  functieeiis  of  sanitary  surveillance  wit  i 
Cuba,  that  it  was  eminently  proper  that  that  Bureau  shou  d 
abo  assume  the  lesponsibility  and  be  crediud  with  results, 
Mdieihere>f  hiiccessfiil  and  meritorious  work  or  disastrous  con- 
seQiieiices.  It  should  imt  be  forgeuten  that  the  system  of  an 
‘bll  v<  ar'’  cow  niniiicatieni  with  Cuba  by  h huida,  and  esjx e la  } 
with’ Havana,  based  upon  eertaiii  sanitary  construction  ed  ves- 
sels, immunity  of  passengersa^  to  yellow  lever,  and  sterilization’ 
of  bagonoe  l»ri..r  te>  admission  into  the  State,  is  a Florida  con- 
c.q>iiou,  ami  hasbe-en  lightly  termed  the  “Fleuida 
amine.”  . It  oiiginate  d in  the  Monroe  County  Bciard  of  Health, 
betore  the  establi>hmeiil  of  the  Siate  Board  of  Health,  and 
was  success'ully  operated  by  that  body,  and  when  the  State 
B.  ard  of  Health  wa-  organized  by  the  Legislatuie  ot  loby,. 
tliis  plan  and  s\stein  wa.-\'in braced  in  its  rules  and  regulations, 
si),  also,  when’ the  Federal  ac.t  of  1893  was  passed  by  Con-  . 
gress,  under  stress  of  a cholera  scare,  granting  additiona.  pow 
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ers  in  quarantine  matters  to  the  Marine  Hospital  Service,  the 
regulations  of  the  Florida  Board  of  Health  iu  this  particular 
were  made  the  basis  of  the  Federal  maritime  sanitary  rules  and 
incorporated,  almost  verbatim,  in  the  first  edition  of  the  na- 
tional quarantine  enactments.  Thus  was  the  importance  of 
the  '•‘Florida  system”  recognized.  It  was  but  f.iir,  therefore, 
that  Florida,  having  constructed  a system,  relieving  with  per- 
fect safety,  under  certain  feasible  and  practicable  couditi  >ns, 
an  hitherto  existing  embargo  on  commercial  iiitercour<e  in  the 
iunimer  season — which  was  proving  d imaging  to  the  lui^iue^s 
interests  of  the  South— should  be  permitted  to  operalO  that 
svstein  and  enjoy  the  benefits  and  Iruits  of  the  labois  of  tiie 
State  Board  of  Health  in  the  effort  to  build  up  a vast  ami  ri -,h 
commercial  industry,  and  populate  many  of  the  waste  places  of 
the  great  Southern  peninsula,  'bhat  the  purpose  of  the  B ):ird 
in  this  direction  has  hitherto  been  crowned  with  su  •.ces'^,  and 
wdth  results,  too,  at  no  expense  to  health  or  life,  atteiuioii  has 
only  to  be  directed  to  the  astouudiiig  growth  of  'bampa.  Key 
West  and  Miami.  From  IS89  to  1899  yellow  fever  w is  ex- 
cluded from  Florida,  although  iu  the  yevrs  einbr.iced  in  that 
period  travel  was  larger,  commerce  more  active,  ami  all  ondi- 
tions  more  favorable  to  the  introductiou  of  yellow  fev^ei’  fi  )m 
Cuba  than  at  any  time  during  1 ist  year.  During  the  period  of 
ten  years  refei’red  to  all  disinfection  of  vessels  a id  biggige  of 
])asseiigers  was  ])erformed  at  the  Florida  p .rtof  ari’iv;il  an  I hj 
officials  of  the  State  Board  of  Health.  The  p arallel  of  a (juar- 
antiue  svstem  and  sanitary  surveillance  of  ten  ye  irs  adinmi.s- 
tered  undivide.lly  by  St«aie  officials,  with  a succestul  result  of 
disease  exemption,  speaking  |>articularly  of  yellow  lever,  with 
a year’s  experience,  when  the  system  was  usurped  ami  author- 
ity wrested  by  Federal  power,  is  presented  for  the  though itul 
consideration  of  the  Board,  the  Fxecutivc  of  the  State,  the  peo- 
ple of  Florida  and  of  the  United  .States. 

In  one  single  year’s  aduiinisiratiou  iu  Cuba,  with  all  the  au- 
thority and  power  of  the  Federal  govern nieut  at  its  b ick,  the 
record  shows  that  the  Marine  Hospital  Service,  operating  a 
national  quaraiuine  in  Cuba,  is  appireutlv  resp onsil)le  for  ihe 
introduction  of  yellow  lever  into  the  United  Stares  by  lour 
different  sources.  Does  this  demonstrate  superi  >r  ability, 
coin))ared  with  Slate  maiiagement?  Cm  it  be  wou- 
dm-ed,  therefore,  that  the  Ainericui  Me.lical  A<s ociatieu 
and  the  American  Public  Health  A>sociaiiou— com  posed  of 
the  highest  intelligence  and  ability  found  iu  the  medic il  pro- 
fession in  the  United  Sta’m^— pel ii ions  Congress  to  relieve 
the  present  undignified  attitude  of  legislation  towards  the  pub- 
lie  health  of  the  country,  and  to  iiisUtute  a Department  of  the 
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Public  Health,  separate  and  in  no  ways  connected  with  a bu- 
reau wliose  official  appellation  plainly  indicates  what  Oon^resi 
oriLdnally  intended  its  functions  should  be.  Is  it  not  the. 
heahh  and  life  of  the  human  race  of  sufficient  importance  to 
be  eiin.ibled  by  the  establishment  of  an  independent  dep irt- 
nicnt,  coiidncied  by  men  in  civil  life— men  well  ^ 

hm.wlcdge  and  experience  in  these  special  subjects  f W iiy 
should  such  an  important  matter  as  healih  legislation  for  the 
entire  country,  be  -tae.ked  on”  to  a semi-military  bureau  ot 
the  Hnancial  ‘'deiiartmeiit  of  the  general  govm-iiinent.^  Nor 
does  there  seem  to  be  any  good  reason  why,  ima  republican 
form  of  government,  democratic  in  profession,  the  nation  s 

health a matter  of  vital  importance  to  the  imlividual  cinzen, 

affec.iiug  so  iutimatelv  his  life  and  the  life  of  his  family  — 

; should  be  admiuisiere.l  by  a military  power;  certainly  the  civil 

function  of  the  government  is  better  qu  ilified  by  a •qiiamtance 
i with  the  iieople  and  their  environment  to 

questions.  F.n*  these  reasons  the  State  Health  Officer  a<lco- 
oates  and  urges  the  Board’s  endorsement  of  the  Spooner  and 

Kav  bills,  now  before  Congress.  , • . . 

• No  aromneiit  is  needed  to  convince  the  most  bia'^ed  as  to 

1 the  proper  c )urse  to  be  pursued  hereafter,  if-  the  Stite  is  to  >e 

assured  of  immunity  from  yellow  fever  in  the  luture,  as  it  vvas 
in  the  years  i.rior  to  1.S99,  nor  where  the  respoiiMbility  lies  tor 
the  introduclion  of  yellow  fever  into  the  United  States  during 

I'  Tlie  liiMorv  of  the  late  epiclemio  of  yellow  fever  at  Key 

I West  woiihl'iiot  be  conii.k-te  without  reference  to  an  event 

' which,  sad  and  pathetic  in  its  ending,  contains  much  ot  the 

flidniitv  and  inartyr-like  character  of  the  medical  prolession, 

' that  calls  for  encoiniiinis  not  only  of  those  ot  ns  own  lailh, 

l„l  an  ad.niraiion  from  the  whole  world,  and  demands  more 
I than  a passing  notice,  as  is  usually  given  m purely  othcial  doou- 

' The  commencement  of  the  yellow  fever  at  Key  We<t  hiun  d 

Assistant  Surgeon  Wdliaui  McA.lam  ot  the  United  Mate  a 
Warine  Hospital  .service,  in  charge  ot  iheyiarme  Uo-pital, 
■f  . , and  a few  days  later  Assistant  Surgeon  L.  D.  I'  neks,  _of  the 

same  service,  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Key  \\  est  for  cove' n- 
mental  work  in  connection  with  the  occurence  ot  th  ■ t ver. 

These  vonns  officers  were  medical  gentlemen,  unostenta- 
tions, eager  to  learn,  never  losing  an  opportunity  to  gain  in- 

fonnali.ni,  ever  ready  to  assist,  and  never  tmng  in  duty. 
'Careless  in  the  mailer  of  personal  safety  to  a degree  as  o o . 
tentiines  evoke  rebuke  from  the  writer,  the  matter  ot  self  wa, 
never  thought  ot,  and  it  seemed  to  i>9  kbe  one  absorbing  de. 
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tire  to  embrace  every  opportunity  to  learn,  that  in  the  future 
their  individmility  by  experience  might  he  of  benefit  to  the 
profession  and  corps  i’n  which  they  ha<I  ca>t  thier  lot. 

That  they  both  faithfully  performed  every  dutv,  dischare^^d 
every  tni<t'and  resp-mded' cheerfully  to  every  call  made  nimn 
them,  medic  illy,  officially  or  otherwise,  it  is  a pleasure  to  tes- 
tify to  and  to  emphasize. 

Th(*se  yo’ing  men  were  observers,  patient  seekers  after  the 
tru’b,  never  imrusive- with  opinions,  nor  offensively  conscious 
of  tlu'ir  offi'-ial  positi-m  or  in  vestures,  but  modest  witbal,  and 
grateful  of  interest  taken  in  their  behalf;  defereuiial  to  elders, 
in  the  profesdon  civil,  as  well  as  the  profession  official,  they 
•won  for  themselves  llie  esteem  and  admiration  of  the  cit.iz-ns 
of  Kev  West,  and  wlnm,  in  the  expirinor  gasp  of  epi-lenuc, 
it  was  learned  that  T)r.  McAdam  was  stricken,  fervent  pravers 
went,  to  the  God  of  Battles  that  his  young  life  would  be 

spared. 

Friendly  attention,  skilled  nursing,  and  medieal  ai<l,  how- 
ever,  did  not  avail,  and  on  Thursday  the  12th  d iy  of  October, 
the  sword  was  broken,  tbe  armor  ernsbed,  and  death  was  con- 

.queror. 

Loving  and  tenHer  bands  laid  him  away  in  monnd«^  of  flow- 
ers.-weet  embloms  and  symb-'ls  of  the  immortality  of  the 
«oiil,  as  the  tro))ic  sun  was  sinking  in  the  west,  and  as  twi- 
light u-as  hushed  by  the  muffled  notes  of  the  bugle  in  the  last 
•^‘taps,”  cilling  a gallant  soMier  to  his  long  rest. 

])r.  M(‘A«bnn  was  a martyr  to  duty.  He  was  brave  and 
fearless,  and  he  fell  at  his  post.,  A moral  enuracre  which  con- 
fronts di-ea^e  and  looks  d(*aih  sqinrely  in  the  face  d«d\ingly 
where  and  when  duty  calls,  is  more  deserving  of  momimenr, 
.epi'aphand  song,  than  he  who  in  the  excitt menl  of  balile,. 
tml  inspired  by"  the  shouts  of  comrades,  fares  a eaniion’s 
month.  In  one  instanre  the  enemy  is  s^en.  the  danger  can 
be  measured,  the  chanres  taken,  an-1  there  is  hope  iu  the  mul- 
titude. But  in  the  otlmr  the  destroyer  is  hi<lden,  the  attack 
is  insidious,  the  victim  is  defenseless  to  p'^otert,  deprived  of 
armor  or  weapons,  and  he  fights  aloue.  d’here  is  no  e.nver  to 
seek  or  friendly  rf>ek  to  fight  from  h(-*hiud.  I)r.  jMcAdani  was 
considerate  au<1  kind  to  those  about  him;  gentle  as  a girl,  yet 
with  the  fortitude  <>f  a lion,  llis  w is  a bat'le  for  humanity, 
and  as  Nature’s  acts  are  all  compensatory,  if  he  lo^t  in  the 
•snife  here,  he  must  win  in  the  hereafter.  Therefore  he  has 
his  reward,  and,  like  Jim  Bludsoe,  the  engineer  of  the  Prairie 
.Belle: 
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‘*Ile  saw  his  duty  a dead  sure  thing, 

And  went  fur  it  thar  and  then, 

And  Ctirist  ain’t  g<*ing  to  be  too  hard 
On  a naan  wlio  died  for  men.” 

Yellow  fever  was  introduced  into  xMiami  by  the  cattle 
st(*amer ‘‘Laura,”  a wooden  vessel  from  Nuevita'^,  Cuba.  Dr. 
Jackson’s  teslimony  on  this  point  is  very  clear  and  positive, 
as  is  also  that  of  Dr.  Horsey.  It  is  true  that  Anderson,  a 
refugee  from  Key  West,  at  the  commencement  ot  the  epi- 
demic at  that  place,  and  before  quarantine  measures  were  in- 
stituted at  Miami,  developed  yellow  fever  eighteen  hours 
after  hi'  airival  at  Miami,  but  his  case  was  recognized  as  sus- 
picions immediately  upon  his  sickening,  and  betore  he  could 
infect  anylody  or  anything  that  might  act  as  fomites,  he  and 
his  whole  family  were  moved  down  the  bay,  live  miles  Irom 
town,  to  a vessel  which  was  used  as  a hospital  and  detention 
camj)  for  this  particular  purpose.  After  his  recovery,  and  be- 
fore being  allowed  back  in  ^liami,  himself,  family  and  cloth- 
incr  were  thoroughly  disinfected.  'There  was  no  spread  from 
his  case,  as  is  conclusively  proven  by  the  subsequent  history 
of  the  cpidmnic,  which  developed  some  six  weeks  later.  Har- 
grove and  two  others  simultaneously  seized  and  trom  the 
same  focus  oS.  infeciion,' were  the  first  cases  of  the  .Miami  epi- 
demic. They  c.ontracted  their  seizure  from  visiting  the  cattle 
sieamer  ‘Lauia.”  An  analysis  of  Dr.  .lackson’.'  report  on  the 
Miami  epidemic  shows  that  the  ‘'•Ijaura”  arrived  at  Miami  on 
the  lOih  of  Sej)tend)cr,  having  a clean  bill  of  health,  signed 
by  Hr.  T.  F.  Richardson,  an  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Maiine 
iiospital  Service,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  quarantine  oper- 
ation at  Nuevitas.  The  vessel  had  also  a certificate  of  having 
been  disinfected  according  to  the  United  States  Treasury 
(Marine  H 'spital)  regulations.  A fac  simile  ot  both  bill  o 
heath  and  certificate  nf  disinfection  appear  elsewhere  in  this 
repoit.  The  vessel  was  reported  (on'  arrival  at  jMiaini^  to 
have  b(^en  mechanically  clean,  and  upon  inspection  was  de- 
tained in  qua'antiiie  only  to  comph^te  the  lull  five  da\s  from 
dale  of  her  di.'infection  at  Nuevitas.  The  bill  of  health  and 
certificate  from  the  Federal  official  at  Nuevitis  being  ac- 
cepted. It  is  learned  that  Hargrove  visited  this  vessel  quite 
frcqiientlv,  and  several  persons  declare  that  lie  mentioned  to 
them  prior  to  his  sickness  (see  Dr.  Horsey’s  report)  iliat  ho 
was  on  hoard  the  steamer  at  niglit.  Hargrove  was  sick  some 
twenty-four  hours  before  being  .'een  b\  a physician  or  receiv- 
ing medical  attention.  Dr.  .lackson  was  then  called,  and  be- 
ing in  doubt  as  to  the  natu'e  of  his  sickness,  wdred  tor  Dr. 
Horsey,  the  Assistant  fState  Health  Officer. 
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Hargrove  died  on  the  26th  of  September,  but  before  his 
■death  every  one  known  to  have  been  in  the  Hotel  .Miami,  or 
to  have  had  any  comrnunic ition  with,  him,  were  removed  to 
-a  floating  detention  camp  five  miles  down  the  bay,  and  ihere 
kept  under  observation  for  ten  days.  As  in  the  case  of  An- 
derson, a thorough  disinfection  and  sterilization  of  effects  of 
each  person  was  performed  prior  to  their  release.  In  the 
meantime.  Dr.  Ilorsev  states  that  w'ith  the  means  at  his  com- 
mand, he  disinfected  the  Hotel  ]Miami,  U'iiig  a bichloride  of 
mercury  wash,  sulphur  doxide  fumes  and  formaldehyde  gas, 
first  pasting  all  openings  and  making  the  building  as  air-tight 
as  possible.  About  this  time  there  was  an  extensive  washout 
on  the  Florida  Fast  Coast  Railway,  interrupting  travel  and 
traffic  for  a week  or  more.  A large  quantity  of  nrimstone  or- 
dered for  the  purpose  of  redisinteclion  of  the  Hotel  Miami 
was  thus  delayed  in  arrival.  This  fact  is  mentioned  because 
it  is  now  thought  that  if  the  second  disinfection  of  the  Hotel 
Miami  had  been  made,  it-is  pmbable  that  other  cases  would 
not  have  occurred  in  that  building.  About  the  time  of  the 
Hargrove  case,  two  other  persons  developed  fever,  one,  a man 
by  the  name  of  Whitnall,  who  assisted  in  coaling  the  steamer, 
and  a boy  named  Haas,  who  loafed  in  the  steamer  when  she 
was  in  port.  These  individuals  ^y(?re  sick,  but  had  no  medical 
attendant.  The  circumstantial  evidence,  however,  that  they 
experienced  mild  cases  of  yellow  fever,  is  very  po.'itive.  On 
October  16th,  a Mr.  Fh  e died  from  suppression  of  urine,  and 
the  circumstances  connected  with  his  death  were  suTticiently 
suspicious  to  cause  a post  mortem  to  be  made  at  night.  The 
evidence  of  Drs.  Horsey  and  .Jackson,  together  with  the  post- 
mortem notes,  is  not  very  clear  as  to  the  cause  of  death,  al- 
though the  Marine  Hospital  Surgeons  expressed  a firm  belief 
of  yellow  fever  at  the  time.  A daily  hou-^e-to  house  inspec- 
tion had  been  kept  up,  after  the  death  of  Hargrove,  for  fifteen 
days,  and  it  was  a strange  coincidence  that  Fiye  should  have 
sickened  the  very  day  that  the  inspection  was  discontinued. 
Mr.  Flye’s  medical  attendant  did  not  report  him  sick  until  he 
was  in  an  unconscious  state,  and  almost  in  articulo  mortis. 
Conceding  that  Flye  died  from  yellow  fever,  his  case  would 
be  the  second  death  and  the  fourth  case. 

Philip  Delloff,  the  next  case  recognized  in  its  incipiency, 
was  a clerk  in  the  Hotel  Miami,  and  developed  yellow  fever 
within  five  days  from  his  return  to  the  hotel  from  the  deten- 
tion camp.  Other  inmates  of  the  hotel  were  subsequently 
sick,  but  it  is  not  quite  certain  whether  they  contracted  the  fe- 
ver from  the  infected  building  or  from  DeHoff.  From  the 
Hotel  Miami,  the  disease  spread  across  the  street  to  a board- 
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ing  house  occupied  and  operated  by  a female  family  of  the 
D ime  of  Knapp. 

'fhe  epideirtic  at  Miimi  was  not  generally  viru'ent  in 
character.  There  were  some  malignant  cases,  wliicli  en  led 
fatally,  and  Hgain  there  were  severe  c ises  which  rec  >vered, 
ami  on  the  whole  it  may  be  said  that  thediseise  vv  is  of  a mild 
tvpe  and  extent  in  numbers  and  rapidity  of  spread  being  smill. 
Miimi  is  a new  town,  spread  over  quite  an  area,  with  scat- 
tered dwellings  and  wide  air  sp  ices  lietween  buiMingi.  It 
is  also  a rem  irkably  clean  town,  being  sewered  in  much  of 
the  inhabited  territory  and  well  draine  1.  The  sani  ary  con- 
dition'!, therefore,  wei'e  all  adverse  to  an  extensive  or  wi  le- 
Bpread  distribution  of  the 'lisease.  It- can  be  cinlidently  as- 
serted that  .Miami  was  closely  ami  carefully  watche  1 in  all 
sanitary  conditions  of  health  ami  health  police,  during  the 
entire  summer,  an  1 certainly  from  the  perio  I of  the  Hrst  re- 
port of  dengue;  for  it  was  felt  that,  as  in  the  ci'C  of  Key 
\Vest  during  the  previous  summu*  (I89s),  there  wouhl  be 
io  ne  who  would  dispute  the  |existence  of  dengue,  and  if,  per- 
chance, yelhjw  fever  should  be  afterwards  intro  luce  1,  the 
assertion  wouhl  be  ma  le  th  it  yellow  fever  h 1 1 existed  un- 
recognized in  Miami  for  several  in  niths.  For  that  reason, 
and  as  has  b *en  stated  in  another  p irtion  of  this  rep  >rt,  the 
Stite  lleilth  Ollic.u'  caut'onel  Dr.  .Jacks  )n,  the  local  repre- 
senta  ive  of  the  B >ard  at  .Miami,  to  keep  careful  be  Isi  le 
ch  irts  and  notes  of  all  cases  of  dengue,  th  it  the  pro  >f  inig  it 
net  be  wanting,  if  called  upon  to  c mhrm  a diagn  >sis  mile 
not  only  by  hi  nself,  but  also  subst intiated  by  tne  .\s'i'tint 
State  Health  Odicer  ami  tinally  by  the  Stite  Ileilth  O.li  ;er. 
To  fair  ami  impirtiil  thinkers  and  reas  iners,  it  mait  also 
be  conviiiL-ing  evi  lence  th  it  dengue  diil  prev^ail  in  AIi  imi 
from  early  July  until  October,  because  of  subseq  lent  atticks 
of  yellow  fever  of  those  who  e.irly  in  the  seis)ii  experienced 
a seizuVe  of  dengue,  ami  whose  clinical  ch  irts  are  prc'Cnte  1 
by  Dr.  Jackson,  side  by  side  in  his  i'e[)Ort;  and  because,  also, 
of  the  large  number  of  cases  of  dengue  treated  by  Dr.  .Jack- 
45on — which  he  carefully  computes  at  about  8UU — there  was 
not  a simile  death.  It  is  no  argument  for  the  skeptics  and 
prejudiced  to  say  that  Dr.  Jackson  did  not  recognize  yellow 
fever  at  fii>t,  for  in  the  Anderson  case,  the  Key  \Vest  refugee, 
he  at  once  saw  that  the  fever  was  different  in  character  fr.im 
that  which  he  had  been  hitherto  treating,  and  immediately 
took  measures  to  isolate  and  guard  the  patient  from  outside 
contact.  From  the  time  of  occurrence  of  the  Anderson  case 
the  sanitary  watch  over  the  town  was  doubled  by  a house-to- 
house  inspection,  which  was  kept  up  for  two  weeks,  and  by  a 


i 


113 


W 


careful  personal  investigation  of  all  cases  of  sickness,  mado 
either  by  Dr,  Jackson,  Dr.  Horsey  or  Dr.  Siimpson  of  the 
United  States  Marine  Hospital  Service.  Again,  on  the  oc- 
currence of  the  Hargrove  case,  the  sanitary  supervision  of 
Miami  was  increased  in  point  of  vigilance.  A fact  worthy  of 
mention  for  thoughifiil  consideration,  and  most  potent  in  ar- 
gument of  the  non-existence  of  yellow  fever  at  Miami  until 
October  of  the  past  year,  is  that  there  was  no  spread  of  the 
disease  fr<'m  Miami  or  occurrence  of  cases  at  any  lime  at 
Buena  Vista,  Lemon  City  or  Cocoanut  Grove,  which  are 
wnhin  a few  miles  and  in  easy  walking  distance  of  .Miami. 
This  would  most  certainly  have  occurred  if  yellow  fever  had 
existed  at  Miami  for  anv  length  o‘f  time  unrecognized,  and 
with  hourly  unrestricted  communication  with  those  places. 
The  conditions  at  Key  \Ve>t  of  the  previous  year  being  well 
in  remembrance,  the  warning  to  Sanitary  Agent  Jackson,  at 
Miami,  when  he  first  discovered  dengue  in  his  jurisdiciion, 
was  both  timely  and  of  subsequent  value.  Dengue  at  .Miami 
was  confinned  by  three  observers,  each  acting  independently, 
and  each  interested  in  arriving  at  a truthful  decision,  as  bt^ar- 
ing  importantly  on  the  welfare  of  the  place  and  of  neighbor- 
ing places  on  ihe  East  Coast  Railway.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  ihe  two  young  officers  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service 
who  were  ordered  to  Miami  during  tlic  past  summer  as  ob- 
servers of  events,  from  their  own  acknowletlgement,  had  no 
practical  or  actual  experience  in  dengue,  and  of  but  limited 
and  mostl}^  theoretical  acquaintance  witii  vellow  fever,  and 
therefore  fell  into  the  error  of  declaring  all  fevers  seen  by 
them  as  yellow  fever.  Much  unpleasant  friction  arose  from 
this  unfoi-tunate  assiLrnment  which  could  have  been  averted 
ha»l  men  of  extended  experience  in  both  diseasesbeen  selected 
for  such  an  important  duty.  It  is  reported  that  every  courte>y, 
professional  attention  and  facility  for  acquiring  inf()rmation  at 
IMiami  was  accorded  Past  Assistant  Surgeon  Stimpson  and 
Assista<it  Surgeon  Van  Esdorf,  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Ser- 
vice.  It  is -stated  that  Dr.  Jackson  placed  his  private  office  at 
their  disposal,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  furnish  and  as- 
sist ihem  in  collecting  data.  Unfortunately  a degree  of  irri- 
tation arose  from  certain  methods  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment officers  in  conducting  investigations  not  at  all  seemino-ly 
necessary  to  effect  the  purpose  of  intelligent  examination.  It 
is  cha  itably  believed,  however,  that  excessive  zeal  and  de- 
lermination  to  prove  as  yellow  fever  cases  which  were  un- 
doubtedly dengue,  as  subsequent  events  demonstrated,  led 
the-e  young  men  into  unprofessional  indiscretion  complained 
of  by  Dr.  Jackson.  After  yellow  fever  was  introduced  and 
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the  epidemic  character  was  easily  distinguished  from  that  of 
dengue,  wliieh  had  in  early  summer  prevailed,  Dr-i.  Stimpson  / 
and  Van  Ksdorf  rendered  efficient  service  at  the  McAdams 
Detention  Camp,  which  the  Alarine  Hospital  Service  estab- 
li>hed  twelvm  miles  from  Aliaini  at  the  request  of  the  btate 
Ileidth  autlioiities,  for  refugees  from  Miami.  Only  words  of 
commendation  have  been  heard  of  the  very  excellent  manage- 
ment of  this  camp  by  those  who  availed  themselves  of  its  privi- 
leges, and  it  is  a ph'asure  to  testify  to  the  satisfaction  and  sei- 
vice  rendered.  Whether  weaiiiig  the  livery  of  the  Government 
or  attired  in  the  simple  garb  of  a private  citizen,  every  medical 
man  owes  his  protessional  brother  a certain  considei<ition, 
especially  when  entering  another’s  territory.  Nevertheless, 
it  seems  "to  be  a “fad”  in  Federal  medical  circles  to  cultivate 
amaryllic  vision  when  examining  into  the  fevers  of  the  South. 

As  in  Ney  West  in  1898,  so  in  Aliami  this  past  fall,  these 
officers  of  the  Alarine  Hospital  Service  who  were  sent  to  Ali- 
ami,  gave  the  impression  of  not  only  being  novices  in  the  di- 
agnosis of  yellow  fever  and  dengue,  but  of  not  seeking  exactly 
after  the  true  state  of  affairs,  ainl  as  being  dn-ected  especially 
to  find  yelh)\v  fever,  and  yellow  fever  only.  The  State  He  iltli 
Officer  asks  only  for  a fair  and  unprejudiced  analysis  of  the 
facts  as  they  existed  at  Key  West,  Aliami  and  elsewheie  in 
the  State  this  year.  The  Board  is  especially  interested  in  arriv- 
ing at  the  trutii,  and  seeks  neither  t‘o  evade  responsibility  .nor 

to  }dace  it  wh«u*e  not  deserved. 

Ir.  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Supervising  Surgeon -General 
of  the  United  States  Alirine  Hospital  Service,  in  his  report  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  this  year,  was  unhappy  in  his 
choice  of  terms  when  speaking  of  the  yellow  fever  situation  in 
Florida.  The  language  of  his  report,  quoted  below,  can  only 
be  construed  as  designedly  reflecting  upon  the  integrity  of  the 
medical  men  of  the  South,  and  of  Florida  during  the  past 
summer  and  fall : 

“The  Surgeon-General  reports  that  prior  to  the  announce- 
ment of  the'^fever,  there  had  been  a number  of  cases  of  so- 
called  dengue  fever,  many  of  which  were,  without  doubt,  mdd 
cases  of  yellow  fever.  He  deprecates  the  unwillingness  of 
physicians  to  acknowledge  the  serious  nature  of  supposed  cases 
of  dengue  fever,  <and  in  his. report  urges  that  measures  be  tiken 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  dengue,  since  that  disease  is  so  often 

associated  with  yellow  fever.” 

“An  unwillingness  to  recognize  suspicious  cases  of  dengue 
can  have  no  other  meaning  than  a deliberate  intention  to  de- 
ceive and  conceal.  Alost  certainly  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Dr. 
Wyman  did  not  purposely  intend  to  insult  the  medical  pro- 


115 


fession  of  this  State,  and  the  sanitary  officials  likewise,  whose 
knowledge  of  the  two  diseases  of  dengue  and  yellow  fever  has 
been  well  demonstrated  in  previous  years,  but  nowhere  has  it 
been  noticed  that  he  has  corrected  such  an  impression.  Dr. 
Wyman  should  have  remembered  that  all  of  the  confusion  and 
C'Uiteiilion  which  endued  at  Key  West  in  189S,  in  confound- 
ing dengue  with  vellow  fever,  was  caused  by  Past  Assistant 
Surgeon  Guiteras,  of  his. service,  obstinately  refusing  to  accept 
undoubted  jtroofs  of  dengue,  and  contending  that  the  prevail- 
ing disease  was  vellow  fever.  Sub.'-'equently  Dr.  Wyman  stated 
to  the  State  Health  Officer  a.t  Port  'ramna,  that  he  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  dengue  alone  prevailed  at  Key  We>t  in 
the  summer  of  189S,  and  in  the  Public  Health  Repi>rts  made 
coriection  of  an  item  which  stated  to  the  contrary,  and  which 
had  been  made  public  a few  weeks  before.  Therefore,  it 
would  seem  that  Dr.  Wyman  should  have  been  more  careful 
this  year,  bearing  in  mind  the  mistakes  of  his  Service’s  officers 
last  year,  when  alluding  to  this  subject  in  his  annual  report  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  'Preasurv,  than  to  attempt  to  discredit  the 
diagnosis  of  the  loc.al  pi-actitioners  of  medicine  at  Aliarni,  as 
well  a^  to  refrain  from  rellecting  upon  the  integrity  of  the  State 
Ilealih  Oflicer  and  his  assistants. 

When  the  matter  is  argued  in  all  of  its  different  aspects, 
wiih  facts,  and  not  post  hoc  surmises  and  conjectures  to  base 
deductions  uium,  it  is  thought  that  there  cau  be  but  one  decis- 
ion arriva^d  at: 

First,  That  yellow  fever  was  introduced  into  Florida  this  past 
year  from  Cuba,  where  all  maritime  sanitary  control  for  ports 
in  the  United  States  is  directed  by  the  Alarine  Hospital  Ser- 
vice, and  that  the  State  13  uard  of  Health  of  Florida  is  in  no 
wise  responsible  for  its  introduction.  Secondly,  That  at  Key 
West,  tile  infection  was  introduced  by  baggage  or  persons, 
pratiqued  at  Havana;  and  possibly  by  both,  and  that  at  AFiami, 
Hargrove  and  two  others,  a man  engaged  in  coaling  the 
steamer  Laura,  and  a boy  who  loafed  about  her,  were  the  first 
seizures.  Hargrove  infected  the  Hotel  Aliami,  and  the  other 
two  individuals  infected  the  neighborhood  in  the  section  in 
which  they  lived,  between  Avenue  D and  the  Boulevard,  above 
11th  street,  thus  accounting  for  the  existence  of  two  separate 
and  distinctly  infected  areas,  and  explaining  what  at  first  was 
oonfusing  in  the  endeavor  to  trace  the  spread  of  the  disease  in 
connection  with  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic.  Neither 
the  man  engaged  in  coaling  the  Laura,  nor  the  bo}"  referred  to, 
had  medical  attention,  and  both  seem  to  have  been  mild  cases 
of  yellow  fever.  At  Port  Tampa  Docks  and  Port  Tampa  City  ^ 
7 B of  H 
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Dr.  Weedon,  on  whose  report  complete  dependence  must 
had  for  a narration  of  events  occurring;  there,  apj)ears  quite 
positive  tliat  yellow  fever  was  inlmduce<l  by  barges  used  for 
cattle  exj)ortation,  which  lie  tliinks  were  impertc'ctly  disin- 
fected at  Havana,  before  cominir  to  Port  Tarnpa.  These 
barges  were  passed  at  the  Tampa  Bay  Quarantine  Station,  on 
the  certification  of  the  otlicer  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service 
in  Havana,  guaranteeing  their  freedom  from  yellow  fever  in- 
fection. 

It  is  true  that  no  history  of  3^ellow  fever  occurring  on  the- 
“Laura”  can  be  'a^jcertained,  nor  was  there  an}'’  reported  yel- 
low fever  at  Xeuviias  during  (he  ]iast  summer  (except  the 
case  of  Dr.  Hichardson  himself,  the  ntlieer  who  inspe'-ted  and 
di.sinfeeted  the  J.aiira),  but  it  is  thought  in  the  first  instance, 
that  the  crew  of  the  “Laura”  were  immune  to  yellow  fever, 
and  although  j’ellow  fever  was  not  reported  at  Nuevitas,  it 
was  nevertlieless  reported  from  Puerto  Principe,  of  which 
Kuevitas  is  the  seai)ort.  It  may  be  claimed  to  be’  something 
nioi’e  than  a mere  coincidence  that  Assistant  Surgeon  Rich- 
ardson, of  the  ^larine  Hospital  Siu’vice  at  Nuevitis.  should 
have  had  vellow  fever  within  a we(L  from  the  date  of  his  hav- 
ing disinfected  the  “Laura”,  and  likewise  Hargrove  and  two 
others  should  have  developed  the  same  dis(\ase  in  a con-e- 
sponding  space  of  time,  from  having  vistetl  the  same  vessel  .at 
Miami,  when  coming,  as  she  did,  direcll}’  troni  Xuevitas. 

Discussion  of  a siihjcct  as  ifnportant  as  the  above  will  be 
profitless,  unless  practical  conelii>ions,  to  be  of  value  in  the 
future,  can  be  satisfactoiil v deduced  therefrom.  A serious 
jiroposition  confronts  the  Board  at  this  meeting  and  .lemands 
mo>t  thoughtful  delibeiation,  for  under  the  present  condi- 
tions of  government  control  in  mai-itime  sanitn-y  atfiirs, 
and  dispo'iiion  of  vessels  and  baggage  of  passengers,  and 
passengers  themselves,  leaving  H;ivami  during  the  summer 
season,  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Florida  is  powerless 
to  do  more  than  to  ))rotest  against  being  deprived  of  the 
m.anagement  of  a s^’steni  which  was  devised,  placed  in  opei  a- 
tion  and  si'iccessfuil v carried  on  tor  ten  \"ears,  under  its  di- 
rect supervision.  Until  Congress  shall  enact  a Naiional 
Health  Department,  and  se[)arate  the  conduction  of  he.alth 
and  sanitary  matters  of  this  -country  from  the  tinkei'ing  of  a 
bureau  which  was  designed  and  originally  orginized  to  c.are 
for  sick  seamen,  the  States  can  hope  for  no  permanent  relief 
or  future  expectation  of  beneficial  results  in  the  health 
problem,  and  especially  in  the  prevention  of  introduction  of 
conlat^ions  disease  from  foreign  shores.  A fair  trial  of  the 
IMariiie  Hospital  ^ Service,  and  of  a national  quarantine  oper- 
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ated  by  this  service  has  been  made  - during  the  past  year,  and 
the  i-fMilts  hav('  been  nn  st  un>;alisfaciory.  No  rnoie  arbitrary 
or  clanni.'h  bin ( au-operaied  n itional  quarantine  board  could 
have  ' een  instituted  than  was  conducted  the  latter  pa'  t of 
the  fall  months  in  Havana  under  the  protection  of  the  M.a- 
rine  IJcspital  Service.  Travelers  on  more  than  one  occasion 
were  made  aware  of  the  “insolence  of  office”,  and  re- 
peatedly during  the  past  \mar  complaints  have  been  en- 
tered at  the  ollice  of  the  Boai-il,  of  insulting  remarks  and 
treatment  of  individuals  seeking  iiifoamaiion  or  assistance, 
in  leaving  Havana,  i:n  ler  the  impression  that  was  within 
the  ])ro\ince  of  the  t-^tate  Board  of  Health  of  Florida  to 
remeilv  these  ahuses.  An  affidavit  presented  elsewhere  from 
a jjrotninent  cigar  manufacturei-  of  Key  W^est  and  New  Tork, 
a gentlemati  of  ktiown  fiiiamual  and  social  standing,  plainly 
sets  forth  the  malice  and  vem  m displayed  by  some  of  the  Ma- 
rine .Hospital  Service  emphyes.  A noteworthy  instance 
of  arrogant  authority  in  the  office  of  the  Marine  Hos- 
pital Services  in  Havana  was  exhihited  towards 
another  gtmtleman  well  known  in  Havana  and  Key 
AVest,  being  a I’csident  and  citizen  of  the  latter 
cit}'.  This  party  t pplied  for  a certificate  to  leave 
Havana  for  Ke}'  ^Ve.-t  ly  one  of  the  J^iai  t Line  steamers, 
presenting  as  evidence  of  his  immunit}'’  to  yellow  fever,  an 
immune  card  issinal  ly  hdorida  Biiard  of  IJealth.  Although 
he  was-'  well  known  and  idendifierl  by  leputable  citizens 
of  Havana,  and  moieover  was  registered  as  an  immune  in 
the  Al.nine  Hospital  Records  in  Havana,  yet  his  cartl  was 
taken  from  him  mutilated  ly  being  thrust  over  a memo- 
randum file,  and  he  was  then  told  that  he  must  present  a 
notaiy’s  certificate  that  he  was  the  individual  he  represented 
himself  to  be.  It  i.s  reported  to  be  an  “o|}en  secret”  in  Ha- 
vana this  ‘ pa't  year  that  certificates  of  immunity  to  vrdlow 
fever  were  marketable  in  that  city,  but  so  cirefully  was  this 
practice  guarded  that  it  was  never  possible  to  iix  the  act  on 
anv  one  individual.  That  this  report  of  bartering  immune 
certificates  is  no  idle  rumor  or  surmise,  gains  credence  from 
the  fact  that  the . President  of  the  Florida  IState  Board  of 
Health  was  approached  last  summer  in  Tampa  b}"  a prominent 
cigar  manufacturer  asking  if  he  could  not  make  “some 
arrangements”  with  the  State  Board  of  Health  by  which  he 
could  obtain  immune  certificates  in  bulk  for  those  of  his  work- 
men then  in  Havana  by  reason  of  a late  strike  at  Tampa,  and 
who  wished  to  return.  He  stated  that  he  could  purchase  these 
certificates  in  Havana  for  ten  dollars  apiece,  but  thought  that 
perhaps  he  might  make  a better  bargain  (?)  with  the  the  State 
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T^oard  of  llealth  here.  The  President  of  the  Board,  seeing 
that  no  offense  was  intended,  and  knowing  the  Spanish  tra  li- 
tions  in  respect  to  purchase  of  favairs,  and  even  officials,  did 
not  resent  an  affront  which,  from  an  American  would  ri^^htly 
have  been  considered  an  insult,  but  immediately  transmitted 
the  information  to  the  executive  officer  of  the  Board,  to  j)ut 
him  on  his  guard  against  the  rejiorted  ‘‘business  methods”  of 
the  Uavamrbrancirof  the  Marine  Hospital  Service.  Again, 
from  a letter  from  the  medical  offic.er  of  the  Tampa  hay 
Quarantine  Station,  (given  on  another  page), _ it  will  be  seen 
that  early  in  the  season  he  was  apj)rehensive  of  the  character 
-of  persons  jiassed  upon  by  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  in 
Havana,  as  being  immune  to  yellow  fever.  These  fears  were 
al>o  communicated  to  the  executive  officer  of  the  Ifoard,  and 
by  him  made  known  to  the  Suiiervising  Surgeon  Oeneral  of 
the  ?ilarine  Hosjiital  Service  at  Washington.  The/bc  simile 
of  the  certificate  of  immunity  given  to  Mr.  Sanbiirgat  Havana, 
in  early  summer,  when  the  genteleman  had  never  resided 
before'that  year  in  Cuba,  nor  been  exposed  to  the  influence  of 
eiddemics  of  yellow  fever,  is  another  very  striking  evidence,  of 
careless  administration.  Mr.  Sanburg  experienced  yellow 
fever  in  September  of  the  last  year,  distinctly  emphasizing  a 
non- exposure  before. 

If  the  existing  conditions  are  to  continue — national  interfer- 
•once  with  (piarantine  administration  by  the  States  to  avoid  a 
divided  responsibility  between  the  State  of  Florida  and  the 
Marine  Hospital  Service,  thereby  giving  that  bureau  the  op- 
portunity to  shift  liability  for  its  own  short-comings,  it  would 
seem  best  that  the  State ‘of  Florida  entirely  abandon  all  effort 
to  ])revent  the  introduction  of  yellow  fever  into  the  State, 
until  Congress  shall,  by  uroper  enactments,  setttle  the  ques- 
tion by  the  establiHiment  of  a separate  and  well  arranged 

Katioiial  Health  Department.  . • o ■ 

Under  the  present  conditions,  the  Marine  Hospital  Service 

a branch  of  the  Treasury  Department — has  the  arbitrary 

power  to  prevent  the  “entering”  of  vessels  in  the  United  States 
until  they  comply  with  its  dogmatic  mandates,  however  un- 
reasonable or  unnecessary.  1 his  is  the  club  which  is  con- 
stantly being  held  over  commerce  to  coerce  shipping  and  ship 
owners  into  compliance  with  its  orders.  Without  provoking 
damage  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  State,  the  State 
Board  of  Health  would  refrain  from  entering  into  a contention 
with  the  Federal  Government  on  this  point.  A re-disinfection 
of  vessels  and  baggage  of  passengers  at  Florida  ports,  when 
coming  from  Cuba,  means  loss  of  time  and  great  discomfort  to 
.the  traveling  public,  a state  of  affairs  which,  if  insisted  upon. 
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will  soon  destroy  trade,  especially  in  the  summer  season.  Yet 
the  executive  othcer  of  the  Board  is  not  willing — with  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past  year  vividly  in  mind — to  enter  upon  another 
Summer’s  campaign  against  yellow  fever  exclusion  under  the 
existing  conditions,  lie  feels  that  it  is  not  fair  to  the  taxpay- 
ers of  the  Stale  that  a demand  should  be  made  upon  ihe  finan- 
cial resources  of  the  State  to  remedy  or  relieve  disastrous 
situations  which  the  Board  has  no  voice  in  preventing;  for 
epidemics,  however  economically  managaed  are  exiiensiv-^e. 

d'he  alternative  propositions  are  thei'efore  submitted  to  the 
Governor  and  people  of  this  Slate,  thi’ongh  the  State  Board  . 
of  Health,  whether,  as  the  authority  of  tlie  B >ard  in  qiiiran- 
tine  inatt(n-s  with  Cuba  at  present  siisiiended,  if  not  alt"getlier 
niillilied  by  the  United  Slates  Tiaoasm-y  Department  quaran- 
• tine  regulations,  in  mattei’s  of  disinfection  and  siii’veill  ince 
over  Cuban  trav(d,  it  would  not  be  better  to  pinonit  the  .Ma- 
rine Hospital  Service  to  enjoy  tlie  full  res|jonsibi lity  for  any 
possible  futui’e  introduction  of  contigi  >us  disease  into  this 
State  through  maritime  sources,  by  comlucting  the  quai-antine 
stations  now  opci-ated  by  the  State;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
hereafter  altogether  and  totallv  ignore  and  discredit  the  .■"aid 
service  in  its  maritime  quarantine  operations,  and  re-di>infect 
such  foruites  when  arriving  at  Florida  ports  as  have  tdready 
been  treated  b}'  them. 

The  State  Health  Othcers  expresses  to  Surgeon  H.  R.  Car- 
ter, of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service,  his  thanks  for  assuming, 
on  the  part  of  the  government,  the  expense  of  maintaining  a 
sanitary  water  c.ordon  around  Key  Wc"t,  estaiilishi tig  a de- 
tention caiiqj  at  Dry  Toidugas  for  refugees  from  Key  We^t 
desiring  to  leave  that  island,  and  for  other  acts  of  com  tt'sy 
and  attention  to  the  people  of  Key  West.  To  Surgeon  R I). 
JMurray,  of  the  same  service,  who  was  subsequently  onlered 
to  Key  West,  the  State  Health  Officer  extends  his  gi-ateful 
acknowletigements  for  many  pr'des"i()ual  and  friendly  cour- 
tesies both  of  an  official  and  personal  nature. 


T^lilUXlTY  TO  DISEASE. 


Iinm unity  to  disease  is  that  condition  of  the  human  organ- 
ism whii-h  opposes  inva>ion  of  sickness,  and  may  be  natural  or 
acqnii-ed.  Some  persons  exhibit  a sm-ces"ful  resistance  to  all 
disorders  which  are  classed  under  tlie  “catching  ordto’,”  and 
can  mingle  in  and  nur.>e  those  sick  with  contagi  nis  or  infec- 
tious  maladies  without  harm  to  them-elves.  These  persons 
are  popularly  known  as  natural  “immnnes,”  but,  unfortunately,. 
the  number  is  small.  Acquired  immunity  comes  either  froim 


120 


1 » . 

.!  - I 


ail  attack  of  a coiitaccious  or  inf<>cti'^U'^  dnea'^e,  or  by  the  u^e 
of  agents  wliicli  are’kiiown  from  experience  to  bestow  a i>ro- 
tectum  from  subsequent  seizures.  The<loetiiue  of  • Plia^n-y- 
tosis  e.\i)laius  mucli  of  what  has  been  heretofore  liitle  under- 
stood, ami  mystiliotion  of  tlie  germ  theory  of  the  c:iu>e  ot 
disease  and  why  pei'sous  e(iually  exposed  show  ddierent  re- 
sisting powers.  PiU"  e.xaui[»le,  in  vat.‘ciuaUou,  .leiinei,  ovei  a 
hundred  \ears  aizo,  <liseovered  a protection  against  smallpox  — 
quite  receiiily  in'  l he- differen t antiL<»xines  ami  preventives  and 
cures  fui-  (bpiiiheri  1,  bubonic  [ilague  and  oilier  malignant 
diseases.  It 'is  hoped  that  the  present  century  may  not  close 
be'O  e a similar  |)roteclion  against  yellnW  tever  shall  be 
offere.l  mankind.  S.  cond  seizures  gf  contagions  disc  ises  are 
re -orded,  and  there  ore  the  possibility  of  the  occmrence 
cannot  be  disputed;  yet  instances  of  this  nature  are  so  re-  - 
inarkablv  few,  tint  lor  the  purpose  of  argument  or  s dety  to 
individuals  or  enmmunit ie<,  need  not  he  considered  in  com- 
pnlino  the  risk  to  life  or  eommerce.  by  allowiiu’  sneh  P^‘'" 
pi-atiiiiic  in  travel  dining  the  pn-vileiice  of  an  e[)idemi  le 

qiiesdou  of  immniiily  is  an  important  one  in  connection  with 
llie  subject  < f quarantine,  and  lias,  trom  llie  very  nrg  iniz  ii  ion 
of  llie  .'^fite  Poar.l  of  Ilealtli,  been  ma  le  a prominent  teitnrc 
of  its  rcmihuioiis  in  eoiisidermg  coinmuiiicaiion  with  t neign 
coniilries  where  smallpox  and  yellow  fever  endemically 

prevail.  ^ i r -.i  • 

It  m ly  be  said  tbit  conlidenee  in  these  tenets  and  tailli  in 

tills  iiroltmtino  q lalit  y agaiiKt  ibseasiq  especi  illy  o».  vedo  w 

fever  and  smallpox,  has  been  ilie  siibstnic! nrc  nj)  >n  which  tlie 

State  13oarl  of  lleillh  of  Khnida  constrneted  its  lygnl.wions 

and  on  it  lias  built  wonderful  and  safe  develojinieiit  ot  the 

sontbern  portion  of  the  peninsula.  _ • i r-'  ' 

Williout  an  ali-tl'.e-ye-ir  r.m  id  commnnica  ion  with  t.uoa, 
the  cities  of  Key  Wesg  Tampa  ami  .Miami  would  not  be  the 
nro^oeroiis  towns  tliat  they  are  today,  for  their  eommereia 
life  depends  n])on  transf  'rming  eommodities,  tlie  product  ot 
Cuban  soil,  into  m u keiaide  shajics,  which  will  f ivorahly 
compete  with  the  foreign  manufac’ lire,  or  by  oltering  more 
rapid  faeililies  of  lrans])ortation  of  freight  ami  persons  trom 
that  island.  This  artery  oi  American  commerce  could  not  be 
kept  imbating  t xcept  ninKn-  the  nature  of  s iniiary  sn,)ervis- 
ions,  and  the  State  Poard  of  Health  of  Klon  la  NVas  the  hrst 
sanitary  organizitioii  of  this  country  to  inMst  upon  the  (jiies- 
tion  of  immunity  to  contagions  and  infections  < ise<i>c^  o tie 
tropics  bein'-''  niade  a determining  lactor  toi'  travel  dining  epi- 
demics, or  fi'om  countries  annnaily  visited  by  such  scourges. 
Trevious  to  1^89,  as  far  as  it  is  known,  those  having  expert- 
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^enced  yellow  fever  were  subjected  to  detention  and  quarantine 
when  from  infected  jilaces,  equally  with  noii-immunes  to  the 
disease,  so  that  a previous  seizure  was  not  regarded,  and  car- 
ried with  it  iio  consideral ion  or  |irivileges.  Karly  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Hoard  it  was  soinjlit  to  make  this  It-atiire  qt  the 
Board’s  work  very  prominent  before  the  jieoplc,  by  I'equesting 
those  who  could  determine  a [irevions  attack  of  yellow  tever  or 
smallpox,  or  a ^.ucce^sful  recent  vaccination,  to  apply  for  a eer- 
tfHi;ate  of  immnnit\'  under  the  seal  ot  the  Slate  Jbiard  of 
Health;  hut  prior  to  the  United  States-Spaiii>h  war  there  was 
no  gcmei'al  demand  f<ir  these  c-ard>,and  many  who  were  known 
to  hav(^  e.x perimi.ce<l  these  di>eases  and  to  come  within  the 
provisions  thereof,  had  to  he  coaxed  int^)  makii  g ajipliealion. 
Since,  however,  the  United  States  ha^-  had  control  of  Cnha, 
ami  capit  1 and  individuals  aie  largely  in\it«‘d  tlu'reto  irom 
this  conntr\’,  there  ha^  heeii  an  i iiereasing  demand  for  ‘4ni- 
iiiiine  card-.”  Applications  based  upon  liim-y  evidence,  and 
in  some  insl,;inces  b\-  tndv  llie  sworn  slatcimnit  ot  the  appli- 
cant liimsclf,  or  an  iiitere-tcd  friend  or  relative,  liave  hcen  pre- 
sented, and  a dtiiKiiiil  made  that  the  Boaid  .'■/lafl  grant  llie 
certiHc  ite.  It  is  nectlh'ss  to  s i\-  that  ail  >nch  riajiiests  ha\'G 
been  I’efnsed.  ^ et.  lh<-ii'  is  an<>thei'  cla-s  ot  ca.-e.-  eqnalK’  as 
daiigeion-  to  the  individual  in  the  intnre,  and  to  eomiHnniiies 
as  well,  in  which  ph  v.'-ieian.<,  wiihont  lU'edlnl  expei  iein-e,  al- 
though pei'fc'etl  \' li< nie.-L  in  llicii'  hebe!,  make  diagno.-e>  of  ilmse 
diseases,  and  eei'.ifv  to  a seiznn',  when  .-neh  is  not  the  ease. 
Tills  ocenried  in  Key  Ub  st  in  dinii  g an  (q)i.leinie  of 

dengue,  and  has  oeeiirre  l at  other  times  in  the  hi-torv  ot  the 
Bo-ii'd.  or  prior  to  its  organiz uion.  An  error  ot  thi>  nature  i.s 
not  likei\’  to  prove  disa-irous  as  Ion  y as  the  iinlu’idnal  is  not 
expo>ed  to  tlc'  eont  igioii'!  or  inteetioiis  jiropei tie-^,  of  cMtln  r 
disease  under  diseii.--ioi‘;  but,  like*  llie  takir  g 'Id  bi  ick.it  liohls 
its  value  to  tlie  delmb*d  piirc'ia-er  nnlil  lliere  is  a dmii  iml  to 
realize  upon  its  supposed  va'ne,  when  it  is  toun  1 to  be  worth- 
le>s;  so  liie  iinmnnity  ecrlilicate  leecdved  under  a lalse  im- 
pre,-sioii  of  its  value  may  eaii<e  an  eiildemic  iti  a eommnnily 
or  a repose  for  the  bolder  in  a eem-'tery,  should  an  at- 
teni|)t  be  made  to  realize  upon  its  .snppo.sed  pnalective  gnar- 
antec. 

To  avoid  fatal  errors  of  this  kind,  and  alsr>  to  avoid  giving 
offense  to  those  of  the  medic  il  profes-ioa  wli  >,  as  previously 
remarked,  mav  he  hone-t  in  their  opinions,  but  at,  the  same 
-time  hoiie-tly  mistaken,  it  his  been  det-rinined  to  restrict  the 
issuing  of  inimnne  cards  from  the  Slate  .B  lard  of  lUaltli  in 
the  future  to  only  those  persons  whom  the  State  ITodth  OiH- 
-cerlias  liad  visual  knowledge  of  having  experienced  au  attack 
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of  yellow  fever  or  smallpox,  or  has  been  recently  snccessfnily 
vacVinaierl,  as  shown  by  a well-prononnce.l  scar.  In  a perio.l 
ombraced  in  ten  years,  no  one  to  whom  an  "imnne  cm  ■ , 

speakiiijT  now  more  especially  as  to  yellow 

issnecl  bv  the  Slate  Health  Officer,  has  contracted  yellow  fevt,  , 
allbono-b  many  such  have  oftentimes  been  exposed.  1 lie  toi- 
lowim^'eircnlar,  issued  quite  lately,  explains  the  reason.s  lor  le- 
strictino-  the  issiiine  of  yellow  f.-ver  immune  cards,  the  pro- 
visions^if  which  will  be  strictly  adhered  to: 

Jacksonvii.u-:,  Fi.a.,  Jan.  24;  1900. 

Ilereaner,  iinmiinity  to  yellow  fever  will  not  be  certiHed  to 
by  the  ii'ndersioned,  v„kss  he  has  hail  vi-nal  obseryation  of 
the  case  or  has  been  in  ,)ersonal  control  of  the  epi  lemie.  in 
which  the  alleced  case  is  claimed  to  have 

and  was  then  reported  and  duly  recordeil.  On  at- 
coiint  of  the  altered  commerei.il  condilimis  with 

the  Island  of  Cuba,  the  demand  for  immunity  (p-How  fevers 
cards  has  become  so  frequent  and  presMiig  and  Ironi  qntiiei) 
where  it  is  not  pos.sible  for  the  Stale  He.ilth  Officer  to  obtain 
the  needful  and  tiecessarv  infornvitioii  to  c .rrob  .rite  the  evi- 
,;cnce  submitted,  he  has  decided,  in  order  to  avoid  giving  of- 
fense to  any  of  his  profesdon  ,1  bre.i.hren  (wh  .,  liow.iver  hon- 
est they  may  be  in  their  o|.inion,  may  possilily  be  mi -taken  in 
diagnosis),  to  limit  the  issuing  of  yellow  fever  immnirv  c n ds 
byTiim-elf,  to  those  persons  only  who  come  within  the  pio- 

vi^iont^  altove  trialed.  at  n 

JoSKPlI  ^ . 1 OKTi:ii,  AI-  l>., 

Slalu  llfullli  Orticer. 

.\  nnestion  likely  to  arise  in  this  co.meclion  will  be,  how 
isshii'i.ing,  purposing  to  trade  with.  Cibv  in  s„  n ’"'i'. 
nrovi  led  wilb  immune  crew,  and  especially  of  tho-e  ste.in - 
iliil,  coinpiiiies  which  are  in  constant  co  nm  inicatio-i  wuh 
ports  in  Cuba  ihrongdiont  the  year?  While  the  regnlati  ms  of 
the  Board  in  respect  to  com  irmicaMo  is  with  C i . i i po  is 
dnrnio-  the  slimmer  season  forbels  any  crew  <.r  p .rti  m e J 
of  ve;-els  ei.oa.ging  in  this  trade,  and  with  Honda  p .rts  t ho 
arc  not  immune  to  yellow  fever,  it  mi.st  be  ivcollec.tcd  tint 
when  that  regulation  was  passed,  now  over  eleven  ye  f ' ag ., 
it  w.as  periiiilied  for  those  inimniie  |.ersoiis  of  iln-  ciew  to  go 
a-hore  in  Havana  or  oiher  C'nhaii  poris,  while  ihe  v e.ssd  uv 
maiiie'd  in  the  harbors  ihereof,  and  t ■ tl.ns  enjoy  aU  ■ 

leoes  ami  U'liefils  which  an  immunity,  by  p eyions  alia  k.  to 

ydlow  fever,  coiiferied.  Conditions  cliange  in  eleven  \ eai s 
mid  the  steamship  eompaniea  themselves  have  enacted  a meas- 
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ure  which  to  a certain  degree  makes  the  immunity  restriction 
of  tlie  Board  in  respect  to  the  eatlre  crew  unnecessary  as  a 
sanitary  jirecauliou  against  the  introduction  of  yellow  fevei 
into  Floii<ia  fn-m  Havana  or  other  infected  ports  m Cuba. 
lAuiinix  the  active  quarantine  season  the  Plant  and  Fast  Coast 
Sleaniship  coiujianies  enter  their  vessels  at  Havana  after  sun- 
rise, and  depart  therefrom  on  the  same  day  before  sunset. 
This  has  always  been  a regulation  of  the  Board — vessels  in 
reLHilar  trade  not  to  remain  during  the  summer  season  over 
ni<^ht  in  the  harbor  of  Havana— but,  to  this  the  companies 
themselves  have  acbled  a n gulalion  forbidding  any  niernber  of 
tlie  ciew,  under  penally  of  instant  dismissal,  to  go  aslioie  in 
Havana  during  the  summer  quaiantine  s'^ason.  If  this  le- 
Btrirtion  is  adliered  to,  there  can  be  no  good  reason,  certainly 
no  sanitfii'V  one.  advanced  in  a ])rotecli\'e  sense  against  noii- 
iinmune  deck  and  lire  departments.  The  stewaid’s  depart- 
ment, of  himself,  stewardess  and  waiters,  should  be  immune 
as  to'vellow  fever,  and  tlieir  immunity  carefully  inquired  into 
and  jiVoven  beyond  any  doubt,  tor  the  reason  that  these  ])cr- 
soiis  come  in  eontaet,  in  a more  or  le.'^s  degiee,  wmh  pa^sen- 
geisin  waiting  on  or  caring  for  their  rooms,  handling  gar- 
ments and  bed  linen,  and  there  is  a Dossibihly,  remoUMt  is 
tine,  of  receiving  yellow^  fever  or  smallpox  ])oi.'.on  tliroiigh 
tlie  l}udia  mentioned.  It  will  be  as  well  that,  as  far  as  p..s- 
sihle,  the  lrnnF])oi  tation  eonijiani^s  ^hall  enqiloV  for  the  deck 
and  lire  de])ariments  of  their  suaniers  operaiing  in  the  sum- 
mer season  between  Cuba  and  Florida  ).orts,  persons  who 
have  resided  fora  number  of  } ears  wiihin  the  (ropies,  who 
are  helter  inured  to  the  climate,  less  likely  to  suffer  from  eli- 
maiie  di>orders,  and  who  wmuld  be,  so  to  speak,  of  low  sus- 
eejivibilily  to  yellow'  fever.  '2  here  is  no  doiiot  but  that  it  will 
only  be  iieeessary  to  intimate  to  the  eonqianies  that  such  is 
the^vi^h  of  the^State  Board  of  Health  to  have  the  require- 
ment jiionqilly  comjdied  wiih. 

A slight  dioiession  irom  the  suhject  is  hei’e  asked  foi,  that 
eommeiit  may  be  made  upon  the  foregoing  fact  of  immunity 
in  the  Key  West  c]iidemic  by  those  pieviously  attacked  else- 
where and  in  other  epidemics.  It  was  lieqiteiiily  lemaiked 
that  tin' attending  jdiysician  could  wdtli  almost  unerring  cei - 
tainty  determiiic  upon  his  fiist  visit  to  a family  what  memhets^ 
would  or  would  not  be  attacked,  particularly  s^o  in  chil- 
dren, by  ascertaining  ages,  and  whether  in  Key  AVest 
durino’  any  previous  epidemics.  Chihlren  who  w’ete 
boin”prior  to  1.^87,  and  who  w^ere  in  Key  West  dur- 
ing that  summer,  invaiiably  escaped  in  lb9h,  for  the 
epidemic  of  yellow  fever  in  i8b7  was  as  far-reaching  m 
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its  ppread  ovpr  the  island  as  it  was  this  year.  It  was  not  often 
tliMt  tile  medical  man  erred  in  his  prognosis  of  the  possibility 
of  seizure. 

COMMENDATION. 

Tliis  narrative  of  health  events  for  the  year  would  not  be 
comj»h'ie  without  allusions  to  expi’essions  of  conlidence  iti  the 
Boai’fl  ami  iis  otheials  from  the  ])ia‘ss  (M'  the  8tat(‘,  and  also  ‘ 
from  individual  eiiiztms.  It  is  i^raiif\inn:  to  know  tliat  efforts 
made  in  lu  lu  If  of  llie  p('0|)le  ai-e  appi’eeiated,  and  llie  State 
llraltli  Olliroi’,  ."pea king  foi-  himself,  de>ires  to  thank  all  those 
wlu»  have  uun-n  him  as>is(an(*e  by  encour.njfing  word,  and  by 
an  example  ealcidaled  to  inspire  confidence  in  his  woik  by 
oih(']-s.  h>])ee.iallv  is  the  following  h-tter  from  the  Govei'uor 
of  tin*  State  greatly  valued,  as  beiring  te>timony  of  the  high 
esteem,  faith  in  and  tiU't  eii teilained  by  the  Eveculive  of  the 
iStat("  in  llie  vigilance  of  the  Hoard,  on  behalf  of  the  })eoplej 
and  its  integritv  and  ability: 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  December  20,  1S99. 
Dr.  Jorrjfh  Porter.,  Stale  Health  Officer.,  JMlarai: 

Mv  Dkau  Sir  — Your  favoi'  of  the  22d  instant  just  to  hand. 
In  ordei-  that  no  time  might  be  lost,  I wired  you  at  once  as 
follows: 

‘D’oni-  l(‘ttei-  of  22ii  just  to  hand.  You  can  have  what  funds 
y<ui  need  fr.-m  ill*-  State,  and  there  is  no  necessity  of  borrow- 
ing fiom  :in\’  baiik.-’ 

I :d'0  wired  Hu'sident  llendc-rson  as  follows: 

“’Four  letter  of  iOlh  instant  to  Dr.  Porter,  ji^ist  I'oceived  at 
this  (dlicia  d’he  Smie  will  ;i<ivanee  f)r.  l^orter  what  money 
he  needs.  No  nee(  s>ity  for  borrowing  fi'om  banks.’' 

Y«'U  are  conect  i:i  vour  stafement  that  I assured  von  that 

€ « 

sm  h amounts  as  wei’c  mnu'ssary  to  aciaimplish  the  i)urpose  of 
the  H ’.ard  woiiM  be  furilnanning.  1 have  the  greatest  confi- 
deiKH'  in  v -nr  managmueiil  of  the  financial  matters,  as  Wfdl  as 
the  healih  uiatter-'  in  your  depan  ment,  and  will  tidce  pleasure 
in  adv.oicing  yon  what  you  may  find  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tectio  , of  th('  health  interests  of  our  State. 

In  this  connection,  I desire  to  express  to  3^11  my  highest 
ami  warme."t  appreciation  of  your  great  ami  succesd’ul  1 ib  >rs 
dining  thisMiminer.  You  are  an  honor  to  your  professiim  :ind 
to  onr  State;  and,  as  one  of  its  citizens,  I take  pleasure  in 
commemling  in  the  highest  terms  your  management  of  the 
ejiidemic  this  summer. 
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I trust  that  your  healih  is  good,  and  that  you  may  live  long 
an  honoi'  and  ci  edii  to  our  State. 

With  kind  assurances  and  best  wishes,  I remain, 

Very  truly  yoni-s, 

(Signed)  W.  D.  Bloxiiam. 

When  yellow  fever  was  announced  at  Key  West  and  Port 
Tampa  City  there  was  a dispo>ition  at  first  on  the  ])art  of  some 
of  the  smaller  rnunici|)alities  to  become  hysterically  |>anic.ky, 
and  to  especiall}'  exert  themselves  towards,  it  was  said,  them 
own  protection,  by  jiropnsing  to  institute  local  quarantines. 
It  was  therefore  Ihought  necessary  to  remind  the  people  of 
tlie  State  of  the  legal  enactments  i*espeeting  the  institution  of 
quarantines,  and  the  following  circular  letter  was  sent  to  all 
the  newspapers  of  the  State: 

Jacksonville,  F’la.,  September  14,  1899. 

the  PJdltor: 

Please  state  through  vour  columns,  that  no  town  or 

]3lace  on  the  mainland  of  Floi'ida  (except  Port  1 anqci  and 
Port  Tampa  City)  is  under  quai-andne  surveillance,  and  that 
no  person,  jiersons,  or  rnuidcipal  or  olhei-  corp(>ration  in  h lor- 
ida  has  any  riglit  to  maintain  “quarantine”  or  to  de- 
mand “health  certificate^.”  No  -qnuantine  inspectors 
on  trains  are  anthoiized,  except  in  Itscambia  county, 
at  the  A'abama-Florida  line  (as  a precaution  against  the 
intnaluction  of  yellow  fever  from  the  States  we.t),  and  m 
Ilillsb  .rough  county,  lietween  Tampa  and  Port  dainpa. 
Thex*  inspectors  are  officers  of  the  State  Board  of  Health;  no 
others  are  anthoriz-d.  ddie  maintenance  or  opeiation  of  a..3'- 
thing  of  such  a ch  iracter,  without  the  authority  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  is  a viulaiion  of  a State  statute,  and  will  be 
dealt  with  accordingly. 

.Joseph  Y.  Poppier,  M D., 

State  Health  Ollicer  ot  1 lorida. 

Unfortunately,  the  fact  that  the  executive  officer  of  the 
Board  was  in  constant  touch  with  every  section  (d  the  State, 
by  means  of  the  teh  graph,  was  lo>t  sight  of.  Because  each 
inunicipality  was  not  hourly  apprised  of  the  exact  status  ot 
the  health  condiiions  pi-cyaiiing,  did  pot  argue  that  suthc-ient 
protective  ■ measuies  wiue  ict  Ixung  institutml  to  jiiexent 
spread  of  disease  from  the  invaded  localiiies.  It  has  always 
been  the  p<dicy  of  ilie  State  Health  Olhcnr  to  j)erfonn  thC' 
health  work  of  the  State  with  a<  little  publicity  as  would  ac- 
complish desired  results,  and  where  information  would  only 
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be  of  a sensationnl  cliaractpr  and  in  no  wise  calculated  to  ad- 
vise or  counsel,  it  was  withheld,  as  newspaper  gossip  of  such 
a character  must  be  deprecated,  and  should  be  avoided. 

LEGISLATION. 

This  report  wouM  be  incomplete  without  mention  of  the 
health  statutes  jiassed  by  the  la>'t  Legislatui’e.  The  several 
laws,  some  <»f  which  were  sngirested  and  recoiimended  by  the 
Board  in  the  last  aiii.ual  rcpoi  t,  as  well  as  th  >se  emaualiiig 
fi’om  other  >oui’ces,  ai-e  here  ixiven.  It  is  thoiiuht  unnecessarv 
to  dwell  upon  them,  as  those  endorsed  by  the  B )aiai  were  ful- 
l}’’  discus>ed  in  a jiievious  rejiort,  and  tlu*  I'easons  for,  and  the 
intention  of,  the  others  is  quite  <d)vions.  The  State  Health 
Othcer,  at  the  request  of  the  Buhlic  Health  Committee  of  the 
House,  visite<l  the  Capital  during  the  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  remained  at  'rallahassee  as  long  as  the  committee 
had  need  of  or  desired  Ids  presence. 

Chapter  4G9  L (No  32.) 

AN  ACT  to  Provide  for  the  Annual  Levy  and  Colh'Ction  of 
a Tax  for  the  Maintenance  and  Support  of  the  State  I3oard 
of  Health, 

it  enacted  h>j  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Florida: 

Section  1.  d'here  shall  be  levied  and  collected  annually 
upon  the  assessable  property  of  the  Stale,  a tax  of  one-half  of 
one  mill,  to  create  a sj)eci.d  fund  for  the  maintenance  and 
support  of  the  State  Jbiard  of  Health,  other  than  for  maid- 
time  quarantine  oi  maiilime  sanitation. 

Se(,;.  2.  'riiat  upon  the  presentation  to  the  Comptrollei*,  of 
anv  acc(-)unts,  dulv  ap[)roved  by  the  State  Board  of  Hedth, 
accoinpanit'd  l»y  sueh  itemized  vouchers  as  shall  he  required 
bv  him,  the  Comptroller  is  hereby  authorized  to  audit  the 
same  and  draw  a warrant  on  the  State  Treasurer  foi-  the 
am  nnit  for  which  the  account  is  an  lited,  p lyaole  out  of  the 
monev  received  from  the  special  tax  provided  ior  in  Section  I 
of  this  Act. 

Sec.  3.  The  State  Board  of  Health  is  hereby  authorized 
to  forwaial  to  the  C-uni  troller  of  the  State,  at  the  end  e.f  each 
month,  a requisition  for  a .>um  of  not  more  than  §2,5. >0  for 
current  and  incidental  expeii'es  for  the  ensuing  mouth.  Upon 
the  receipt  of  such  requisiii  m,  the  Comptroller  shall  endorse 
on  the  same  the  amount  that  m ly  be  so  i-equire  1,  and  the 
Treasurer  shall  tran  mit  the  amount  named  in  the  requisiti on 
to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  which  amount,  so  advanced^ 
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'shall  be  covered  and  accounted' for  1o  the  Comptroller,  by 
proper  vouchers  and  payment  of  any  unexpended  balance  dur- 
ing the.  curremt  month,  and  befor  a succeeding  monthly  ad- 
vance is  made,  and  the  Comptroller  shall  audit  the  acc  >unts 
and  vouchers,  and  draw  his  wariant  upon  the  Fi'easui’V  for 
the  amount  due  thereon,  and  shall  pay  over  to  the  Treas- 
urer such  wai’rant  and  anv  am  »unt  returned  by  the  State 
Board  of  Hi^alth,  as  provided  for  in  this  section,  taking 
up  the  requisition  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  given  to  the 
Tieasurer. 

Sec.  4.  All  laws  anti  parts  of  law.s  in  conflict  herewith  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Approved  June  1st,  1899. 

AN  ACT  Creating  a State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistic^,  and  a 
j\egistrar  Thereof,  and  llequiring  Bepm-ts  of  Births  and 
Deaths,  and  Providing  a Penaltv  lor  Failure  to  Make  Such 
Reports. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  T^egislature  of  the  State  of  Florida/. 

SECTro.N  1.  The  State  Board  of  Health  of  Florida  shall 
com))ile  accurate  vital  statistics  of  marriages,  births  an  1 deaths, 
occurring  in  the  State,  arranged  by  counties  and  incorporated 
cities,  with  statements  of  the  prevailing  disea>es,  an  I all  infor- 
mation of  a medical  or  sanitary  nature  that  may  he  of  value  in 
the  preservation  of  the  public  health,  and  tor  thi^  purpose  a 
State  Bureau  of  Vital  Stati'^tics  is  created  to  be  under  the 
supervision  of  the  State  Health  Olfl  ‘cr  as  R-‘gistrar  of 
said  Bui'cau,  with  office  at  the  office  of  the  Stale  B >ard  of 
Health.  4'he  said  Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics  shall  formulate, 
print  and  furni.'>h  suitable  blanks  for  collecting  and  compiling 
such  statistics,  and  he  shall,  as  often  as  once  a month,  tabulate 
and  pul)li-h  such  statistics  and  furnish  copies  of  the  same  tothe 
incorporated  cities  within  the  State,  and  gi’atuitously  distribute 
copies  to  persons,  and  to  health  boards  of  other  states  of  the 
Union,  as  may  be  deemed  advisable  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health. 

Sec.  2.  Every  birth  and  death  occurring  in  this  State  shall 
be  reported  by  the  attending  jihysican,  midwife,  nurse,  or  head 
of  family,  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  or  their  agent,  as  soon 
’ thereafter  as  possible,  on  blanks  furnished  free,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  State  Board  of  Health. 
Where  cities  or  towns  have  a health  department,  as  a part  of 
the  municipal  government,  the  report  provided  for  may  be 

rendered  through  the  city  or  town  health  officer. 
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Sec.  3.  Any  physician,  midwife,  nurse,  or  head  of  a family, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  make  report,  and  who  fails  to  make  repoi’t, 
as  retpiired  in  Section  2,  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and 
liable,  upon  conviction,  to  a tine  of  not  more  than  fifty 
dollars,  or  imprisonment  of  not  over  thirty  days,  or  both,  in  the 
dit^cretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  4.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  immediately  upon  its 
passage  and  ajiproval  by  the  Govenior. 

Approved  ^lay  11th,  1899. 

AN"  ACT  Providing  for  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  Hotels  and 
Boarding  Houses,  by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  Pre- 
scribim^^  a Penalty  for  failure  to  Place  and  Beep  Said 
Buildinos  in  Sanitarv  Condition. 

o 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Leaislatnre  of  the  State  of  Florida: 

Sectiox  1.  The  State  Board  of  Health  shall  cause,  as 
often  as  may  be  necessary,  upon  informatum  or  comjilaiiit  of 
any  person,  or  at  the  requpst  of  any  town  or  city  council,  or 
he:dtli  otlicer,  an  examination  to  be  made  of  any  building  or 
bidldiiiLjs,  and  the  jnemises  connected  therewith,  used  lor 
board  and  UxBino;  of  vi>itors  or  other  persons,  containing  ten 
or  more  rooms,  such  examination  to  be  made  by  or  under  the 
supervision  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  or  by  persons  under 
its  ap])oi ntment,  as  s<)on  as  ]>ossibIe  after  sucli  application  or 
coinj)laint  shall  have  been  made. 

Skc.  2.*  That  it  shall  be  the  purpose,  in  making  such  exam- 
ination, to  ascei  tain  the  som-ce  and  sntlicieney  of  the  water 
sujiplv,  the  qe.ality  of  the  water,  the  methods  of  removal  of 
waste  water,  sloj)s,  excreta,  Imuse  retuse,  gai*l)age,  and  all 
other  putrescible  matter  of  any  kind,  the  ventilaiion  availa- 
ble, ami  all  otlnh-  conditions  relating  to  the  health,  sanitary 
conditions  and  safety  of  said  buildings  and  premises.  That  for 
each  inspection  so  made,  the  owner  or  managing  occu|)ant  of 
the  j>remises  so  ins))ected  shall  pay  to  the  State  Board  of 
Health  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  if  pi'emises  are  found  to  be  in 
unsanit.arv  condition,  which  amount  shall  be  used  l)y  said 
Board  in  defraying  the  expense  of  such  inspection,  and  issuing 
the  certificates  hereinafter  provided  for. 

Sec.  3.  That  upon  the  completion  of  such  inspection,  the 
said  State  Board  of  Health*  shall  authorize  the  State  Health 
Officer  to  issue  a certificate  reciting  in  detail  the  sanitaiy  and 
other  conditions  of  the  examined  premises,  in  accordance  with 
the  facts  ascertained  by  such  an  examination,  and  such  cer- 
tificate shall  forth  with  be  posted  by  the  owner  or  managing 
occupant  of  such  premises,  in  a safe  and  conspicuous  place. 
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where  it  may  be  easily  seen  and  read  by  all  person®,  guests  or 
other  occupants  of  said  premises,  and  if  the  said  certificato 
shall  become  defaced  or  destroyed,  said  managing  o«-cnpant 
shall  immediately  pro<;ure  a copy  of  the  sam^*,  which  sh  ill  be 
•placed  in  a like  conspicuous  position,  for  whioh  c<»py  ihe  State 
Board  of  Health  shall  not  be  entitled  to  I’eceive  any  fi-e. 

Sec.  4.  Every  owner,  agent  or  lessee  of  any  budding  or 
buildings  used  for  the  pui’pose  of  providing  board  and  lodging 
for  the  entertainment  of  guests,  containing  ten  rooms  or  more, 
who  shall  have  obtained  and  posted  a ceriiHcate  pr(>vided  tor 
heiein,  mav  ])resent  the  same  as  evidem  e in  his  detense  in 
ail}' suit  in  any  of  the  courts  in  this  Slate  in  which  damages 
aie  claimed  for  injuries  fi'om  alleged  unsanitary  conditions  of 
said  buildings  and  premises,  and -every  owner,  agent  or  lessee 
of  any  building  opened  for  the  pnrjjose  aforesaid,  who  has  not 
had  such  sanitary  examination  of  such  buildings  and  premises 
as  provided  for  herein,  shall  be  liable  for  damages  occasioned 
by  such  neglect,  at  the  suit  of  any  ])crson  injni-ed  thereby. 

Skc.  5.  That  whenever,  ujxm  an  examination  of  .any  prem- 
ises, the  inspection  of  which  is  required  by  this  Act,  it  shall 
be  found  by  said  State  Board  of  Health  that  the  premises  and 
buildings  so  ii!S))Ccted  are  in  an  unsanitary  condition,  sucli  as 
to  constitute  a menace  to  the  health  and  safetv  of  the  occu- 
pants t hereof,  it  shall  then  be  the  duty  of  the  said  State  I>  >ai  d 
of  Health  to  cause  to  be  posted  iqion  some  cons))icMous  )>lace 
on  said  pi’cniises,  a written  or  p.inted  notii-e  nquiiing  the 
owner  or  managing  occupant  of  said  premises,  (U'  both,  to 
make  such  changes,  or  to  perform,  or  refraiti  from  the  ])er- 
foimance,  of  such  acts  a®  may  be  necessary  to  ])lace  said 
preini>es  in  a sanitary  ;uid  safe  (condition  for  the  occn])ants 
theieof,  within  a reasonable  time,  to  be  fixed  by  said  notice. 
That  if  the  owner  or  managing  occupant,  or  both,  who  ^h.ill 
be  required  b}’’  said  notice  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  to 
reined V such  unsanitary  cond  lions,  >hall  fail  to  comply  thei'e- 
with  within  the  lime  therein  mentioned,  he  shall  be  guilty  of 
a misdemeanor,  jjunishablc  by  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  or  imprisonment  not  to  exceed  thirty  days,  or  both, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Skc.  6.  All  laws  or  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  Act, 
or  any  part  thereof,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Appi'oved  May  llih,  1899. 
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AN  ACT  Regulating  the  Treatment  of  Suspicious  Cases  of 
C«uitagious°or  Infectious  Diseases,  Prescrihimj  the  Duties 
of  State,  County  or  Municipal  Authorities  I herein,  and 
Providing  for  Necessary  Costs  and  Expenses  Thereof. 

Be  it  enaeied  h\j  the  Lefjislature  of  the  State  of  Florida: 

Section  1.  Wlienever  a physician  or  other  person  sliall 
re])ort  a suspicious  case  of  disease  to  tiie  State  li  >aid  of 
Ilealtli,  as  required  by  the  provisions  of  Section  TGI  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  of  hdorida,  he  shall  also  iininediatel v give 
notice  thereof  to  the  City  ll‘-‘alth  OtHcer,  if  there  beany  Health 
Otiicer,  and  if  not,  to  tlie  l\liyor  of  the  incorj)  >rate  1 city  or 
town  in  which  the  sick  person  may  be,  or  if  the  sick  iierson 
resides,  or  be  found  outside  the  limits  ot  a city  or  town,  to  t'ne 
C.)unty  Health  Phvsici.iu  or  his  representative,  if  there  be 
an}q  and  if  not,  to  tl'ie  Chairman  of  the  County  C )mrnission- 
ers  of  the  count}^  within  which  the  sick  person  may  be. 

Sec  *2.  Tt  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  City  or  C )nnty  Heilth 
Othcer,  o,-  the  Miyor,  or  the  (jhairman  of  the  B >ard  of  C »iinty 
Coinmi-sloners,  to'  whom  a suspicions  ca^^e  of  disease  is  re- 
ported, in  aecordanc.e  with  the  provisions  of  Section  1 of  this  / 

Act,  to  take  immediate  measures  to  examine^  the  ca-se  re- 
ported, to  furnish  medical  attention,  food,  clothing,  and  what- 
ever mav  be  necessar}^  to  care  for,  segregate  and  guard  such 
suspicions  rejiorted  case,  in  aeconlance  with  the  rules  mul 
regulations  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  lor  the  jirotecti  ui 
oAhe  public  health,  now  in  force,  or  hereafter  adopted,  and 
shall  manage  and  control  such  case  or  cases  until  the  arrival  or 
the  State  Health  Ofhcer  or  his  agent. 

Sec.  3.  Whenever  the  State  Health  Ollicer  shall  investi- 
gate anv  suspicious  case  or  cases  of  disease,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Section  7G9  of  the  Revised  ^ Statutes,^  as 
amended  by  Section  1,  Chapter  4348,  Acts  of  IHoiida,  lbd5, 
and  shall  determine  that  such  disease  is  contagious  or  infec- 
tious, and  a menance  to  the  public  health  of  the  citizens  of 
the  State  then  he  or  his  agent  shall  assume  charge  and  man- 
ao-ement  of  all  and  every  such  case  of  contagious  and  in  lec- 
tions disease.  All  necessary  and  legitimate  expense  attend- 
ant upon  such  case  or  cases  of  disease  after  the  State  Health 
Othcer  or  his  agent  shall  have  investigated  and  determined 
the  same,  and  assumed  management  and  control,  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  public  health  fund  of  the  State,  on  vouchers  ap- 
proved by  the  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  as  now 
provided  by  law 

Sec.  4!  Any  physician,  city  health  ofhcer,  mayor,  county 
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health  physician,  or  chairman  of  the  board  ot  county  commi^ 
Bioners^who  shall  neglect  or  fail  to  comply  with  the  provi^ 
ions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a ’ 

upon  conv.tion,  shall  be  liable  to  a fine  of 

or  imprisonment  for  thirty  days,  or  both,  in  the  discretion 

SEc!"^5.^A^l"laws  or  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  herewith  are 

fi^.'^Thif  act  shall  go  into  effect  immediately  upon  its- 
passage  and  approval  by  the  Governor. 

Approved  May  24th,  1899. 

An  act  to  appropriate  *20,000  to  be  used  for  the  payment. 

for  the  building,  fumigating  plants, 

erty,  including  boats  ot  the  Escambia  County  Board  of 

and  to  have  title  to  the  same  confirmed  in  the  btate  of  Florida 

for  the  use  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Whereas,  Chapter  4177,  of  the  Laws  of  Florida,  Provided 
for  the  disposition  of  funds  and  effects  in  Possession  of  the 
County  Boards  of  Health,  which  were  established  by  said 

^^Whereas,  the  Escambia  County  Board  ot  Health 
the  expenditure  of  its  own  fund.s,  by  lo.al  laxation,  and  other- 
wise without  aid  from  the  State,  erected  ^buildings,  fumigat- 
ing plants,  ballast  cribs,  and  all  other  necessary  constructions 
requh-ed  in  the  proper  operation  of  a quarantine  station  at  a 
cost  of  over  860,000,  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  piyeev 
ing  health,  and  for  other  quarantine  purposes,  and  has  also 
pm-chased  naphtha  launched  and  other  boats,  incident  to  and 
kqiiisite  for,  the  proper  conduct  of  a quarantine  station,  < 
which  said  property  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  btate 

Board  of  Health. 

Be  it  enaeied  the  Lecjidature  of  the  State  of  Florida: 

Section  1.  That  the  sum  of  8'20,000,  or  so  much  thereof, 
as  mav  be  ar^reed  upon  by  the  County  Commissioners  of  Es- 
cambia County  and  the  State  Board  of  o °the''sur* 

and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  .P^V'‘'5'® 
plus  proceeds  of  the  Pensacola  i\yriume  Station  ' 't''m  ^ 
period  of  three  years,  to  be  expended  in  the  payment  foi  the 
kiildino-.s,  fumioaiing  plants,  wharves,  launches,  small  boats 
ami  alfother  property  used  by  said  Escambia  County  Boar 

of  Health  in  the  operation  of  its  ^ITTBoard  of 

vided  this  payment  meets  the  approval  of  the  State  Board  ol 

Health,  and  Provided,  further,  That  all  ot  said  proper  y 
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shall  at  once  be  conveyed  by  proper  instruments  of  writing 
to  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  use  of  the  State  Tioard  of 

Health.  . ^ . 

Sec.  2.  That  the  money  herein  appropriated  in  Section  1 

of  this  Act,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  Fund  to  the  County  Commissioners  of  Escambia 
County,  two-thirds  thereof  shall  be  paid  by  said  County  Com- 
missioners of  the  city  of  Pensacola  for  city  purposes,  and 
the  balance  shall  be  placed  in  the  general  revenue  fund  of  said 

county. 

Sec.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately  upon  its  pas- 
EVLfrQ  and  approval  by  the  Governor. 

Approved  May  22d,  1899. 

A'H  ACT  Making  an  Appropriation  for  the  Immediate  Ne- 
cessities of  the  State  lioard  of  Health,  and  Providing  for  a 
Proper  Othcial  Receipt  for  all  Moneys  Paid  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health. 

Be  it  enacted  h]i  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Florida.: 

Section  1.  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  or  so 
mucti  thereof  as  is  necessary,  is  hereby  a})])ropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  State  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
for  the  immediate  necessiiies  of  the  ^^tate  Boaid  of  Health,  as 
shown  by  the  State  Health  Officer  in  an  official  statement  of 

indebtedness.  tt  i i 

Sec.  2.  Vouchers  and  receijits  signed  by. the  State  iie\altli 

Officer  shall  be  legal  receipts  for  ali  nione^^s  paid  to  the  State 

Board  of  Health.  • x \ • k . 

Sec.  3.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  m conflict  with  this  Act 

be  and  the  same -are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  4.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  immediately  upon  its  pas- 
sage and  approval  by  the  Governor. 

A])proved  iNfay  2ith,  1899. 

county  SANITAllY  AGENTS. 

When  the  statute  of  1889,  creating  a State  Board  of  Health, 
was  passed,  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  County 
Boards  of  Health,  with  the  hope  that  they  would  be  useful 
and  valuable  adjunets  in  the  conservation  of  the  public  health. 
It  was  shortly  ascertained,  however,  that  divided  responsibil- 
ity oceasioned  confusion,  and  indifferent  results,  and  succeed-' 
in£T  Le^^islatures  amended  the  law,  abolishing  these  eounty 
health  organizations.  The  State  Board  of  Health  then,  from 
lime  to  time,  appointed  agents  in  the  several  eounties  to  rep- 
resent these  interests,  to  take  eogoizance  of  any  deviations 
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from  the  normal  health  of  the  State,  to  promptly  report  and 
take  charge  of  cases  of  contagious  disease,  to  abate  sanitary 
nuisances  and  to  perform  many  other  and  similar  functionSr 
These  appointments  were  commissions  of  honor  and  trust, 
rather  than  of  emolument,  because  of  the  limited  revenue  of 
the  Board.  Thej^  were  appointed  only  in  and  for  the  larger 
and  more  populous  counties,  and  each  agent  was  allowed  the 
small  monthly  stipend  of  ten  dollars.  This  amount  given  to 
each  agent  monthly,  though  apparently  insignificant  when  con- 
sidered sejjai-ately,  equals,  at  present,  nearly  six  thousand  dol- 
lars annually.  Hntil  recentl}",  there  was  very  little  for  the 
countv  saiiitarv  agents  to  do,  other  than  render  a monthly  re- 
port  of  the  general  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  county, 
follow  up  and  remedy  sanitary  nuisances,  issue  transportation 
and  burial  permits,  and  generally  supervise  the  health  status 
of  their  respective  bailiwicks.  The  principal  advantage  ob- 
taining to  the  Slate  accrued  from  the  moral  influence  exerted 
and  the  bemdit  of  having  salaried  medical  representatives  in 
so  many  difl’m-ent  sections.  Their  duties  consumed  but  little 
time,  even  when  taken  from  a possible  busy  practice,  and  the 
compe:i>aiion  was  deemed  commensurate  with  the  services 
rendered.  Within  the  [last  eighteen  months,  however,  small- 
pox has  been  repeatedly  introduced  into  F'lorida  from  the 
State'^  adjoining,  and  these  county  agents  have  been  called 
upon  to  <levote  much  time  and  suffer  no  inconsiderable  trouble 
and  annoyance  in  fulfilling  their  functions  as  county  health 
otlicers.  Some  have  demurred  to  this  demand  upon  their  time 
and  praciice  without  additional  compensation,  while  others, 
seemingly  recognizing  the  aggregate  received  for  less  engross- 
ing services  in  the  years  past,  have  cheerfully  and  commenda- 
bly  taken  hold  and  performed  valuable  and  efficient  work  with- 
out hint  of  future  expectations  or  of  further  pecuniary  reward. 
It  is  recognized  that  the  State  has  no  more  moral  right  than 
the  individual  citizen  to  demand  the  time  of  anyone  without 
adequate  compensation,  and  it  has  only  been  the  lack  of  funds 
which  has  prevented  the  State  Health  Officer  from  strongly  in-  • 
sisting  that  the  medical  representatives  of  the  Board,  who  have 
rendered  public  service  in  their  respective  counties,  in  the 
smallpox  prevalence  of  the  past  year,  should  be  properly  paid. 
While,  in  some  sections,  as  has  been  stated,  the  county  sanitary 
agents  have  managed  the  outbreaks  of  smallpox  in  their  neigh- 
borhood, yet,  in  many  instances,  this  unusual  condition  has  made 
it  necessary  to  despatch  a special  representative  of  the  Board 
to  the  seat  of  the  trouble,  to  take  charge,  direct  and  counsel, 
3II  of  which  has  been  at  an  extra  expense  to  the  State.  In 
view  of  these  facts,  and  from  a careful  study  of  the  matter,  it 
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is  suggested  that,  instead  of  endeavoring  to  maintain  agents 
in  each  of  the  forty-five  counties,  as  at  present,  too  itiade- 
qnately  recompensed  to  surrender  more  than  a modicum  of 
their  time  to  the  duties  involved,  that  three  medical  assistants 
to  the  State  Health  Officer,  or  special  agents,  be  appointed,  at 
an  annual  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  with  necessary 
traveling  expenses  when  away  from  home.  These  special 
agents  to  devote  their  entire  time  and  attention  to  these 
matters,  going  from  place  to  place  on  regular  tours  of  inspec- 
tion, and  being  available  at  a moment’s  notice,  to  he  dis- 
patched to  any  point  in  the  State  where  the  services  of  thV 
State  Board  of  Health  may  be  required  to  diagnose,  investi- 
gate or  manage  contagious  or  infecti*uis  disease,  to  inquire 
into  and  abate  sanitary  evils,  to  see  that  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Board  are  observed,  and  in  many  ways  and  means 
to  accomplish  what  is  now  sought  for,  but  cannot  be  obtained 
by  the  system  in  existence.  The  State  Health  Officer  has 
heretofore  refused  to  recommend  this  plan  of  health  supervis- 
ion, because  of  his  attachment  to  his  medical  associates  in 
the  various  counties,  and  because  in  relieving  them  from  a 
position  which  many  of  them  have  held  continuously  for  six 
or  seven  years,  he  did  not  wish — by  indirect  inference  even — 
to  imply  that  he  had  lost  confidence  in  their  ability,  integrity 
or  efficiency.  The  lessons  of  the  past  eighteen  months,  how- 
ever, are  convincing  that  better  results  can  be  obtained,  at  a 
less  expenditure,  by  the  adoption  of  the  recommendation  to 
abolish  the  present  county  agent  system  and  appoint  three 
special  agents. 

QUARANTINE  STATIONS. 

The  maritime  quarantine  service  was  conducted  throughout 
the  3’ear  as  usual  at  the  vaiious  quarantine  stations,  witliout 
change  in  the  personnel  of  the  several  medical  officers  hereto- 
fore in  charge.  As  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  lalile  of 
receipts  and  expenses,  the  Maiitime  Quarantine  Department 
of  the  State  Health  Service  was  self-supporting,  the  revenue 
derived  from  inspection  and  disinfection  fees  being  sufficient 
to  meet  the  running  expenses.  The  Cumberland  Sound  Quar- 
antine Station,  near  Fernandina,  which  was  destroyed  by  the 
storm  of  October,  1898,  was  ordered  rebuilt  by  the  B >ard 
when  in  session  at  Port  Tampa,  in  July,  1899,  at  a cost  not  to 
e.xceed  $6,0U0.  It  was  determined  to  erect  the  new  station  on 
Amelia  Island,  instead  of  in  the  open  harbor,  as  formerlv,  a 
site  on  the  Fort  Clinch  military  reservation  being  obtained 
from  the  Government.  In  consequence  of  the  lateness  of  the 
season  when  it  was  finally  decided  to  re-establish  this  plant> 
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■anrl  the  abpence  of  the  Ae^^istant  State  Health  Officer  at  Miami, 
wliere  he  wa'<  engaged  in  connection  with  the  yellow  fever 
epidemic,  as  reported  elsewhere,  no  active  work  was  inaugu- 
rated. It  is  ho[)ed,  howevei',  to  have  the  equipment  in  work- 
ing order  early,  if  not  at  the  beginning  of  l.he  quarantine  sea- 
son. Soon  after  the  destruction  of  this  station  in  1898,  the 
submerged  machinery  was  raised,  at  a co>t  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  stored  on  the  mainlaiid,  where  temporary  quarantine 
quai’lers  were  constnicted,  ainl  the  subsequent  operations  of  the 
station  cai-ried  on.  Phrongh  aid  derived  from  the  Florida  East 
Coast  Rail  way  Company,  in  the  loan  of  the  steamer  “Santa  Lii- 
<;i  i,”  and  other  assistance,  a sterilizing  plant  was  installed  at 
jMiami,  during  the  latter  part  of  .August,  at  a co<tof  $8,771.58. 
This  station  was,  foi'tunately,  most  opportunely  equipped,  be- 
coming available  just  jnior  to  the  outlireak  of  yellow  fever  at 
Miami,  where  it  was  of  great  iiiilit}’^  in  tlic  disinfection  of  ves- 
sels airiving  dui-ing  the  epidemic,  and  in  tlie  destruction  of 
J'omites  in  the  cleansing  of  tlie  town  on  the  termination 
of  the  e|)idemic.  During  a severe  storm  early  in  August  of 
la>t  yeai-,  the  quarantine  station  wharf,  buildings  and  lauiKjh 
at  Don  Island,  Saint  George’s  Sound,  were  almost  totally 
wrecked,  the  officer  in  chaige.  Dr.  L.  S.  Smich,  and  his  assist- 
ants barely  ( scaping  with  their  lives,  after  enduring  great  peril 
and  hardships  for  three,  days.  It  is  estimated  that  it  will  cost 
at  least  $1,200  to  laqjair  this  dwelling  amt  wharf.  Upon  the 
loss  of  the  station,  arrangements  were  immediately  |)eriected 
for  conducting  the  quarantine  opei-ations  fiom  the  mainland, 
and  accommodations  were  secured  and  the  crew  and  aj»partus 
installed  at  Carrabelle,  from  which  point  the  service  is  now  be- 
ing peiforrned.  Some  slight  repairs  liave  been  necessary  from 
time  to  time  at  tlie  other  quarantine  stations,  such  as  new 
smokestack  at  K«  y West,  the  I'enewal  of  some  piling  and 
woodwork  at  the  Tamjia  Bay  Station  and  a new  wharf  and 
cistern  at  Charlotte  Harbor. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  the  Board  is  informed  of  the  re- 
signation of  Dr.  D.  M.  Echemendia,  of  the  Tamjia  Bay  Quar- 
antine Station.  For  ten  years  Dr.  Ecliemendia  has  been  the 
faithful  sentinel  at  the  most  imjioriant  <d  the  State’s  qtiaran- 
tine  stations,  an<i  that  he  has  faithfully  perfoi'med  his  duty  and 
been  loyal  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  is  evidenced  by  the  ex- 
elusion of  contagious  disease  from  the  southern  peninsula  as 
long  as  the  Stale  was  permitted  to  carry  on  uninterruptedly 
and  undividedly  the  miritime  sanitary  system  which  the  State 
Board  of  Health  had  foi'mulated  and  operated  during  the  ten 
years  previous  to  the  war  with  Spain.  Advancing  years  and 
physical  infirmities  induced  Dr.  Echemendia  to  resign  a posi- 
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tion  which  calls  for  much  hard  labor,  exposure  and  anxiety 
The  State  Health  Officer  parts  with  him  with  much  reluctance, 
thanking  him  for  his  devotion  to  duty,  and  unswerving  alle- 
giance to  principles  to  which  the  State  Board  of  Health  owes 
its  existence. 


FREE  TfeLEGKAPIlIC  SERVICE. 

Through  the  courteous  representation  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Dillon^ 
8uperinte°ndent  of  Jacksonville,  the  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Company,  by  Mice  Bresident  Clarke,  lendeied  timely 
service  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  by  permitting  the  State 
Health  Office  to  be  in  close  telegraphic  touch  with  the  office 
at  all  times,  free  of  any  expense  to  the  Board.  It  can  readily 
be  appreciated  what  assistance  ibis courte.sy  yielded  by  render- 
ing it  possible  for  the  execulive  officer  of  the  Board  to  direct, 
through  his  office  at  Jacksonville,  the  varied  movements  of  his 
assistant'!,  and  to  control  measures  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  done  either  at  ejreat  expense,  or  have  req  tired  a personal 
presence.  The  thailks  of  the  State  Health  Offi  -er,  as  an  offi- 
cial and  citizen  of  Florida,  are  tendered  to  Vice-I  resident 
Clarke  and  Superintendent  Dillon  for  their  considerate  kind- 
ness in  this  matter. 

FI.VANCES. 

The  enactment  of  the  last  Legislature,  definitely  lixing  the 
annual  income  of  the  Board  on  the  basis  of  the  Italf-niill  tax 
levv,  nnd  making  a special  appropriation  of  815,000  to  covet 
the* deficit  of  the  previous  year,  caii'^ed  by  the  extraordinary 
expenses  connected  with  the  ])andemic  presence  of  smallpox  in 
the  State,  relieved  the  Board  from  the  financial  einbai i assnient 
which  confronted  it  at  the  time  of  the  last  report  of  the  State 
Health  Officer;  and  the  ready  response  of  the  Governor  and 
State  Tiea>urer  to  request^  for  prompt  attention  to  requisitions, 
during  the  crisis  of  the  past  sumtner  and  fall, enabled  the  exec- 
utive office  of  the  Board  to  act  expeditiously  and  vigorously  in 
meeting  the  demands  occa'ioned  by  the  two  yellow  fevei  epi- 
demics. As  will  be  seen  by  a reference  to  the  tabulated  state- 
ments, on  another  |)age,  the  current  or  running  expenses  of  the 
Board  amminted  to  818,021,78;  to  which  mu>t  be  added— an 
usual  and  extraordinary  cxpeu'e — the  cost  of  the  epidemics  at 
Miami  (811,134  17)  and.Key  West  (-83,1  51.13). and  the  aggre- 
gate (817,430.34)  for  caring  for  the  smallpox  outbreaks  in  va- 
rious parts  cf  the  State.  This  latter  item,  it  will  be  noticed, 
somewhat  excee«ls  the  special  appr  »priation  of  815,000,  m.ide 
by  the  last  Legislature,  nor  does  the  amount  include  all  the 
items  of  this  source  of  expense  to  the  State,  as  a settlcniept 
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was  not  had  with  the  city  of  Jacksonville  until  after  the  close- 
of  the  year,  and  the  amount  reimbursed  that  municipality 
($2,776.‘22)  is  therefore  not  embraced  in  the  tabulated  state- 
ments of  1899.  In  the  matter  of  quarantine  receipts  and  ex- 
penses, it  will  be  observed  by  reference  to  the  statements  of 
that  fund,  that  the  maritime  quarantine  department  of  tlie 
Board  was  practically  self  supporting  in  1S99,  as  it  has  been 
for  the  past  several  years,  the  receipts  just  about  offsetting  the^ 
cost  of  operating. 

EXPENDITURES  FOR  1899. 

Current  Expenses: 

Per  diem  and  mileage  of  members $ 295  60 

Salary  of  State  Health  Officer  ..............  8,000.00 

Traveling  Exjumsesof  State  Health  Officer.  . . = . 472.06 

Clerical  as.^islance . 2,510.00 

Attorne\’s  salarv . 485.00 

Office  rents,  lights,  telephones,  etc 752.00 

Printing  “Notes,”  stationery,  stamps,  envelopes, 

blanks,  etc ...  1,541.65 

Telegraph  tolls  = 878.85 

Salai-ies  of  County  San itmy  Agents ....  7,218  98 

Diphtheria  antitoxin ....  106.86 

Purchase  of  formaldehyde  regenerators  ....  ....  273.87 

Miscellaneous,  insurance,  interest,  e c.,  etc., 547. 96- 

Total  S 18,021.78 


Extraordinary  and  Unusual  Expenses; 

Smallpox  cases  and  cost  of  vaccine  virus  .....  $ 17,48000 

Yellow  fever  epi  lemic.  Key  West 8,151  18 

Yellow  fever  ejtidemic,  Miami.  ....  11,184.17 

Yellow  fever  cases.  Port  Tampa  C4ty.  ..  ..  277.00 

Purchase  Naphtha  Launch  for  Tampa  Bay  Sta- 
tion   .....  . 1,08000 

Raising  submerged  machiney,  Eernandina  Station  500.00 


Total 
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Receipts  and  Expenses  Several  Quarantine  Stations. 

Expensps.  Receipts.  Excess.  Deficit. 

Santa  Rofa  Sound $19. 76 i 10  $27  2^78  $7,461  68  ••••q-- 

Ta.npa  Bay  5.479  65  3.782  40  $1  697  2o 

Key  West 3.003  22  2.6o3  90  oo^ 

Feniandina 2.803  73  00  <^08/3 

Maypmtj 1.248  53  1-070  00  8-1  47 

Carrabelle 2 619  23  1,135  00  n 

Chsrlolie  Harbor 2.499  11  553  00  

Miami 1,861  50  248  00  1^013  50 

Sale  of  Germ 3,500  00  2.500  00  

Oedar  Key  385  00  • • 

Anclote 400  00  • 

A palacliicola 30u  00  33  34 

Miscellaneous  1.686  96  


33  34 


400  00 
206  66 
1.686  96 


$41,949  03  $43  604  42  $10,783  15  $10,137  76 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

This  division  of  the  work  of  the  Board  has  received  unre- 
mitLiiig  attention,  and  with  gratifying  results,  for  the  birth  and 
death  returns  were  made  far  more  satisfactorily  than  dining 
any  year  during  the  commene.ement  of  the  work  in  Jul}'’,  1^93. 
The  office  of  the  Board  is  solicited  almost  daily  for  certificates 
of  the  records,  to  be  used  in  litigation,  in  establishing  pension 
claim!^,  etc.,  etc.  The  English  people  residing  in  hlorida  are 
particularly  careful  to  liave  attested  copies  of  their  birth  and 
death  records  forwarded  to  the  old  country  for  registration. 
But  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  this  subject,  as  it  has  been 
exhaustivelv  discussed  in  almost  every  annual  repoitofthe 
State  Health  Officer,  and  it  is  here  mentioned  merely  to  invite 
attention  to  the  statistical  tables  accompanying  this  report. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

In  concluding  the  report  of  the  State  Health  Officer, 
it  is  usually  the  practice  to  offer  such  recommendations  for 
the  attention  of  the  Board  as  his  study  of  the  health  problems 
of  the  State  and  experiences  of  the  year  may  suggest.  Ad- 
hering to  this  custom,  your  executive  officer  submits  the  fol- 
lowing: . J • u 

First:  • It  is  hoped  that  a change  will  be  made  in  the 

County  Sanitary  Agent  System,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  when 
discussing  this  subject  elsewhere,  by  the  immediate  discon- 
tinuance of  the  existing  plan  of  having  a meagerly  paid  medi- 
cal representative  in  each  county,  and  the  appointment  of 
three  special  agents  or  medical  inspectors,  as  assistants  to  the 
Slate  Ilealih  Officer.  These  gentleman  to  be  given  a yearly 
stipend  of  $1,600  and  actual  travelling  expenses.  It  is  not 


I 


L?P;H11  r.'^'F  JM  t C A I j h 

,iT8  ff»^N.; 

•-  . 

r#(  u S.A 


SULl’HUK  FURNACE  AT  TAilPA  RAY  QUARANTINE  STATION 


14o 


T 


* 


1 

4 


. thought  necessary  .to  reiterate  tlie  argnments  of  economy 

a greater  efficiency  and  a better  health  service,  already  divelt 
upon. 

Second:  That  the^e  employes  of  the  Board  be  entered  in 

the  service  on  a gradient  scale,  siniilar  to  that  in  vogue  in  the 
Uniled  States  departments— that  is  to  say,  for  the  hr^t  five 
y(oars  they  shall  be  given  $1,6(10  annuallv,  and  after  that  term 
of  employment  to  be  paid  $1,S'00  a yeai-,  which  sum  shall  be 
the  maximum.  At  the  quarantine  station^,  the  Hoard  to  sup- 
ply fo-.d  and  suitable  housing.  All  applicants  to  pass  an  ex- 
amination. to  evidence  a certain  amount  of  knowlcfhre  in 
h^glelleand  sanitation,  and  the  ability  to  recognize,  diauno.-e 
and  manage  contagious  diseases. 

Third:  The  rccommendaiion  of  previous  year.s  retrard- 

ing  the  urgent  necessity  fora  steamer  Hir  coast  patml  dmv 
to  supply  tlie  })lace  of  the  Germ,  which  \va<  sold  last  year  for 
$2,500,  by  order  of  the  Hoard,  is  again  urged.  The  expe- 
riem-es  of  the  past  summer  jdainly  emj)hasize  the  fact  that 
a vessel  of  the  de.scri|>!ion  mentioned  in  previous  annual  re- 
ports is  essential,^^  if  the  State  Health  Oflicer  is  to  be  enabhai 
to  visit  the  varmus  quarantine  stations  regiilarlv,  and  espe- 
cially in  case  v)f  emeigcncv.  It  is  not  alwavs  p.-s.^iblc  nor 
practicable  for  the  .State  Health  Othcor  to  avail  himself  of 
the  commercial  lines  of  travel,  which  ply  on  schedules.  H:id 
the  Hoard  po.ssessed  such  a craft  this  j/ast  summer,  the  iier- 
sonal  Mipervi.don  of  the  State  Ilealih  0th. -er  of  the  three 
points  of  siis))ense  (amid  have  been  accom pli^lie<l.  and  his 
movements  between  Miami,  Key  West  and  Port  Tampa  ('ity 
so  faciliialed  as  to  enable  him  to  pa.^s  rapidly  from  one  to  the 
Ollier.  As  it  was,  tliis  was  rendered  iinp'ra -licalile  bv  tli^if^ie- 
I cesMiy  of  awaiiing  the  arrival  and  <le|.arinre  of  the  s.-li.MlTiied 
steam. -rs  and  the  |..ng  land  detnius  otherwise  nnav.ii.lahle. 

^rouiTli:  The  foil. .wing  amendments  and  a.lditioiis  to  the 

rule  - ami  regulations  are  snbmitKMl  for  ad.*i.tion: 

Pule  56.  Uiiuaccuiattd  Workmen,  (J/erks  or  Lahorrr.^  not 
to  hi  tniplojied.  N.»  own.  r,  less..r,  manager,  siipcrintemlent 
or  gem,  opeiating  any  mannfnctnry,  pli.)q»lnte  iilant.  sav- 
mill,  luipeiiiine  still,  stoi'e,  railma<l  ir  other  business  (om.lov- 
ing  woiknieii,  laborers  or  gang  of  m.m,  women  or  cliihl am, 
wlio  woik.  sleep,  or  eat  tgcihm-.  shall  eniohiy  anv  man’ 
w ..nan  o.  ch  M who  cannot  pro.Ince  sai iHactory* eci.rcn.-.e  of 
liaving  hcen  sn.: -('s.-fiiHy  va,.*c.iii  ii ed  wiihiii  hv.-  years  ..f  sm-h 
e e pl() \ m.mt.  Aii'l  It  shall  he  the  duty  of  such  owm.o*,  l.'ss.)r, 

s>  peri  I'eii  lent,  manager  or  ag.m<,  to  '^e.|  that  Mich  e.liploves 
a e va-ciriat.nl  as  otuM.  as  tl.*"  lieallh  ofh.'ers  of  the  Slate  cifv 
loAvn  or  county,  in  which  said  business  is  located  may  direct’ 
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Rule  51-J-.  Penaltu  for  concealing  cases  of  coimnunicahle 
diseases^  or  for  secreting  fomites.  Any  pt^rson  who  sIimU 
wilftilly  or  knowingly  conceal  any  case  of  yellow  fever,  scarlet 
fever,  smallpox,  cholera  or  other  infectious  or  contagions  dis- 
ease, or  who  shall  secrete  any  personal  clothing,  heddmg  or 
-irtiele  wi^jch  has  been  used,  in'  or  about  any  case  ot  in^ 

-ti  HI  ’ or  coi)tagiou>  disease,  and  is  liable  to  convey  oi  im- 
part  eontifrion  ov  infection,  from  the  proper  State  or  local 
hl-AhU  otheers  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and  upon 

s-all  be  ,/uni.hed  a.  provided  by  Rule  49. 

A . ,1,0  eoiiohiding  ^me^^  of  tbis  report  are  being  penned, 
tbe  annonncenienl  U made  of  tbe  d.-aUi  of  C..lonel  1 oral, o 
r, -air  of  Kev  We.-t,  and  is  bolb  Hinng  and  a privilege  to  pay 
a triimte  to  bis  memory.  C.ilonel  Crain,  from  ibe  time  a-hen 
health  matters  in  Florida  assumed  more  than  a mere  pertunc- 
torv  e.xUtence,  bad  been  a warm  a.lvoc  ite  of  sanit  try  prm- 
ciples  and  a firm  and  ardent  detender  ot  all  laws  and  regn  a- 
Uons  tendinn  to  exclude  .lise.ase,  promote  health  and  increase 
,lip  loiifreviU'  of  the  citizens  of  the  htate.  In  the  ea, ly 
days  of”the 'hate  15oard  of  Health,  when  the  B-.ard  so  to 
. ;„1  and  was  viewed  by  the  people  in  the  light 

cui"i‘inir  i)er.”'Onal  enemii-s  < J . * ii  . 

dme  ihe  opposition  to  the  Board  was  malignant,  and  espeeia  ly 

at  Key  WeU -Colonel  Crain  was  the  brave  hghler  tor  the 

viVhl,^and  the  State’s  gallant  soldier  in  tbe  battle  comnieiieed 

ami  sneceasfiilly  wagml  ag.aiiisl  narrow  mmaediiess  and  prejn- 

dice  in  sanitary  matters. 

It  is  a nleasnre  to  testify  to  and  publicly  expres.s  the  obliga- 
tions wliieli  the  writer  feel.s  under  to  Colonel  Cram  for  Ins 
cmnisel  advi,-e,  and  every  timely  aid.  He  was  ,a  friend  m 
every  sense  of  the  word,  in  the  days  to  come  Ins  loss  will  be 
more  and  more  felt  by  the  commnmty  in  w peh  be  lias  In  e I 
for  so  many  years,  and  by  those  whom  lie  de  igbted  t.)  assist 
hi  every  good  work.  A sanitarian  himself  of  the  purest  ordei, 
his  heart  was  especially  in  the  work  of  pIma, ill, ropy  an.l  be- 
nevolence, and  noopporliiiiity  was  ever  lost  to  appeal  toi  eli.aste 
liviim,  that  each  and  all  might  secure  the  niany  natiir.al  g s 
and  blessimrs  whioli  the  Great  Creator  has  placed  witliin  t e 
Jcach  of  His  children  . • Colonel  Crain  died  as  he  lived  quietly 
and  resignedly.  He  had  no  misgivings  for  the  future;  his  ti  list 
was  unflinching,  his  faith  confldent. 

Airain  thanking  mv  associates  in  the  health  work  of  the 
State— particularly  the  County  Sanitary  Agents  and  the  \a- 
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l^nle  51-^.  Penaltif  for  concealing  cases  of  commun  icable 
diseases,  or  for  secreting  fornites.  Any  pjn-son  who  sIimH 
wnlfiilly  or  knowingly  conceal  any  case  of  yrllow  fever,  scarlet 
fever,  smallpox,  clioh'ra  or  other  infections  or  contagioiis  dis- 
ease, or  who  shall  se.-.rete  any  i)ersonal  ch.lhmg,  hedding  or 

othu  ..j,don>  disease,  and  is  liable  to  convey  or  im- 

J^nnt-mion  o>’  ‘''faction,  from  the  proper  State  or  local 
partcontv>  > ^ misdememor,  and  upon 

co,k'irt?oiril.ereof,  be  |m.nslie.l  as  provi.led  l)y  Rule  49 

, ti::  fo::;!; 

rrnr'oTKeV  \Ve>t,  and  is  both  Hub, .4  and  a p,-,v,lejre  lo  pay 
U.ini,  ot  Ke.\  c.domd  C.ain,  ti'om  ibe  tune  wlien 

a tubule  1,  s assnmeil  more  tlru,  a mere  perlmm- 

lieallb  inUtLi  s adeoo  ite  of  sanitu-y  piuu- 

tm-y  ,;’^X,,t  defemler  of  all  laws  and  regnla- 

ciples  and  , 1 je  disease,  pi-omole  beallb  and  increase 

tmnste,,d.,,g  t , ex  lude  U^^^ 

ibe  uiigeM  .'  ' ]>  ] yf  IlenUli,  «’lien  tlie  Boai-d,  so  to 

.lays  of  tlie  Mate  bo  1 iheligbt 

sp..ak,  was  on  f c.'ain  manfullv  defende,!  tbe 

of  an  speech,  and  at  tbe  risk  of  in- 

com-se  adopted,  and  b r*;  ,^,,_for  at  one 

cnrrmL'  l’'■'■•^"y^' ^1,;  i^lai-d  was  malignanf,  and  es|,ecially 
TKe^\Veb-t:olcn,el  Crain  was  tbe  bravo  ligbier  lor  tbe 

u'i  TideuI™  to  and  publicly  exp.-ess  tbe  obliga- 

,,,:UibI.b  dm  w,-uer  fe  J n;;;.^ 

::::;:t,;t::fVrwo,.d.in  tbeduys  to.eo,nebisb,s.sw,ii^ 

• 1 l.vT  the  commnmtv  m which  he  ha>!i\cd 

r,”r,:l'rvoa‘t-' :>  »y  '^7"^ 

eve,-  go„.i  wo,-k.  A sanitarian  bi.nself  o,  tbe  p.nest  o,-der, 

^ ^ ^ tlie  woi'k  ot  plmrintliropv  and  be- 

bis  hea,-t.was  es|.e  pU  to  appe'd'  for  .-baste 

nov..le„ce,a„d  ,„a  ,v  natn,-al  gibs 

T A 

and  ..KiPlnun  . Colonel  Cr.un  oied  he  lived,  tpiietly 

Ind°i-e”ignedly.  He  bad  no  misgivings  for  the  fnlm-e;  bis  trust 
was  imllincbing,  bis  fault  coiiKdeiit.  , c ,, 

An-ain  tbankinu  mv  associates  in  the  bealtb  woi-k  of  tbe 
Sute-parlioularTy  tbe  County  Sanita.-y  Agents  and  the  ta- 
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rious  Maritime  Quarantine  Officers — for  their  earnest  support 
in  matters  calculated  to  benefit  the  people  of  our  beloved 
Commonwealth,  and  to  whose  loyal  help  and  devotion  to  the 
“common  cause”  must  be  ascribed  much  of  the  success  wliich 
has  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  Board,  I am,  gentlemen, 

Bespectfully  ^murs, 

Joseph  Y.  Porter,  M.  D., 

Slate  ITeallh  Otiicer  of  Florida. 
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rions  Maritime  Quarantine  Ol!ieer.s — for  tlieir  earnest  support 
in  matters  ealeailaled  to  benefit  the  jieoplo  of  our  beloved 
( A)mmon\vo:dtli,  and  t>  vvliose  loyal  lielp  and  dev'o  ion  to  the 
“common  canse”  must  be  ascribed  rniicli  of  trie  success  which 
has  crowned  the  etftirts  of  the  I>  lard,  I am,  gentlemen, 

1 1 (*s) >ectf nl  1 y y on rs. 

Josi'.i’ii  Y.  Foutek,  J\I.  T^., 
vState  Health  Oflicer  of  h'lorida. 
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In  presenting  the  following  charts,  attention  is  called  to  the 
fact  that  the  charts  on  pages  153  to  and  including  173_with 
Uie  exception  of  16il  (Hargrove  case)— are  all  dengue  cases. 

he  charts  on  pages  174,  175,  e(  seq.,  indicate  their  respective 
diagnosis.  It  will  be  observed  that  some  having  had  dengue 
later  developed  yellow  fever-for  instance,  T.  C.  Bass,  dengue 
(page  1/8),  yellow  fever  (183).  Verner  Townley,  paue  1 84 
dengue;  page  177,  yellow  fever.  G.  L.  Chandler,  °yellow 
fever,  page  182,  and  dengue,  186,  etc.,  etc. 
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Taken  5 p.  m.,  while  down  town;  went  home  with  fever, 
headache,  pain  in  back  limbs,  with  fever;  rested  but  little; 


rested  better  during  day.  Slept  during  day  and  Sunday 
ni<»ht;  rested  fairly  31onday,  wanting  fruit,  ice  cream,  etc..., 
als'o  intense  soreness  all  over.  Tuesday  did  very  well;  sorenc.s.s 
.till  continues;  27th,  head  still  aches,  but  nervous  over  lever 
«ca^*o  and  went  to  woods. 


Tieatment:  Cal.  soda,  acetanolid  comp.  Urine  examined, 
and  no  trace  of  albumen  at  any  time;  no  jaundice. 


Taken  7 p.  m.,  27th;  pain  in  head,  back  and  bones,  diarrlnea 
on  26th;  checked  same  and  some  vomiting;  and  taken  on 
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2bth,  tongue  large,  flabby  and  coaled;  eyes  clear;  men- 
‘struatinsT  and  checked  on  25th,  came  on  again  on  27th. 


('LINK  AL  HISTOKY. 


elt  bad  night  of ‘29th;  had  pain  head,  back  and  every  bone 
of  bod}';  bowels  constipated,  eyes  sensitive  to  light,  skin  moist 
and  cool. 

September  80. — Slept  well  last  night;  no  headache,  but  feels 
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sore.  Ate  oatmeal,  toast  and  coffee  for  breakfast;  could  have 
eaten  more. 


r 


e ordered  on  the  lotli 
emperatiire  and 


^Vlal)ama.  Ileadaelie. 
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kiie..s  and  legs.  Ikatient  teemed  reticent  regarding  my  visit> 
sayincr  he  would  send  for  me  should  my  services  be  needed 
againj  did  not  see  him  again  till  morning  of  2*2d,  when  I 
dropped  in  to  see  how  he  was  getting  along. ^jlle  had  taken 


liut  little  medicine;  found  bowels  constijiated;  all  pain  gone 
but  headache;  ordered  Sal  Rochelle;  ma<ie  several  attempts 
r»'et  urine,  but  did  not  do  so  until  night  of  2id,  then  found 


it  contained  albumen.  Placed  nurse  in  charge  and  isolated 
case. Dr.  Horsey  saw  patient  at  11  p.  m.,  23d;  placed  hotel  un- 
derguard. On  24th,  patient  had  suppression  of  urine,  coma  at 
night,  and  black  vomit  on  morning  25th.  Died  11:30  a.  rn. 
25th. 


CLINICAL  IIISTORAL 

October  2.— Taken  with  fever,  pain  in  head  and  legs; 


I 


ovury  bone  aching  and  still  ache  this  morning,  especially  feet 
and  knees:  eyes  sore  when  I look  around. 

October  3. — Feel  sore  all  over,  skin  moist  and  cool;  ate  a 
very  good  breakfast. 

P.  M. — Ate  dinner  and  have  been  sitting  around  the  room 
most  of  the  day. 

October  4. — wSlept  fairly  well  last  night:  tlie  rheumatism  in 
knees  hurt  me  worse. 

P.  M. — Have  been  up  and  sitting  around  all  day. 

October  b. — Felt  chilly  last  night  for  the  want  of  cover; 
had  a little  fever  afterward;  feel  better  now,  but  feel  sore,  and 
my  skin  itches. 

October  6. — Ate  breakfast  and  sitting  up;  itchings  getting 
worse;  slight  rash  appearing  on  neCk  and  chest. 


CLINICAL  HIsrOKV. 

Felt  unwell  yesterday,  October  1;  started  with  diarrhma; 
began  yawning  about  8:30  p.  m.:  cotinued  until  sweat  began; 
had  no  chill. 

October  2. — Face  not  Hushed:  slight  flush,  “hectic,”  over 
right  check;  has  soreness  of  muscles  of  eyes,  like  “la  grippe;”, 
has  soreness  of  forehead:  thinks  due  to  headache  of  last  night; 
pain  in  back,  none’in  knees  or  legs;  eyes  red;  urine  shows  al- 
bumen first  day. 

P.  M. — Kidneys  acting  well;  feels  better. 

October  4. — Patient  dressed;  sitting  up;  feels  better. 
Temp.,  101;  had  taken  nourishment. 

P.  M. — In  bed,  feels  bad  again;  temp.  103  4-5;  pains  have 
returned. 

October  5.— Temp.  100  1-5;  feels  belter;  rash  appearing  on 
neck  and  chest. 


1 65 

October  6. — Temp.  99y,  rash  more  pronounced;  feels  quite 
well,  but  tired. 


Complained  14th,  at  7 a.  m.,  of  being  sick  from  loss  of  sleep 
and  went  to  bed.  Got  up  during  afternoon  and  has  been  up 
and  down  since  this  15th,  7 p.  m. 

Treatment:  C.  & S.  one  grain  each,  every  hour;  acetan- 


1 


did  Comp,  --k  grains  continued  till  bowels  acted  well,  then  V. 
I'i:  S.  stopped;  ac^  t.  continued  as  needed;  15th,  up  most  all 
time,  eating  milk,  etc. 


cipal  pains  : 
in  afternooi 
Treatmei 
acet.  comp. 


dad  some  delirium 
II,  8 p.  m,  jggg 
hour  till  4 taken: 


-S' 

g;  fever  rose  12 


and  intense  aching  in  every  joint,  back  and  head;  bowels  con- 
stipated; passed  urine  ->  times  <luring  night.  Cal.  and  sod.  1 
grain  each  every  hour;  acetanelid  comp,  o grains  every  2 
hours,  or  as  needed.  l>egan  to  improve,  less  j)ains;  I’ested  well 
night  14th;  feels  weak  on  loth,  a.  m.;  no  a})|)etite  up  to  12 
m.,  when  milk  toast  aiui  soft  boiled  eggs  were  laaten,  and  at 
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■ ‘*0  complained  of  hanger;  milk  ordered  during  night 


bowels  conslip*ted. 

<Tue,  with  beautiful  rash 


Four  members  of  family  have  had  den- 
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.Woke  about  4 o’clock  m the  morning 


■ninf""  feeling  bad,  noi 
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chill;  got  up 


and  cooked  breakfast;  drank  a cup  of  coffee^ 
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then  went  to  bed.  with  pains  in  every  bone  of  bod}^,  even  my 
fingers  and  toes  ache,  especially  the  joints. 

]>.  ^[. — Xot  quite  so  much  pain,  but  yet  some  pain  in  fingers 
and  arms;  tongue  large  and  brownish  coating. 

October  3. — Slept  fairly  well  last  night,  but  have  spme  pain 
yet;  ui’ine  plenty,  bowels  acting  well. 

W i\f. — Hungry;  asked  for  piece  of  beefsteak. 

October  4. — Did  not  rest  quite  so  well  as  night  before.  I 
found  jiatient  sitting  up  in  chair. 

]\  M. — Has  earache;  has  jiainsin  arms  and  fingers  yet;  not 
weak  or  sick. 

October  5. — Feels  sore  in  every  limb;  had  chill  at  noon, 
pains  all  return. 

P.  M. — Slight  herpes  on  lips. 


ciaxirAi.  iiis'ronv. 

October  1 — Feeling  bad  for  two  days;  te-ok  fever  Sepfem- 
bei-  30,  5 p.  m.,  no  chill;  slept  during  night,  but  had  pain  in 
head,  back  and  knees;  tongue  coated,  skin  m(;ist  and  cook 

October  2.— Slept  very  well,  skin  moist  and  cuol;  still  aches 

P..  M. — Had  very  comfortable  day. 

October  3.^Slept  fairly  well,  but  said  bowels  had  not  acted 
that  day;  had  eaten  some  breakfast. 

P.  — Feels  very  well;  has  some  pain  in  back  and' knees, 

skin  and  palms  of  hands  itch. 

October  4. — Ate  a good  supper  last  night,  no  pain,  onl\’- 
general  soreness. 

1^.  M. — Up  and  dressed. 

October  5. — Up  and  dressed;  walked  down  town  and  got  a 
•shave;  has  rash. 
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Smallpox  in  Other  States. 


In  connection  with  what  has  been  said,  in  another  part  of 
this  report  (pages  67  et  seq.),  concerning  smallpox,  itis  deemed 
not  inadvisable  to  submit  the  following  correspondence  in  rela- 
lation  to  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  other  parts  of  the- 
United  States.  A circular  letter  was  sent  to  each  State 
Board  of  Health,  and  the  several  replies  are  here  repro- 
duced: 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  February  J,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor:  Will  you  kindly  inform  me  to  what  extent 
smallpox  prevails  in  ^^our  State,  and  whether  you  believe  it  to  be 
on  the  increase  or  decrease.  As  fast  as  it  is  suppi’e.ssed  in  Flor- 
ida it  is  re-imported  from  some  one  of  the  adjoining  common- 
wealths. Every  case,  as  soon  as  it  is  reported  to  this  office,  is 
taken  in  charsfo  by  a special  medical  officer  of  the  State  Board, 
and  every  possible  precaution  is  taken  to  eradicate  the  infection, 
but,  as  i said  before,  it  is  being  continuallv  reintroduced „ 
May  I not  also  ask  that  you  place  my  address  on  your  mailing 
list  and  “exchange”  with  us  in  the  matter  ot  interstate  notifi- 
cation of  contagious  and  infectious  disease  7 

Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  V.  Porter,  M.  D. 

State  Health  Officer  of  h'lorida. 

\ 


A1.AMA.MA. 

Mon'J’OOMerv,  Ala.,  February  6,  1900. 
Jjr.  Joseph  Porter^  State  Health  Officer: 

Dear  Sir:  Smallpox  exists  in  about  twenty-five  countie.s. 

of  this  State,  bn  three  or  four  of  these  counties  the  disease 
may  be  said  to  be  prevailing  to  some  extent;  that  is  to  say,  the 
number  of  cases  in  each  may  vary  from  twenty  to  a hundred. 
The  reason  that  I cannot  give  exact  figures  is  that  these  coun- 
ties lie  in  what  is  called  the  “Black  Belt,”  where  little  or 
nothing  is  being  done  by  the  county  authorities  to  control  the- 
outbreak. 
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In  the  Olliers  of  the  tweiity-Hve  counties  the  cases  vai-\'  fi’om 
one  to  ten,  ami  in  most  or  all  of  these  the  authorities  are  tak- 
ino'  active  measures  to  exterminate  the  disease.  It  may  be 
stated  that  under  our  ))ublic  health  system  measures  for  ex- 
irrminatinii:  infectious  di>eases  must  be  put  into  active  ojiera- 
tion  bv  tlm  counties  actimi:  seiierately,  the  State  merely  a'^suni- 
iiiLT  a<i\isorv  ]uovei-.  All  expenses  must  be  met  by  the  e()un- 
lies.  Some  ciiniy  authorties  make  the  iiecessaiy  apjiroin-ia- 
tion  of  funds,  c<'ii>e(juently  in  such  counties  measui'es  of  ex- 
termination are  beiny;  employed;  other  c<)unli(s  decline  to  ap- 
[u-opriate  the  necessaiy  fnml>,  and  in  these  little  oi*  nothing  is 
being  dene. 

Smallpox  has  1 etni  so  gen<‘rally  pi'evahnit  for  sevei-al  years, 
auid  in  so  many  States,  that  i have  not  (banned  it  neee»aiy  to 
send  out  forimd  noiit  es  of  its  ]»i-esence  in  Aiab  iina,  f“<‘ling 
that  it  wa.s  hardlv  wiuuli  while  to  mitity  Stat(‘  oni‘-!al->  in 
who>e  State<  the  di-«e  i.^e-  wa<  ali’eady  preNailing.  In  iiie  pest- 
Imuse  of  Jei'fer-on  cviunlv,  in  ihi';  St  ite,  about  -4m,J  ca<es  hive 
been  ti'eatei!  witliin  the  pa^L  few  months,  ail  negroe.',  two  linn- 
dred  of  whom  had  recently  ariive(i  fr.un  (ieoygi a,  and  a large 
nnmbei',  exactly  how  many  I do  not  now  remember,  were  re- 
ceiitlv  from  Mississippi. 

ddiese  tigures  indicate  to  wii.at  extent  A1  ib  nmi  is  la'ceiving 
infection  from  other  .States. 

In  the  fall  of  I'^'.M)  sinallp  >x  uM';  i np  )rted  from  Ibnisac  )la 
to  Monecnh  and  Iliitler  coimtii'^.  in  thi>  Stale,  anil  hemu’  nii- 
i-eeogidze<{  by  the  local  ofhciaN,  was  not  . (‘poi't-d  to  i in*  State 
autiiurities  until  about  April  1-97.  In  tin-  uicantiim*  tlie  dis- 
ea>e  bad  heeii  widely  di>lii!nUed  through  nil  the  ScUc  from 
these  (U’iginal  foci. 

Kfforts  wcn  c made  during  the  la>t  meeting  ot  our  ( Icneral 
Assemhlv  to  obtain  such  additional  legislation  a^  is  ncces>ary 
in  order  to  enable  us  to  exterminate  tin*  disease,  l)Ul,  owing  to 
active  efforts  on  the  part  of  anti-vaceinationi'.t^,  we  failed  of 
,>.nceess.  As  our  ( General  Assembly  will  not  nmnU  until  next 
Xoveinber,  we  must  wait  nnlil  then  to  repeat  tiie  etorts. 

It  is  verv  clear  that  the  dis(.*ase  cannot  hi'  cxtcrininutcd  un- 
less all  States  in  which  it  exists  make  simnltaneons  lillort’s  to 
o’Ct  rid  of  it. 

\b‘r\-  truly, 

\\b  1 1 . S.\.\  i)i:i;s. 

.'^tate  1 1 caltii  ( )!h  -cr. 
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ARK  AXSAS. 

LiT'i  T/E  Rock,  February  5,  190i‘. 

Dkar  Sir Vonrs  of  the  2d  instant  received  this  morning. 

Smallpox  now  exists,  or  has  existed  during  the  past  twelve 
montlis,  in  twenty-seven  out  of  the  seventy-two  counties  of 
the  Slate.  Of  course  in  some  localities  it  has  prevailed  to^a 
verv  limited  extent,  and  in  tiearly  all  cases  has  been  very 
mild.  As  fa'^t  as  the  <lisease  has  been  abated  or  ('lutdicaied 
at  one  ixunt  ft  mnki's  its  appearance  at  auothei-,  until,  (luring 
tile  time  nii'niiom.'d  abc>ve.  it  lias  bci'ii  vi'ry  genin.ili\  distiib- 
nted  overlhe  Slate.  Tlic  State  Foard  ’ is  ('iilirci;,  without 
means  with  which,  to  coin])at  ihe  epidemic,  and  ail  it  - an  do 
is,  with  tim  a]);>r-'val  of  the  Oovernor.  to  appoint  ('oniity 
Hoards  of  llealth,  wiii'-h  are  cinpowu'rcd  to  lake  wiuitcvcr 
steps  dccim-i'  mci'S-.iry  for  llic  ]>rcvcntion  and  sup'Wf.s  .ion  of 
conlavions  -iiscasc  in  ih.-ii'  n-jM-i'tive  counties.  \Vil!  bi  very 
glad  t"  ex-’lninve  A ilh  yonr  Hoard  any  inlorination  rcgai-bing 
coni .‘mion.-i  ( ! r>i'a>e  1 (,‘im.  and  witn  ill  (Inc  1 i>  .nuin, 

H(‘>l)(‘ct  fully, 

R.  H.  ('inns  11. \ X. 


(All  K.  )RX  I \ . 


iiAMKX'i'o.  ('.\i,.,  I'l'brn.iry  Hh  ».iO(l. 

Dk.m;  1)o(  'roR  ^■om•  favor  of  laJt*  i<  i (‘ccivcil.  At 

]iicsciil  tli(‘^'(*  i-;  not  a ca'-o  <e  .sm:’.l Ipox  in  ( ;iiiioini;;.  1 Imre 
s{i\’(U'al  casrs  in  S.iii  i' I'anci.-co  hist  -n'nmi:)  uitd  t.ili,  in- 
trodnci-d  tlici'c  by  s-hdiers  from  .Missouri  and  K-m.s.'m.  an  i aUo 
fr-mi  iManil  i,  by  s'o].li('is  lunmo-ing  thenci'.  All  thi'-e  were 
iminediati'i V (jnar.antincd  on  an  island  in  the  Hay  of  S:ni  liain- 
ci.sco.  and  an  (‘pideinie  easily  ]>r(,‘\U‘ii ’i-d . i/ist  \vinti*r  tin*  city 
of  Los  Angeles,  in  the  somhern  part  of  this  State,  suHeied 
I'alhcr  s'A'cn-l'.’  from  snudlpox  (llo  ca^cs  ami  lx  dcilhs).  Ihe 
si.'iirci'.s  W(*r(‘  ^Vri/.-'iia  <'in<l  X(.‘\^’  Aic.xico.  Onr  s-uiihcin  .iiid 
('astern  boiali'i's  arc*  now  l)'‘iiig  pulrolh'd  h_\  an  iiispci  i-)i  (^a 
phy.si  Cl  a 1 1 j who  kee]).''  the  State  Hoaid  ot  Ili*.i,Iiii.  hi'  em- 
])loyer,  fully  informed  of  ])Ossihle  danger. 

\'ery  truly  yours, 

\V.  H.  y\  vniKws. 

Sccretarv. 
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irii^  is  ^ statement  of  the  smallpox  cases  oeeiirring  in  Colorado 
and  reported  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  since  January  1st, 
1900,  and  I think  it  covers  all  the  cases  that  have  occurred 
within  the  State: 

One  case,  Denver,  January  0,  origin  unknown:  probably 
Denve;  one  case,  Denver,  January  7,  origin  i^'olsom,  N.  M.; 
fl-om  this  developed  two  cases,  on  January  22d  and  25th,  re- 
spectively. One  case,  Denver,  January  19th,  origin  Butte, 
Mont.;  one  case,  January  25th,  Denver,  origin  probably  Den- 
ver. Total  for  Denver,  six  cases. 

Three  cases  neaj*  Walsenburg,  January  9th,  origin,  Wal- 
senburg;  one  case  Walsenburor,  January  26th,  exposed  to 
above  case.  Total  for  Walsenburg,  four  cases. 

One  case,  Hugo,  December  15th,  origin  Lawrence,  Kan.; 
one  case,  Hugo,  January  2d,  exposed  to  previous  case.  Total 
for  Hugo,  two  cases. 

One  case  near  Leadville,  January  17th;  origin  probably 
Denver. 

Weston,  about  December  28th,  four  cases;  origin  Xew 
Mexico, 

J'otal  of  the  State  since  January  1st,  seventeen. 

There  has  been  no  widespread  epidemic  during  this  time; 
nut,  indeed,  since  last  June.  We  require  immediate  report  of 
every  yase,  and  insist  upon  the  following  meas.ures  to  stamp 
out  the  disease: 

1.  Immediate  isolation  of  all  cases. 

.2.  Compulsory  vaccination  and  detention  for  fourteen 
days  following  exposure. 

8.  Fumigation  with  sulphur  for  twenty-four  hours,  using 
five  pounds  of  sulphur  to  each  1,000  cubic  feet  of  space,  and 
destruction  by  fire  of  such  articles  as  can  be  burned. 

4.  We  urge  vaccination  upon  all  citizens. 

I will  be  glad  to  place  you  on  the  list  for  interstate  notifi- 
cation of  contagious  and  infectious  diseases. 

^ ours  truly, 

G.  K.  'rvLEH,  Secretai-y. 


t'uN.VKCTK'lT. 

New  II  a vex,  C7jnx. 

DeakSjk:  Your  esteemed  favor  is  received.  The  en- 

closed clipping,  from  our  last  “Bulletin,”  I think  answers  your 
inquii-y. 

\"ery  truly  yours, 

C.,A.  Lixoi.kv,  Secretary. 
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“The  mai:ked  exemption  of  ('onnecticut  from  smallpox,,  ^ , 

which  has  prevailed  elsewhere  so  extensively  during  the  past  L 

year,  is  probably  !due  to,  the  general  attention  of  the  people  ! 

to  the  practice  of  vaccination.  Numerous  epidemics  of  thi.s  » 

dreaded  disease  have  occurred  throughout  1899,  with  more  aj 

or  less  severity,  in  a majority  of  the  States  of  the  L nion, 
amounting,  in  some  States,  to  thousands  of  cases. 

“The  wise  and  effective  legislation  of  Connecticut,  which 
permits  the  exclusion  of  unvaccinated  pu])ils  from  the  public 
schools,  has,  probably,  more  than  any  other  factor,  saved  our 
people  from  this  pestilence,  which  has  fallen  upon  so  many 
other  communities. 

“It  is  a fact  deserving  of  general  attention  that  wherever 
the  malady  has  occurred  in  e})idemic  form,  it  has  been  con- 
fined almost  exclusively  to  those  who  have  never  been  vac- 
cinated. This  is  the  strongest  evidence  possible  of  the  pro- 
tective powei-  of  vaccination. 

“Although  Connecticut  is  covered  as  with  a cobweb,  with 
railroad  lines  throughout  its  entire  limits,  which  are  possibh'' 
transporting  daily  infected  persons  or  things  from  localities 
where  smallpox  prevails,  yet  only  three  cases  have  tarried  in 
the  State  in  the  year,  and  they  were  so  promptly  cared  for 
that  the  infection  was  not  communicated  to  others.* 

“All  honor  to  the  great  Jeuner;  he  has  again  saved  Con- 
necticut from  smallpox.” 

*Two  of  the  cases  were  in  January,  1899,  and  one  in  July. 

If  you  file  your  notices,  I think  you  will  find  we  tola  you  of 
them.  Y"our  State  Board  is  on  our  mailing  list,  but  we  don't 
have  smallpox. 

^'ery  truh^  yours, 

C.  A.  Li.ndsij: V. 


DEL  A WAKE. 

WiLMiXGTOX,  Del.,  Febi-uary  9,  1900. 

Deak  Sik:  Your  letter  received.  Contents  noted.  There 

has  been  nine  cases  of  varioloid  reported  to  the  city  board 
in  1899;  all  recovered,  and  quarantine  removed.  No  cases 
throughout  the  State  that  I am  aware  of. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Dk.  Alex.  W.  Lov  heil  Secretary. 

* w 

FLORIDA. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  February  9,  1900. 

Dear  Sir  : At  this  writing  smallpox  seems  to  be  spreading,. 
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rlojjpite  all  eff(ii-tsl(»  check  it  by  the  usual  mcaus.  T nforluuatel\y 
the  avei’age  person  is  very  indifferent  to  the  matter  of  vaccina- 
tion, and  has  almost  to  l)e  fnrced  to  protect  himself  or  family. 
.1  ust  at  ])ri'scnt  we  liave  iufoianation  of  its  ireneral  presence 
in  Suwannee  connlv:  of  a case  neai-  Genoa,  llamiiton  county; 
of  a niirnb(>r  of  (•a^os  live  miles  north  of  uiticello,  Icfferson 
C'>un^^■;  of  oiM*  in  hiscainltia  county;  of  ove’’  foi’ty  ca<es  (white, 
a^i  woil  a^  ( t)ioi-(Ml  peopl(‘).  near  IG^ystom*,  in  ]4asco  c(ninty, 
wiw?e  tiun-e  \\a"  I’ccently  a deatli  from  IhG  can^tc  A death 
fro!!i  n\-  i<  r('|)oi-ted  from  ncai‘  la\'c  Oak,’  .V  wliite 

man  is  d"Wii  \\  ith  il  at 
1 


i'  ( rii  ii-c  1 iCt,  .N 
wl;  /il  iMiiK  (li.nci 
(piit('  an  o;it''!\'a 

coniiix  p.  .vt!i... 

of  ^vllio  ^Gi  o 

ti- »n  'O'  a " >1!  . 

S"ii\  ilic  and  ( 


n Sjinnys,  1 1 illsb- irouii'li,  county. 
Ml  : . ha>  a numbin’  of  ca>es,  all  of 
M’o  j n’u  t>  wick,  Ga.,  wln-i’i^  llicre  in';  liccn 
'1  iuro  aie  niin*  peop'h*  at  the  iJiival 
>everal  of  whom  ai’c  wliite.  Om^  family 
isolated  in  Duval  coin. 1y.  trace  I lie  infec- 

WMN'  b(-i\\a'(*n  .laek- 


' >1  Ic  r w r,it  e 


. . Is  cm "h .\M*(  1 nil  the  ra 

'lumiiia.  S.  t'..  wlnn’i*  hi*  c"iit '’act eii  it.  .An- 
'■e  in  Dll'.  al  roiinty  i-’  a raiima'I  conductor, 
ai my  ca-cs  ln\e  l'ei*n  reported  from  Aiaii*'ii  county,  and  near 
Ocala.  1 iiere  iun  e iieen  about  1 weiity-fi  ve  case.s  iiu  Ahxchua 
c!  un!v-.  ] ii'inci p,i  11  \ a’ooiil  Vlachii.u  I/i( ’ro.ss'*  and  {li'jii 
j 'rii.Lis.  cniintx  rcport.s  a casi*  to-day,  tracealde  I"  the 

iufecicd  .-cciioa  nf  Da-vCv)  count V.  And  iicw  c.’iscs  are  beinir 


rel'orted  d.’l] 


\ erv  truh' 


.Io.sF.1‘11  \ . DoierKU. 

>tate  Health  ( )llicer. 


o 1 M 1 10 : 1 . 

.\'ii..\.\T.\,  G.\.,  Kebniary  |i>.  DUO. 

] J i;  S I u : I i'CLfto  ;ickno\\dedoe  I’eceipt  » *f  y"ur  letter  ot  llie 

9th  inst.’int,  impiiriim’  to  what  e.xteiit  .suiailiMiv  e.\i.sts  in  this  .State 
and  whetiier  it  a|)i)ear>  to  Ite  on  the  increase  or  decri'ise,  and 
in  repiv  to  sax’  tliat  tlie  disease  (*.\i.'ts  in  some  thirty  or  torty 
counties  in  (ieor<jia.  s->  tar  as  f haxe  been  advised,  and  1 re- 
li'i’ct  to  iiax  e to  s;iy  that  1 fear  it  i'l  oii  the  inerea-'e. 

As  vtui  are  perhaj>s  aware,  in  Georgia,  in  the  absence  of 
a State  Hoard  of  Health,  tile  duty  of  haiidling  the  disease  is 
loduted  with  tlu^  ordinaries  of  the  several  counties,  and  there 
is  no  State  otlicial  clothed  with  })ower  to  look  after  it.  1 
have,  howex’cr,  within  the  last  two  days,  a])plied  to  the  Siii’- 
geon  (A*neral  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  of  the  United 
Stall's  to  .»end  me  an  otlicer  tx>  aid  local  authorities  in  the  ef- 
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fort  to  stam])  out  the  disease.  The  exti’eme  mildness  of  its 
form  is  one  of  the  gi’eatest  obstacles  in  the  wav  of  arresting 
its  spread.  In  many  instances  negroes  take  it  and  do  not  go 
to  bed,  but  rove  around  and  scatter  it. 

I am  advising  universal  vaccination,  ns  far  as  possible,  but 
it  is  dillicult  to  get  the  ordinaries  to  resort  to  tliis  rernedxu 
I nder  our  law  they  have  amjile  poxvcr  to  vaccinate  everv- 
body,  who  has  not  been  successfully  vaccinated,  in  the 
county. 

A ery  truly  x’ours, 

A.  ] ).  Ca.mu  i;h, 

Governor. 


Il.lMM  US. 


.''U’Ui.M.KiKU),  Februarv  <>,  IpiUi. 

Dkak  Siu;  Smallpox  is,  I am  liajipy  to  s-’'c,  on  the  de- 
(‘I’ea^-e  in  ihi';  State*,  although  there  are  ju’obabiv  ;i  few  hun- 
dred cr.ses  here  \ct. 

In  tlie  inattec  of  inti'rstati*  n< 'i i Ijcalion.  1 lu  g <ax"  that  ut) 
to  la.D  annnni)-,  I emleax’oi’cd  to  ki'C])  (*ach  ‘-^tai  ■ e dx  i>(  . 1 u’f 
tlie  ca;:es  rejiorted  here;  Since  tiiat  time,  h )wcv:m’.  I iiavc 
negl(-ctcd  to  do  *-0  for  the  r(*a.,on  ihai  the  disivi.si  sprc.id!  so 
ta.^t  111  (uii  Si.itt*  that  it  x\  iiiiiH;*>sibic  to  gix  e tlie  x‘.<.act  niiiii- 
bc)’  of  cases. 

As  you  kn.)xv,  the  disease*  ju’cvails  to  a large  extriit  over 
the  .^joutixern  .and  central  \\  (*stern  Stales,  excejat  in  Ixansns, 
xvhere  they  have  nothing  but  •‘Cuban  (diicken  j)ox.‘^  We  had 
the  l^orto  Rican  xuariety  of  this  peculiar  ci  uption  here,  but, 
oxvirig  to  the  quarantine  and  tlie  Immcticent  inflnence  of  vac- 
cination, xve  h.ave  been  able  to  check  tiie  spread,  aiei  liope  to 
be  able  to  stainji  it  out. 

\ ery  ti’uly  yours, 

J.  A.  IC.A.v,  M.  D., 

.Secretai’XM 


INDIAXA. 

1x1)1  AXAFOIJS,  Ixi).,  February  8,  190U. 

Deak  Doctor:  In  reply  to  your  favor  of  February  '2d. 

sinail])ox  prevails  to  a considerable  degree  in  Indiana.  It  has 
appeared  since  Jannary  1899,  in  probably  half  of  the  coun- 
ties, and  is  noxv^  epidemic  in  Clay,  Vigo,  Wasliington,  Greene, 
Oxven  and  Posey  counties.  The  cases  in  the  counties  named, 
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toi^etlier  witli  those  found  in  olliei*  parts  of  the  JState,  by  tlie 
most  conservative  estimate,  must  number  at  least  one  thou- 
sand. The  form  is  very  mild,  but  it  seems  to  be  becoming 
more  severe.  Up  to  last  November  we  did  not  know  of  a 
single  case  of  semf-confiuent,  confluent,  or  hemorrhagic  small- 
pox. Now  these  are  occasionally  found.  1 hei*e  have  been 
two  deaths  from  hemorrhagic  smallpox,  and  five  or  six  from 
semi-confluent  and  confluent.  The  people,  not  infi equentlv , 
0])pose  all  efforts  of  the  health  oflicers  to  prevent  the  sin-ead 
of  the  I'lague,  because  they  believe  it  interferes  with  business 
and  with  their  personal  rights.  Also  many  physicians  make 
the  mistake  of  diagnosing  the  disease  as  chicken  pox,  and 
this  makes  it  more  difficult  to  control.  e have  no  ho])e  of 
extinguishing  the  disease  by  quarantine  and  disinte'jtion,  and 
so  w<i  are  trving  by  all  jiossible  means  to  get  tlie  people  to 
vaccinate.  This,'  of  course,  would  stop  it.  Hoping  this  is  sat- 
isfactory, T am. 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  N.  IlriiTv, 


SprM-otn  rv. 


IOWA. 

Dks  Moines,  February  5,  1900. 

J)e:ar  Doctor:  The  January  number  of  the  Dulletiu, 

vvhich  I presume  you  have  received  before  this,  will  infoim 
vou  as  to  the  number  of  places  in  this  State  where  smallpox 
exists.  It  is  quite  prevalent,  having  been  introduced  here 
from  Illinois  and  Minnesota,  as  well  as  from  the  Indian  Ler- 
titory.  I will  be  pleased  to  send  you  the  Bulletin  regularhq 
if  you  are  not  now  getting  it.  I have  a telegram  this  morn- 
ing announcing  smallpox  at  ^lapleton,  in  this  State.  I am. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  Kennedy, 

Secretary. 


KANSAS. 

Topeka,  Kansas,  February  12,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor;  In  compliance  with  the  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  national  conference  of  the  State  and  Provincial  ^Boards 
of  Health,  at  Toronto,  1886,  and  Washington,  1887,  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  inform  you  that  smallpox  has  been  reported 
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to  this  office  from  the  following  points  in  the  Stale  of  Kansas, 
duringthe  month  of  January,  1900. 

Anthony,  2 cases;  Arkansas  City,  9 cases;  Burns,  Marion 
( 0.,  1 case;  Centralia,  1 case;  Knqioria,  10  cases;  Galena  and 
( herokee  Co.,  31  cases;  Grantville,  1 case;  Harvev  county,  8 
cases;  Iloilid.ay,  1 case;  Junction  City,  8 cases;  Kansas  City, 
3b  cases;  Kingman,  4 cases;  Lawrence,  34  cases;  Osa- 
watomie,  2 cases;  Osage  City,  number  of  cases  not  reported; 
Paola,  ] case;  Reno  county,  1 case;  Shawnee 

county,  7 cases;  Sumner  county.  21  cases;  Ton- 

ganoxie,  1 case;  Topeka,  number  of  cases  not  re- 
ported; V'  kite  V ater,  Butler  county,  1 case;  Wabaunsee 
county,  22  cases;  Wichita,  6 cases;  ^Voodson  county,  2 

cases;  Wwandotte  county,  outside  of  Kansas  City,  29  cases. 
Only  one  death  occurred  duringthe  month — at  Arkansas  City. 

At  all  of  the  above  points  an  effective  quarantine  was  main- 
tained; general  vaccination  was  ordered  and  thorough  disin- 
fection of  the  premises  after  the  disease  had  run  its  course. 
The  disease  is  of  a very  mild  character,  as  the  death  rate, 
shows. 

A erv  respectfully, 

W.  B.  Swan,  I\[.  ])., 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health. 


KENTUCKY. 

Bowung  Green,  Ky.,  February  15,  1900. 

Dear  Doc  tor — Your  letter  just  received.  We  have  less 
smallpox  than  for  several  months  ])ast,  but  still  have  the  dis- 
ease in  several  sections  of  the  State.  The  entire  epidemic 
has  been  very  mild  in  form,  and  this  has  caused  it  to  be  very 
little  feared.  AVe  have  advised  general  vaccination,  and  have 
been  able  to  enforce  this  fairly  well  in  the  cities  and  towns. 
T mail  you  under  separate  cover  our  rules  and  regulations. 
These  will  explain  our  methods  more  fully  than  I could  in  the 
space  of  a short  letter.  They  are  those  relied  on  everywhere 
in  combatting  smallpox. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  N.  McCormack, 

Secretary. 


LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans,  February  5,  1900. 
Dear  Doctor — In  reply  to  your  circular  letter  regarding 
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, 1 1 .Mto  tint  we  fCfrnlarlv  mail  you  our  weekly 

snialli.ox,!  ""^‘“''  Lrtlte.'-State  of  Louisiatta.  oame 

report  (.1  oases  atul  tlea  s ^oes  not 

is  in  llu  tovm  ot  po>tai  eaiu. 

reach  YOU.  i,.,,]rr 

^ ours  ver\  tinl'v,  \i  n 

G K \l*rvAli  TAT  inN,  NK  lA, 

' ‘ Secretary. 

A postal  oar.l  ''y ^ Orlean's^'.o’ oases, 

m>  der.Os,  and  _V'f  now  „„„e  „„deei|,lier- 

O.t  now  stole  Madtsou.  one  non  .ast 

ahlc  names,  lU  ne\c  case^. 


M AIN  K- 

Amtt-sTA,  Mr;-,  Febniary  0,  1900. 

,,  \Ve  have  bad  no  laiscs  of  sinal'.no.x  in  the 

l)'..t.\o  Ibe  K'l.  ■ when  wo  wound  up  toe  opi- 

otate  of  M nne  sinee  •>>  i.,,;,.,,  ;,„d  towns.  A\  c 

.leinieulnr.i  apl'eair.  evervlhine:  whieli  we  uf,'o  ot 

wdl  let  yiui  know  |uo...|Ui\ 

a >crn  UM\  mu  ciu  i Yours  truly, 

A.  tl.  ‘>i  N<;, 

Secretary. 


M auvi.ani>. 


r,.M.Ti.Moi:i;,  Kebrnary  7,  191.0. 

DKir  Uo,  ro.t-'n.ere  is  no  Ase's^S’T.ftlte 

last  .Inly  (1^99)  Ivom  West  Virginia  We 

sSe'daUc^retotge  inforntation  as  to  this  and  other  tn- 

feetious  diseases.  yours  very  truly, 

John  S.  hsii-, 

Secretary. 


Mien  ns  AN. 

Lansin(i,  February  5,  1900. 

D....  B..™«  5-  2 '«"» 

»r£S.Aou,,« 


It 
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One  ca^^e  at  Benton  Harbor;  1 case  at  Watervliet  town- 
Uneca.  eab  Masonville  township, 

'f 

bTerreomived  at ’this  omce.  I -believe  it  to  be  on  the  de- 
"'Tbelieve  that  no  eases  of  smallno.x  g^ne  t'rom  this  ^ 

tt  i.^::e  i„  wmeh  h 

tills  otaie  Lu  .iiUvtim  Ivive  been  more  numerous 

tln::;Ul^:,:i:CXt;^  the  reason  that  the 

''yo.mna.nris  with  on'r  liA  to  receive  interstate  notifications 
1 • 1 SnrillnoY  is  ot’’  sucli  small  consequence  com 

pai-r  ’Xi:  the  rtler  com, .tameable  aiseases  that  this  o, hoe 
has  not  issued  ‘motiHcalions”  every  week,  excep  , 

Weekly  B.illeti.i,  so  1 put  your  name  on  the  list  to  receiv  • s 

which  inclncles  diseases  far  more  , ,, 

Very  respectiullj , 

Henry  B.  Baker, 

Secretary. 


MINNESOTA. 

St.  Paul,  February  G,  1900. 

. D>.,r.  D.OTO.,  ^ Until  E^nnl 

trS:.~ii,...y':..v « '“-AxVi”:  'St:. 

iissr.'ssrx.s  sa-  s « » 

refuse  to  recognize  smallpox.  State  .are  iiromptly 

AH  -r- ii^:rr:;;ktr  sittgVai  i 

S'le.'t  itoims  except  at  able 

anthoritiesUtave 

The/aie  onr  club  ttow  and  are  doi.tg  their  work  bet- 

'"i  will  eertainly  placd  you  on  our  mailing  list  for  all  ex- 

cl'anges.  Yours  truly, 

11.  M.  Bracken, 

Secretary. 
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Mississ^irpi. 


Jacksox,  Miss.,  February  14,  1900. 

Dkar  Doptok;  You  ask  to  what  extent  smallp'^x  })revails 
in  this  State,  and  what  measures  are  being  taken  for  its  eradi- 
cation. In  refdy,  will  state  that  smallpox  prevads  in  nearly 
every  county  in  the  Stale,  and  I i-eally  think  I can  say  in  • 
epidtmiic  form.  We  are  trying  to  have  general  vaccination 
practiced,  and  are  endeavoring  to  fumigate  and  inspect  all 

h auses  in  which  the  disease  occurs. 

Yours  truly, 

J,  F.  Hunter, 

Secretary. 


XEW  IlAMRSIllRE. 

Concord,  February  5,  1900. 

My  Dear  Doctor; 

' In  reply  to  your  circular  letter  of  February  2d,  I would  say 
that  there  was  not  a case  of  smallpox  in  the  State  of  xsew 
Hampshire,  and  has  not  been  for  the  past  five  yeai  s. 

We  have  noticed  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  in  a majority 
of  the  States  of  the  Union,  but  have  been  exceedingly  fortu- 
nate in  not  having  it  introduced  here. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  some  of  the  State  Boards  of  Health 
are  not  notifying  other  Boards  of  the  ]>re valence  of  the  dis- 
ease in  accordance  with  the  vote  adopted  by  the  iSational  b on- 
ference  of  State  and  Provincial  l^oards  of  Health,  to-wit: 
That  there  should  be  inttr.state  notification  of  all  contagious 
and  infectious  diseases. 

I trust  that  when  you  have  obtained  the  data  which  you  are 
evidently  seeking  from  all  the  States,  you  will  publish  the 
same  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  and  those  State  Boaids  of 
Health  that  are  now  ignorant  of  how  extensively  the  disease 

prevails. 

Yours  very  trul}", 

Irvixg  a.  Watsox, 

Secretary. 


XEW  .lERSEV. 

TreNton,  February  6,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor— In  response  to  the  request  contained  in 
your  communication  of  F ebruary  2d,  we  hasten  to  infoim  you 
that  at  present  five  cases  of  smallpox  exist  in  the  State  of 
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]SIew  Jersey.  FMur  of  these  oases  are  in  an  isolated  hospital, 
and  another  is  safely  isolated  in  a farm  house  one  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  any  other  dwelling. 

During  the  last  veai*  smallpox  has  been  imported  into  New 
.lersey  from  time  to  time,  and  almost  without  exception  from 
Virginia.  The  total  number  of  cases  occurring  during  the 
v(*ar  ending  October  31,  1899,  was  64,  but  no  deaths  occurred 
from  this  disease.  In  every  instance  the  outbreak  has  been 
speedily  controlled,  and  in  no  case,  so  far  as  w^  are  informed, 
ha>  the  disease  spi-ead  to  aii3W')ther  sanitary  district. 

Yours  very  truly, 

• ’ 

Henry  Mitchell,  ' 
Secretaiy. 


NEW  MEXICO. 

Taos,  N.  A1.,  F'ebruary  12,  1900. 

Dear  Sii  — Phis  Board  desires  to  report  four  cases  of 
smallp-'x-  at  F'olsom,  Union  county,  the  only  cases  in  the 
'Perritury.  House-to-house  vaccination  is  taking  place  and  a 
rigid  quarantine.  The  disease  was  brought  in  from  Oklahoma. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  P.  Martin,  M.  D., 

Secretary, 

* * 


NEW  YORK.  ' 

Albany,  F^ebruaiy  5,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor — I am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  2d  instant,  asking  to  what  extent  smallpox  prevails  in  this 
State. 

In  reply  I am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  we  have  no  of- 
ficial knowledge  of  any  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  State  outside 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  where  there  may  be  two  or  three 
cases. 

While  a number  of  mild  cases  of  the  disease  have  prevailed 
throughout  the  State  for  some  months  past,  by  reason  of 
strict  quarantine  in  all  cases  we  have  been  able  to  stamp  ont 
the  disease. 

Very  respectfully, 

Baxter  T.  Smelter, 

Secretary. 

V 
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NOfiTU  CAIiOLl^fA. 

Raleigh,  February  6,  1900. 

My  Dear  Doctor — Tn  reply  to  yours  of  2«1  in- 
stant, I enclose  a copy  ot  last  monthly  Bullotin, 

in  which  the  situation  in  this  State  is  candidly  set  forth. 
It  is  about  ll^e  same  now  as  when  the  article  was  written. 

The  practice  of  interstate  muifica' ion  of  contagious  diseases 
has  falhm  into  “itinocuous  douel iide”  with  us,  for  the  sim}>le 
reason  that  whde  I tried  conscientiously  to  give  the  notifica- 
tion for  a lonii  time  to  our  ne.xt  dooi-  neiiilibors,  although  they 
sent  us  nearly  all  our  sniallpo.Y,  m^ver  sent  ns  any  notifications 
— I say  never;  Dr.  Evans  senX..^me  tioo  notices  during  the  prev- 
alence of  between  12  and  Ip  hundi-e<i  cases  of  the  di>ea>e,  and 
Dr.  Irvin<jr,  who  has  bi^en  running  in  Norfolk  and  vicinity  for 
the  past  two  years  a jtropagating  establishment  fur  our  especial 
benefit,  apparently,  has  nev<u'  S'uit  me  one.  .So  I have  aban- 
doned it  as  a farce.  1 will,  however,  be  pleased  to  give  you 
any  iiiforniation  in  my  power  on  demand. 

Greensboro  and  vicinity — along  the  Southern  Railway  south  ^ 
from  that  point — is  the  region  most  dangerous  to  you. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Richard  II.  Lewis, 

Secretarj'. 


* , • 

I fdr 


OHIO. 

CoLu:uBus,  O.,  February  5,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  duly  received, 
asking  for  information  about  Miiallpox  in  Ohio.  I jirint  monthly 
in  the  fSanitiiry  Bulletin,  issued  by  our  board,  a list  of  the  places 
where  smailpo.x  hasbi^en  I’eported  during  the  preceeding  month. 
I had  hoped  that  this  would  give  sufficient  infcu-mali-m  to  our 
other  fState  Boards  as  to  the  localities  infected  bysmalliio.x  in 
Ohio.  If  you  should  prefer  to  have  the  information  at  more 
freqent  intervals,  I shall  endeavor  to  comply  witli  you'-  wishes. 
J do  not  always  got  promj)t  reports  of  t.he  dischai’ge  ot  ca-es, 
so  that  I am  not  always  ai)le  to  tell  whether  the  disease  is  still 
present  in  a community  where  it  lias  been  jnevailing.  The 
disc-ase  is  present,  or  has  recently  been  present,  in  the  follow- 
ing places: 

Columbiana  county,  Wellsville;  Coshocton  county,  Clark 
township;  Cuyahoga  county,  Cleveland,  Brooklyn,  Ngwburg, 
Dover  AJayfield  township;  Darke  conn tjq  Greenville,  Newburg 
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and  Washington  townRhips;  Delaware  countv,  Delaware  Girls’ 
li.dustrial  Home;  Franklin  conniv.  Columbus;  Green  county, 
Cedarville;  Hamilton  county,  Cincinnati;  Lucas  county,  Toledo- 
A adison  county,  Canaan  and  Darby  townships;  Piain  City; 
Mahoning  county,  Youngstown;  iMorrow  county,  south  Bloom- 
township,  bparta;  Trumbull  county.  Kinsman  township, 
a.  lies,  and  Union  county,  Jerome  township. 

Yours  truly, 

C.  O.  Probst, 

Secretary. 


OKLAHOMA. 

Oklahoma  City,  February  6,  1900 

Dear  Doctor:  Your  esteemed  favor  of  February  2d  is  at 

hand  and  I desire  to  report  that  many  cases  of  smalfpox  exist 
in  Oklahoma  Territory.  We  have  very  efficient  county 
boards  ot  health  and  vigorous  means  are  being  taken  to  quar- 
antine properly  every  case,  and  detain  su.spidous  parties  who 
have  been  exposed,  although  in  the  early  part  of  the  epidemic 
we  had  a large  amount  of  work  to  do  educating  the  physicians 
as  to  the  form  the  disease  was  assuming,  nevertheless  at  the 
present  time  all  are  awake, to  the  danger  that  confront  us 
and  nothing  will  be  left  undone  to  protect  ourselves  and  the 
•citizens  of  other  states.  I am. 

Yours  very  truly, 

L.  IIayxes  Buxtox, 
Superintendent  of  Healih  of  Oklahoma. 


I’E.XXSYLVaNIA. 

Philadelphia,  February  5,  1900. 

Dear  DocTOK--Replying  to  your  favor  of  the  2d  instant, 
I send  yon,  as  requested,  our  last  statement  in  regard  to 
smallpox.  As  you  will  see,  it  is  decidedly  on  the  decrease 
with  us.  Your  Board  has  always  been  on  our  exchange  list, 
and  our  annual  report  and  all  doeuments  wliich  we  issue  have 
been  addressed  to  your  name  at  Jack.sonville.  I am  at  a loss 

to  know  why  you  have  failed  to  receive  them. 

« 
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Kocka,  1 case,  0 deaths;  Westmoi’elahd  county,  Larirner 
Mines,  1 case,  0 deaths;  Luduuck,  1 ease.  0 deaths;  Mutual 
Mines,  1 (‘ase  0 deaths;  Jefferson  county,  Punx>uta\eney,  1 
case,  0 deaths;  Hell  township,  5 eases,  0 deaths;  Indiana  county, 
Blaii-sville,  24  cases,  2 deaths;  Blair  county,  Altoona,  I case, 
0 deaths;  I’ioga  county,  Arnot.  1 case,  0 deatiis;  Bhiladelpltia 
county,  Philadelphia,  5 cases,  0 deaths;  Adams  county.  Mount 
Pleasant,  I case,  no  deaths;  Washington  county.  Amity,  1 
case,  0 deaths;  Beaver  eount}’^,  Monaca,  4 cases,  0 deaths. 

Yours  very  truh’^, 

Benja^ilv  Lke,  i\r.  I)., 

Secretary. 


KllUDE  ISLANI>. 

Pkoyideni  e,  H.  I.,  February  5,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor:  In  reply  to  your  circular  letter  of  the  2d 

instant,  I would  state  that  we  have  had  no  eases  of  smallpox 
in  this  State  since  1H99,  when  live  cases  were  discovered  in 
this  city,  the  origin  of  which  was  traced  to  Norfolk,  Ya. 

t ' ' 

You  have  doubtless  received  notification  of  the  above  men- 
tioned cases,  as  it  is  the  custom  of  this  Board  to  send  notifica- 
tions of  all  such  cases  to  all  Slate  Health  Boards  and  coa>t 
cities  and  towns. 

Yours  trill V, 

Gardneu  T.  SwAii'rs, 

Secretary. 


SOUTH  CAROLI.NA. 


February  8,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor:  Smallpox  continues  to  make  its  anpearance 

in  the  western  part  of  the  i->tate.  There  have  been  three  cases 
in  Florence  county,  now  convalescent;  one  case  at  St.  George’s, 
well.  The  disease  prevails  chiefly  on  the  Savannah  river 
from  its  source  to  its  mouth.  There  are  some  cases  near 
Greenville,  and  alto  near  Easley  and  Table  Mountain,  in 
Pickens  county. 

In  building  the  extension  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  from 
Denmark  to  Savannah,  the  contractors  brought  their  laborers 
from  Ge<»r2‘ia  and  Alabama,  and  spread  the  disease  from  Or- 
angeburg to  Savannah.  There  were  from  one  to  five  cases  at 
Denmark,  Govan,  Sycamore  and  Allendale;  three  cases  at 
Bluffton  and  two  on  Milton  Head  and  two  on  Dufreskio 
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Island.  The  disease  has  been  stamped  out  at  all  these  places, 
and  prevails  now  more  at  Clifton,  in  Spartanburg,  and  at 
Table  Mountain  than  elsewhere  in  the  State.  I have  not 
more  than  fifty  ca^^es  in  the  State  now,  which  are  at  the  local 
ities  mentioned  above.  I get  most  of  my  cases  from  the 
turpentine  regions  in  Georgia  and  from  North  Carolina. 

I have  experts  whom  I send  to  every  infected  locality,  and 
keep  theie  until  the  disease  is  under  control  and  ev'ery  one 
around  is  vaccinated.  The  main  difHeulty  I have  to  contend 
again>tisto  secure  prompt  notification  of  the  presence  of  the 
disease  in  the  rural  districts.  Sometimes  it  has  prevailed  for 
weeks  before  I know  anything  about  it.  • I have  been  endeav- 
oiing  to  obtain  from  this  J.iegislature  an  extension  of  our 
health  organization  to  the  township><,  to  remedy  this  very  evik 

Yours  truly, 

James  Evaxs,  ]\I.  D., 

Secretarv 


TENNESSEE. 

Nashville,  February  6,  1900. 

Dear  Doctok’  Your  communication  of  recent  date, 
concerning  the  smallpox  situation  in  this  State,  has  jiisi 
been  received,  and  in  reply  we  can  truthfully  re- 

port smallpox  on  the  decrease.  We  have  fought 
the  di>ease  since  it  hr.st  made  its  appearance  in  our 
State,  some  two  years  back,  and  have  expeileneed  the  same 
trouble  referred  to  in  your  letter— that  is,  being  re-infected 
from  time  lo  time. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  at  any  time,  and  will' 
cheerfully  furnish  you  with  any  information  at  hand. 

Very  respectfully, 

State  Board  of  Health, 

By  .1.  A.  Albright,  .M.  D., 
Secretary  and  Execmive  Officer 


TEXAS. 

Austin,  Tex.,  February  ti,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor.  Replying  to  yours  of  the^3d  instant, 
I beg  to  state  that  the  Public  Health  RepoVts  of  the 
Marine  Hospital  Service  will  contain  all  the  informa- 
tion relative  to  smallpox  in  this  State.  I will  state  im 

addition  that  the  disease  is  mild  in  most  localities,  rarely  ever-. 
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•exceeding  two  per  cent.,  and  on  this  account  the  disease  is 
usually  not  reported  to  us  until  it  has  made  some  hea<lway. 
Our  system  depends  upon  the  county  health  officers  of  the 
State  for  the  enforcement  of  local  quarantine  measures, 
though  these  officers  are  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  State 
health  officer.  Ihese  local  officers  are  usually  experienced 
and  efficient,  and  unless  hampered  by  lack  of  funds,  fully 
cari'y  out  our  smallpox  regulations,  a copy  of  which  is  en- 
closed. 

The  disease  made  considerable  progress  from  the  1st  of 
lanuary  to  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  but  now  seems  to  be 
decreasing  again.  As  to.our  success,  it  is  the  same  as  yours — 
we  soon  succeed  in  eradicating  it  from  any  known  focus,  but 
it  is  constantly  reappeaiang  in  other  places,  and  is  usually 
brought  in  from  surrounding  States,  especially  from  Arkansas 
and  the  Indian  Territory.  I have  unofficial  advices  that  it  is 
epidemic  in  many  places  in  both  and  that  little  or  no  effort  is 
made  to  suppress  it.  As  to  your  request  to  exchange  infoi-m- 
ation,  I will  gladly  place  you  on  my  mailing  list  as  soon  as  the 
clerical  force  at  my  disposal  will  admit  of  my  exchanging 
notifications  with  all  the  interested  States,  which,  I am  sorry 
to  state,  is  impracticable  at  pi’esent.  I will  again  assure  you 
that  ] ublic  flealth  Reports  will  contain  all  the  information 
that  this  office  possesses.  If  any  other  information  in  detail 
is  wanted  at  any  time,  I will  furnish  it  to  you  with  pleasure. 
Will  you  not  join  me  in  urging  the  M.  11.  S*^.  to  take  charge, of 
and  eradicate  the  disease  in  the  I.  T.?  If  .so,  write  or  wii’e 
Wyman  at  once.  T am 

^ ours  very  truly, 

W.  F.  llr.uNT,  M.  1)., 

State  Health  Officer  of  Texas. 


VI  KG  1 XI A, 


RiniiMOXi),  Va.,  March  1,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor:  Vour  letter  relative  to  the  extent  of  small- 

pox, and  whether  it  is  on  the  decline  or  increase,  was  duly 
received.  I regret  I am  a little  tardy  in  sending  3’ou  the  de- 
sired information.  Smallpox  has  been  in  Virginia  for  the 
last  two  years.  Last  spring  it  was  epidemic  to  a great  extent 
an  the  cities  on  the  sea  coast.  While  we  have  had  it  to  some 
extent  all  the  summer  and  fall,  yet  it  seems  to  have  taken  on 
new  life  and  is  beginning  to  make  its  appearance  in  a mild 
-form  in  almost  every  section  of  the  State.  We  have  had  it  in 
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at  least  thirty  counties  and  cities.  Assuring  you  of  my  esteem 
and  best  wishes,  believe  me,  ^ esteem 

Yours  very  truly, 

Paulus  a.  Irvixc, 

Secretary. 


WASniXGTOX. 

PuLLMAX,  Wash.,  February  14,  1900. 

Deak  Doctor:  There  is  in  the  State  of  Washino-ton  at 

present  less  than  one  huncired  cases  of  smallpox.  The'^half  of 
these  eases  are  in  Spokane.  tne  naii  oi 

1 he  disea,se  i.s  on  the  decrease,  as  there  is  thirty  per  cent, 
less  cases  iioh-  than  there  were  a.  month  a<ro.  We  have  sue 
ceeded  m entirely  freeing  the  State  from  .vmallpo.v,  but  we 
lad  the  s.ame  experience  as  you,  iii  that  it  was  constantly  be- 
ing bi  ought  into  the  State  from  the  outside. 

ofirV.r''-''’ condition  of  the  State  Board 
of  Ileallh  at  present  is  such  that  we  have  no  funds  to  make 
reports  with. 

Triisuiig  that  some  day  we  may  fall  in  line  wiili  the  rest  of 
\mu,  1 aril, 

Yours  verv  truly, 

•/  ,7 

B.  Nki  .son, 

Secretarv. 


WE.ST  VIRGIXIA, 

1 oixT  Pleas  A XT,  W.  Va.,  Februaiy  28,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor;  Smallpox  prev.aihs  to  an  alarming  extent 
1 oni_ State.  In  the  south  and  sontliwesf,  horderin<r  on  the 
hne  or  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  W.ayne,  .VIcDowell!  .Minc^o 
Aercei  and  hayette,  we  have  bi5i.n  infected  with  the  epidemic 

Chh,  Virginia,  one  or  perhaps  two  ca.ses  from 

<1  10.  In  lire  coiinlics  above  named,  we  have  in  population 
alone  in  negroes,  employed  in  .coal  and  coke  indnsti  ies.  and  it 
s very  hard  to  control  ihem  even  with  ..trongesl  o„ar,ls  In 
t ie  conniiese.Yta'id  norlheast  and  in  the  eentra]  portion  of 

and  ; Iiowever,  from  Ohio  ai„|  I'emisJlvania, 

and  II,  the  |;,u,er  Ni,:,te  par: iciilarly  from  Ihttshur./  Kirst 
ni.ac le  app,.aranc.c  ahoiit  Chris, ,„.as  little  after  ihe'holi.lavs 
ill  our  siaic  I nivcr.sitv  at  Jlmgauiown,  ilonong ,|ia  county 
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in  .^tn/lenls  who  had  been  visiting  in.  Oliio  and  Pittsburg,  in- 
fecting onr  State  school,  simultaneously  one  student  visiting 
Ohio  and  the  other  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  from  dispute  among 
doctors  in  regard  to  diagnosis,  some  contending  ''^Chicken 
Pv:i\  Cuban  Itc/f,  FiUjnno  k^tratches,  and  some  Varioloidr 
during  which  time  people  were  indifferent  and  not  disposed  to 
accept  smallpox  diagnosis)  and  many  people  from  different 
parts  of  the  State  vi.^iting  Morgantown  (State  University) 
were  exposed  to  the  disease,  and  returning  to  respective 
homes  in  Cilmei\  Leicis^  Jlarrison,  Jlitchie^  Calhoun^  West, 
WebsUr  and  other  counties  in  the  interior  of  the  State  {num- 
bering in  the  aggregate  soine  18),  after  the  usual  period  of 
incubation  from  date  of  exposure  at  State  University,  the 
whole  set  thus  expo>ed  were  ^t^icken  down.  Those  who  had 
been  (especially  of  late)  successfully  vaccinated,  with  dis- 
crete, and  those  who  had  never  been  vaccinated,  with  con- 
tluent  smallpox;  some  (not  many)  dying,  and  others  losing  an 
eve  or  two.  We  are  now  getting  our  people  to  understand 
the  impoiiance  of  vaccination  and  re  vaccination,  and  co-op-, 
eraiing  with  the  Meiiical  Health  Ofheers  in  support  of  me  ins 
for  “pesthouses,”  ‘^houses  of  detention,”  pay  for  guards,  etc., 
and  we  are  now  getting  in  fair  headway  to  manage  quaran- 
tine, guards,  etc.,  and  are  suppressing  and  stamping  the  dis- 
ease out  in  many  places;  but  no  sooner  this  d<me,  some  tramp 
comes  in  again  Irom  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland 
or  Virginia,  and  we  liave  more  of  it.  Our  State  and  IjOc  d 
Health  Hoards  are  handicapped  by  means  oj.  the  niggardly 
appropriation  of  our  State  Legislature.  All  told,  lor  all 
health  and  sanitary  work,  and  salaries,  stationery,  po.'tage,  ex- 
press, the  pitiful  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  including 
salaiy,  stationery,  forms,  etc.,  for  Kegistrar  of  Vital  and 
Mortuary  Statistics,  we  simply  have  to  do  the  best  we  can. 

The  introduction  and  i e-introduction  of  the  infection  of 
smallpox  in  this  State  is  much  like  that  in  your  ovvui  State, 
and  what  the  end  is  to  be  “no  man  knoweth.” 

I shall  with  great  pleasure  place  your  name  on  our  “mailing 
list  for  exchange,”  and  reciprocate  in  all  matters  of  interstate, 
etc.,  appreciating  and  sympathizing  with  you  in  your  arduous- 
duties.  I am  sincerely, 

A.  R.  Bakbee, 

Sec.  and  Exec.  Officer  S.  of-  H.,  W.  Virginia. 
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WISCONSIN-. 

Milavaukee,  February  8,  1900 

Dear  Doctor:  Replying  to  your  circular  letter  of  thq  3d 

intant,  relative  to  smallpox,  I have  to  state  that  up  to  three  or 

nn'd  entirel.F  free  from  the  disease, 

and  liad  been  for  nearly  a year.  About  that  time  a youn<r 

man  came  fromIo«  a with  the  di«ea.e,  an.J  visited  at  Lemon” 
weir,  Juneau  county,  this  State,  and  from  that  owe. there  have 
een  eleven  cases,  including  his  own,  with  one  death— an 
nfant  si.^  weeks  old.  Abut  a week  ag..  another  case  was 
brought  into  the  Stale  at  Gratiot,  Lafayette  county,  from 
Di.xon,  III.,  where  the  disea.^e  e.vi.sts.  These  are  all  the  cases 
we  h.ave  at  the  present  time,  and  they  are  still  quarantined, 
and  all  piccauLions  arc  being  taknn. 

I am  informed  that  there  are  many  cases  in  Ohio,  Indiana, 

Iowa,  llhnots  and  I ennsylvanm,  and  on  account  of  its  beino-so 

ig  it  physioian.s  are  not  called  until  there  is  great  e.vposure 

and  in  many  instances  a faulty  diagnosi.s  is  made,  and  thus  the 
disease  spreads. 

fSlmll  be  jileased  to  place  your  name  on  our  mailimr  list  in 
toe  lutuie.  ° 

Very  truly  yours, 

U.  0.  B.  Wingate, 

Secretary. 

COMPULSORY  VACCINATION. 

alst  Tent' vaccination  was 
iteiveT  foCw:  ■"q-T  and  the  several  replies 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  February  5,  1900. 
ear  Sir:  Will  you  kindly  favor  u.s  with  a copy  of  vour 

bo'L^tlm  ’ to  v,acciuation?  Has  Vour 

board  the  power  to  order  compulsory  vaccination,  and  has  it 

e\ei  done  so,  and  with  what  result?  The  legal  advisers  of 

e Florida  Board  rather  discourage  our  resorting  to  such  a 

man'"^  an  and  will  you  apprise  me  .somewhat  as  to  this 

n.  inoT^T"'  H^'ve  your  courts  ever  made 

a ruling  as  to  your  enactment.?  Any  information  you  can 
give  me  aviII  be  greatly  appre  -iated. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  Y.  Porter,  M.  D., 

State  Health  Officer  of  Florida. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

Sacramento,  Cal.,  February  12,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  contained 
in  letter  of  5th  iustaiit,  I send  you  to-day,  under  another  cover, 
a copy  of  the  saiiitaiy  laws  of  California,  containg  particularly 
a provision  for  vaccination  in  this  State.  As  smallpox  has 
been  rare  in  this  State  during  recent  years,  this  law"  has  not 
been  rigidly  enforced.  The  city  of  San  Francisco  is  the  only 
community  that  constantly  enforces'its  provi>ions.  The  other 
portions  of  the  State  seem  to  prefei-,  in  spite  of  our  efforts  to 
the  contiarj,  to  waif  until  danger  threatens.  The  law  ]iro- 
viding  for  a vaccine  agent  is  no  longer  in  no  force.  Very 
lecently  the  State  Foard  of  Health  has  I'equired  the  inmates 
of  every  State  institution  (pi'isons,  insane  asylums,  etc.)  to 
be  vat  cinated.  J he  local  liealth  authorities  are  responsible 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  other  respects. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  P.  Mathews,  Secretary. 


ILLINOIS. 

Springfield,  III.,  February  10,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor:  Our  Board  has  no  powder  to  enforce  com- 
pulsory vaccination  I doubt  if  any  l»oard  has.  VVe  have, 
how  ever,  the  prevalence  oi  smallpox  in  the  State,  power 

to  prohibit  gathei’ings  of  persons  not  vaccinated,  and  c^n,  of 
course,  prohibit  the  admission  to  schools  of  any  children  who 
do  not  vnesent  evidence  of  proper  vaccination.  AVe  can  also 
quarantine,  for  tw"enty-one  days  or  more,  persons  expo.sed  to 
smallpox  wdio  have  not  been  vaccinated.  For  Supreme  Court 
decisions  re  vaccination,  let  me  refer  you  to  the  follow^ing,  all 
there  are  on  recoi'd,  I think. 

Potts  et  al.  vs  Breen  et  al.,  Illinois. 

Law’baugh  et  al.  vs.  Board  of  Fducation,  Illinois. 

Blue  \ s.  JiJeach  et  al.,  Indiana  (just  rendered). 

Morris  vs.  Citv  of  Columbus,  Ga. 

The  enclosed  shouts  the  order  of  this  B mrd  on  the  subject, 
which  order,  as  construed  by  our  courts,  in  operation  only 
when  smallpox  prevails,  or  when  there  is  good  reason  to  appre- 
iiend  a visit  from  the  disease. 

Very  truly  your». 

J.  A.  Fagan,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


<> 
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CUUISIANA. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  February  9,  1900.  ^ 

Dear  Doctor:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  6th  instant  I 
ye  to  inform  yon  that  the  Consdtntion  of  Louisiana  prohib 

e p,et  aronnfl  this  in  a measure  bv  forhiililiinr' tlie  ailmis 
s.0,1  of  Iinvacemaleil  chil.lren  to  pnhlio' schools  " 

act,  ali;  M,l!  in  many  cases 

actuaii)  blult  people  into  siihinisnori. 

Ibis  IS  bovv  the  matter  stamls  in  Louisiana. 

i ours  very  irnly, 

G.  Ku!k.u£  Patton,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


MAINE. 

Augus.sa,  Me.,  February  10,  1900. 

HocTon;  The  State  Bear.]  of  [fealth  of  Maine  ha- 

5 ainl  Vrff  H t-’  ''aceination.  On  pa<res 

15  an  I 1 1 of  the  copy  of  AhHntct  of  the  ITeidUi  Onoe  fliTch 

I send  to  you,  you  will  find  die  Iwv  of  this  StniP  v I.iV  ^ 

beaSil  /r,  ffer  " ™ r'  " "I'On  local  boards  of 

to  accent  it  >''''''’''liial  cannot  be  obliired 

to  aicqit  It.  In  the  presence  of  .an  outbreak  of  smallnox  or 

impe.Klmp:  danLrer  of  one,  we  fimi  there  is  not  much  trolible  in 

yttiipa  pretty  Iboroiish  vacrinaiion  of  the  people  aim  some 

ynes  ilie  quarantine  aiiiboi  ity  of  the  local  board  ’fiirnidies  a 

oinpnlsive  power.  I am  not  aw.ire  that  our  imurts  have  ever 

made  a ruling  on  any  qnesimn  relaring  to  vaccination. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  G 1 ouNG,  Secretary. 


MICHIGAN, 

Lansing,  Mich.,  February  8,  1900 

lati?/’'','''  UccTon  ; Replying  n,  your  letter  of  I'obruarv  .5 
latmg  0 vaceinat.on,  there  i.s  no  law  nor  rule  i„  Mi  hie 

W r f f ’d  I'ltre  8 of  our  i.,am|.l,b  t -‘T 

oik  of  llealib  Officers,”  a copv  of  which  is  sent  von  by  t 
mail,  tOiereiu  you  will  .see  ih.at  the  Health  Officer  is  reqffii 
to  onler  the  ),rompo  vacciuaiiou  or  isolation  of  person^  w 
have  been  exposed  to  smallpox.”  ^ 
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The  State  Board  has  no  power  to  order  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion, and,  it"  it  had  ihe  power,  I do  not  think  it  would  ever  do 
so.  Vaccination  is  too  important  a measure  to  have  arrayed 
against  it  the  opposition  of  tlie  masses  to  an  arbitrary  law  \ 
com])elling  something  that  the  public  has  no  right  to  compel. 
It'  the  public  wants  protection  from  smallpox,  all  its  members 
have  to  do  is  to  get  theim^elces  vaccinated;  not  to  compel 
some  individual  to  be  vaccinated  who  does  not  wish  such 
protection.  Approaching  people  with  a compulsoiw  law 
makes  it  very  ditticult  to  get  them  to  accept  facts  and  argu- 
ments which,  under  other  circumstances,  they  would  accept. 

By  educatioiHil  methods  smallpox  has  been  practically 
Ktam})ed  out  in  iMichigan.  When  introduced,  the  disease  is 
restricted  to  the  first  house  in  which  it  occurs. 

respectfully, 

Henry  B.  Baker, 

Secretary. 

V 

onto. 

Columbus,  O.,  February  9,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor:  Your  letter  of  the  e5th  instant  just  re- 

ceived. Some  years  ago  this  Board  adopted  a rule  that  no 
child  should  attend  public  or  parochial  schools  that  had  not 
been  vaccinated.  We  raised  a storm  of  opposition,  and,  not 
receiving  the  support  of  our  Attorney-General  as  to  the  legal- 
ity of  our  action,  were  obliged  to  retire  with  the  best  grace 
possible.  Kecently  our  Attorne^^-General  has  decided  that 
any  local  Board  of  Health,  when  smallpox  is  actually  present 
within  its  jurisdiction,  rnaj^  require  vaccination  of  school  chil- 
dren. The  Supreme  Court  of  Indiana  has  just  rendered  a 
decision  upholding  a rule  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  re- 
quiring the  vaccination  of  school  children  at  a time  when 
smallpox  is  actually  present. 

Yours  truly, 

•r  ^ 

C.  0.  Probst, 

Secretar}'. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Florence,  S.  C.,  February  7,  1900. 

Dear  Doctor:  The  Legislature  last  year  passed  a com- 

pulsory vaccination  law,  which  I direct  all  Health  Officers  to 
enforce  whenever  it  is  necessary.  If  any  person  refuses  vac- 
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cin,aUon  ,^fter  exposure  to  smallpox,  or  vi-ho  resides  near  an 
m ected  locality  and  the  Health  Officer  thinks  that  the  public 
f' ‘f  vaccination,  he  can  go  before  any  mar^is-' 

ir.ate  anri  sue  out  a w.arrant  for  his  arrest,  and  have  hun  fined 
and  imprisoned,  and  confined  until  he  consents  to  vaccination 
or,  HI  the  opinion  of  the  Health  Officer,  he  is  no  loimer  cap"’ 
ley  conimunicating  the  disease.  I am  not  aumre  ih.at  our 
„hei  conns  have  made  any  ruling  on  the  subject,  or  tint  it 

them  "i'f  bi'onght  up  for  adjudication  before 

them.  If  I can  procure  a printed  copy  I will  send  it  to  you. 

Yours  truly, 

Jajies  Evans,  M.  D. 


TEXAS. 

Austin,  Tex.,  February  14,  1900. 

' l^fiPlving  to  your  favor  of  the  .5th  instant 

regari  ing  compulsory  vaccination,  1 beg  to  .state  that  I am’ 
eiitiiely  without  authority  in  the  premises.  It  is  doubtful  if 
ue  can  compel  vaccination  in  persons  known  to  h.ave  been 
C.vposed  to  smffilpo.x.  Several  of  our  cities  h.ave  assumed  the 

irmof"  II  li''‘'^  ii'lisent  population,  the 

yim  of  indigency  being  stretched  so  as  to  include  all  the  col- 
ic population  and  the  floating  population.  I enclose  yon  a 

opinion'^r“d'”'‘  of  this  State,  which 

to  your  con7iLon  '^PPli^^ble 

mai"d""‘'’  ^ I ao’  M your  com- 

Very  truly, 

V . F.  Blunt, 

State  Health  Officer. 

♦ 


WISCONSIN. 


Milwaukie,  Wis.,  February  9,  1900. 

relmin I ^ »th  instant, 

rdating  to  compulsory  vaccination.  In  reply  I have  to  state 

hfonT  vaccination,  and 

ye  only  means  we  have  is  moral  su.ason.  A number  of  years 

go  this  bo.ard  acted  by  legal  advice,  and,  according  to  the 

yatutes  of  the  State,  adopted  rules  requiring  all  children  to 

be  vaccinated,  as  a condition  for  admittance  into  the  public 


214 


' . \ 


! HK 


and  private  schools. in  this  State.  A great  deal  of  vaccination 
was  done  at  that  time,  but  eventually  the  Christinn  Scientists 
brought  the  matt(}r  into  court,  and  that  court  decided  that  the 
law  directing  the  State  Board  of  lleallh  to  pass  such  rules  was 
unconsiitutional,  and  that  it  could  not  deleirate  to  our  board 
any  such  powei’.  Theo|>inion  rendered  by  the  Supreme  Court 
was  quite  lengthy,  and  d(dined  more  or  less  the  duties  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  but  distinctly  stated  that  we  could 

not  make  any  such  ndes  that  contained  the  semblance  of 

« 

law.  This  ’neing  the  case,  vaccination  in  this  State,  as  stated 
before,  can  only  be  performed  through  the  influence  of  moral 
suasion. 

Any  further  information  I may  possess  concerning  this 
mattei-  will  be  cheei-fnlly  given. 

Very  truly  yours, 

U.  O.  B.  WixGATE,  Secretary. 


; m- 
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BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES, 

by  sections,  based  upon  reports  made  to  the  oflice  of  the  State 
Boanl  of  Health,  based  upon  reports  made  to  the  oflice  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  <luring  year  1S99,  showing  rates  per 
].(  00  of  popidation  for  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Coasts  and  Interior 
Counties.  Population  figures  of  1895: 


ATT.AXTIC  COAST  COUNTIES. 


Nassau .... 

Duval 

St.  .) ohns . . 

Br(*v:nal  . . . 
Volusia . . . . 

Dade 


BIRTH 

KATE. 

11.19 
2(1.95 
25.0:3 
24.34 
17.33 

29.19 


HEATH 

KATE. 

13.45 

32.57 

14.53 

14.26 

9.(56 

24.74 


Rate  for  Atlantic  Coast 


22.34 


18.20 


GULF  COAST  COUXTIES. 


Escambia  . . 
Santa  Rosa. 
'Walton  . . . . 
W'ashington 
Calhoun  . . . 
Franklin  . . . 


19.77 

10.86 

15.69 

17.39 

24.44 

31.06 


15.95 

7.96 

7.43 

8.44 
11.60 
15.64 


f 
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Wakulla 

J effe  rson 

Taylor 

Lafayette 

Levy 

Citrus 

Hernando 

ibasco 

Hillsborough 

Manatee 

DeSoto 

Lee 

Monroe 

Totals  for  Gulf  Coast 

INTERIOR  COUNTIES. 

Alachua 

Bakei* 

Bradford 

Clay 

Columbia 

Gads<len  

Hamilton 

Holmes 

Jackson 

Lake 

I.eon 

Libei’tv 

Madison 

Marion  

Oranixe 

O 

Osceola - 

Polk ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ’ 

Putnam 

Sumtei' 

Suwannee 


1 otals  for  Interior  Counties 


20  01 

4.59 

13.26 

4.93 

9.14 

5.22 

16.65 

9.2  5 

14.73 

9.28 

14.78 

13.84 

12.92 

11.56 

25.97 

12.56 

12.81 

7.62 

30  28 

17.25 

19.79 

16.82. 

19.77 

1 1.68 

32.91 

28.07 

18.54 

11.56. 

15.03 

8.55- 

21.82 

5.11 

17.58 

7.36 

18.6-5 

8.84 

26.L5 

13.29 

15.11 

6.56 

13.11 

5.60 

1 6 84 

4.81 

9.07 

4.01 

14.25 

13.89 

7.(0 

7.09 

24.53 

3.31 

17.84 

6.14 

16.45 

9.92 

] 9 66 

1 1.76 

16.79 

4.41 

18.57 

13.47 

2 4.25 

13.09 

20.72 

9.15 

16.10 

9. 01 

17.54 

8.41 

HEATH  KATES  OF  ITI E STATE  OF  FLOKIHA. 


Moxth..  1891  1893 

Ian IG  19  IG  (la 

Feb 13  u > 12  41 

March.  ...  12.36  14.91 

13  B Of  II 


1893  1894  1895  1896 

Ii07  1l:i4  9 53  8 0l 

9 82  8.13  8 81  G.91 

lO.Gj  8.45  8 01  8.01 


1897  1^98  1899  T’l 

9 46  6 83  10.16  11  02 

8 55  6.53  8.03  9 13 

8.48  6.68  9.37  9 65 


216 


Arril 

13  22 

14.35 

11.87 

9.83 

9.31 

0.31 

9.04 

7.94 

11.13 

10.66 

Mav 

11  75 

18.51 

12.02 

9.95 

10.87 

0 34 

7 90 

7.97 

10.34 

11. OG 

Juj^e.  ... 

12  61 

15.22 

6.88 

10  02 

13  05 

9 10 

8 39 

10  24 

11.87 

10.88 

Julv 

16  24 

13.75 

6.88 

10.08 

'9.54 

9 06 

8 78 

11.26 

13.31 

10.98 

Aup 

13  33 

14  27 

9.24 

11.88 

10  41 

9.24 

8 14 

16  07 

14.10 

12.85 

Snpi 

12  37 

10  39 

8.01 

9.73 

9 79 

9 36 

7.09 

19.89 

14.33 

11.21 

Oc‘t 

12  6S 

13  41 

0. 65 

9.16 

8 91 

8 79 

6 90 

16  96 

15.12 

11.28 

Nov 

14  23 

11  40 

10.30 

9 31 

8 60 

7.57 

7.57 

12  77 

11.13 

10.33 

Dec 

11  58 

11  03 

0 33 

8.01 

8 43 

8.94 

6 77 

12.43 

11.24 

9.75 

Whole 

Year 

13.22 

13.86 

o 

o 

11  66 

9 60 

8 03 

8.09 

11.29 

11.67 

10.89 

BIRTH  KATKS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  FLORID 

Month.  . 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

t'l 

Jan ....  . 

15.33 

15  73 

15.30 

16  80 

18  72 

13  30 

13  4i) 

11  :15 

16  60 

15.19 

Feb 

13  19 

12.14 

13  13 

15  26 

15  04 

13  54 

10  61 

10  66 

14  45 

13  13 

March.. . . 

16  81 

15  07 

13  08 

15  28 

13  87 

13  87 

11.86 

9 38 

15  65 

13.94 

April  . . . . 

14.66 

16.82 

11  44 

13  40 

13  53 

13  53 

10.60 

9.85 

13  81 

13.07 

Mav..  . ... 

11  66 

14  05 

12  02 

12  20 

10.08 

11.60 

10  45 

9.25 

11  99 

11  77 

Juue. . . . . 

15  03 

12.87 

12  40 

13.85 

0.77 

10  91 

10  92 

10  89 

14  32 

12.45 

Julv 

14  30 

14  62 

11  67 

1 5 66 

13  22 

9 84 

12  01 

14  73 

16.97 

13  67 

Au^ ..... 

1 5 03 

18  3t 

11  17 

16  80 

16  38 

13  97 

13  37 

18  40 

31  57 

16.21 

Snpt. .... 

16  60 

15  57 

15  11 

17.02 

15  67 

15  46 

11  68 

21.73 

22.59 

16  84 

Oct 

11  08 

1 5 62 

16.00 

17.06 

11  81 

13  33 

9.81 

18  12 

21.84 

14.97 

Nov 

13  46 

17  45 

15.72 

15  39 

13.07 

14.30 

8.82 

17.29 

20.21 

15.07 

Dec 

17.11 

15.06 

16  18 

16  58 

13  02 

14  54 

10  68 

19  24 

16.06 

15.48 

Whole 

\ ear 

.14.72 

15.42 

13.68 

15  47 

13.80 

13.18 

11.19 

14  23 

15  50 

13.20 

BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES, 

Based  upon  returns  for  five  years,  ending  December  31sl, 
1898,  showing  rates  per  1,000  for  Atlantic,  Gulf  and  Interior 
Sections: 


ATLANTIC  COAST  COUNTIES. 


Nassau 

Duval  . 

St.  Johns  . . , 
Bivvard  . . . 
Volusia  . 0 
Dade 


BIRTH 

DEATH 

RATE 

RATE 

11.45 

8.43 

•26.19 

29.74 

20.91 

5.41 

24.52 

11.58 

13.17 

8.70 

10.43 

6.41 

Rate  for  Atlantic  Coast ....  . 


17.76 


11.71 
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GULF  COAST  COUNTIES, 

Escambia 

Santa  Rosa 

Walton 

Washington 

Oalh'Uin 

Franklin 

Wakulla 

Jefferson 

Lee . . 

Lafayette  , . - - 

Levy 

C'ii  rus 

lb  rnando  

Fa<co  

lii'lsborough ' . 

IMan.atee 

De  Soto 

dNylnr  

Monroe 

Totals  for  Gulf  Coast 

INTERIOIl  COUNTIES. 

Ala  dma 

Baker  

Bradford 

Clay 

Columbia . 

Gadsden  

Hamilton  

Holmes  ....  

Jackson 

Lake 

Leon  

Liberty 

ft/ 

Madison  

Marion  

Orange 

O.sceola . . . 

Polk 

Putnam 

Sumter . . . . 

Suwannee  ...  

Totals  for  Interior  Counties 


20.86 

13.91 

6.74 

7.21 

15.28 

7.56 

10  05 

4.51 

20.70 

16.42 

33.07 

11.18 

7.06 

3.85 

6.06 

3.28 

21.36 

11.31 

5.79 

3.25 

14.94 

8.01 

24.72 

13.36 

12.20 

7.43 

18.73 

9.98 

18.47 

11.64 

20.52 

9.74 

18.57 

7.48 

10.18 

3.40 

27.96 

27.83 

16.48 

9.54 

8.49 

5.36 

1 i.20 

3.90 

16.41 

3.59 

9.12 

5.08 

12.24 

7.52 

13.38 

4.i7 

7.61 

4.77 

10.70 

3.22 

5.30 

2.98 

14.68  ' 

7.36 

4.95 

4.01 

26.58 

2.47 

4.86 

3.25 

9.78 

9.41 

18.99 

9.17 

16.92 

5.61 

13.94 

8.27 

10.08  ■ 

7.13 

13.42 

6.30 

9.90 

■ 7.22 

11.92 

5.54 
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BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


Births,  marriages 

and  deaths 

reported  from  the 

several 

couniies  in  the  Slate 

of  Florida  durin 

g the  year  ending  De- 

cember  31st,  1899. 

Populatiorj, 

State 

census  of  1895 

POPULATIO.V,  PIKTHS 

MARKIAOES- 

DEATHS 

Alachua ... 

28,207 

424 

332 

241 

Raker . . 

3,712 

81 

58 

19 

Bradford  ...... 

9,-199 

164 

93 

70 

Brevaid  . . 

4,558 

111 

54 

65 

Callioun  . . . ... 

3,274 

81 

48 

38 

Citi'us  . . . ■ . 

4,-Jbl 

63 

71 

59 

Cliiv 

5,200 

97 

48 

46 

C<»lnmbia  ..... 

12,!)35 

346 

158 

172 

Dade , , . , 

3,322 

97 

88 

82 

]Je  Soto  .... 

6,418 

127 

83 

108 

DuvaD... 

34,7  66 

148 

487 

132 

Escambia  ........ 

22,503 

445 

390 

359 

Eranklin ....  . 

4.475 

139 

47 

70 

(^ad^den 

13,693 

.208 

173 

90 

Hamilton  ..... 

9,991 

131 

139 

56 

Hernando  . 

2,940 

38 

25 

34 

Hillsborough  > . 

31,362 

402 

435 

239 

Holmes  .... 

6.232 

105 

116 

30 

Jack.'On  ...  ... 

21,930 

199 

289 

88 

.Jefferson ... 

15,007 

199 

135 

75 

Lafa}  elte .... 

3.783 

63 

69 

35 

l.ake ...  . . 

8,3.19 

119 

72 

116 

Lee ....... 

2,235 

44 

25 

26 

Leon  ...  . . . . 

l9,5o7 

151 

228 

139 

Lew . . . 

7,534 

111 

98 

70 

Idbertv  ........ 

2,079 

51 

45 

07 

JMadi.'on . , . . 

13-660 

244 

209 

84 

Manatee .... 

3,8  30 

116 

73 

66 

Mai  iDii* ... 

21,875 

360 

244 

2i7 

on roe ..... 

17,167 

566 

298 

482 

Nassau , . . 

8,843 

99 

111 

119 

Orai:ge .... 

12,4  59 

245 

123 

184 

Osceola  . . 

3.394 

57 

35 

15 

Pasco .... 

4.697 

122 

47 

59 

Polk  .....  . c , 

]0,9S3 

204 

98 

148 

I'^uti  am  . . . . 

11,:-81 

276 

134 

149 

St.  ,]<'hns . . . . . 

7.708 

193 

90 

112 

Santa  Posa 

8,914 

97 

122 

71 

Sumter .....  . . 

5,308 

110 

61 

48 
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'Suwannee  , ...  1 2,554 

202 

185 

113 

Ta^  lor  . . 0 . . 3,o62 

28 

50 

16 

Volusia.  11,480 

199 

115 

111 

Wakulla.  . . .....  3,700 

74 

99 

17 

Walton  .......  7,962 

125 

96 

60 

AVa^hington  . . - . . 7,820 

136 

116 

66 

Jaeksoville*  ... 

553 

752 

Ocala*  ......  c ..  . 

80 

35 

Total. . . . 464,639 

8,180 

6,112 

5,390 

*It  will  be  observed  that  the  City  of  Jack.sonville  and 

Duval  county  are  reported  separately, 
of  Ocala  and  Marion  county. 

The  same  is 

also  true 

BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES 

per  1,000  of  population,  for  each  of  the 

fortv-five  counties  of 

tlte  State  of  Florida,  based  on 

reports  made  to  tlie  otiice  of  the 

State  B"ard  of  Health  during  the  year  ending  December  3 1st, 
1899.  Population  Stale  Census,  1895. 

BIRTH  DEATH 

POPUr.ATIOX 

RA'l'E. 

RAJ'E. 

Alachua 

2S,2ii7 

15.63 

8.55 

Baker 

3,7  1 2 

21.82 

5.11 

Bradford 

9,499 

1 7.58 

7.36 

Brevard . . . . 

4,558 

24.35 

14.26 

Callioun 

3,274 

24.44 

11. GO 

Citrus 

4.261 

14.78 

13.X4 

..... 

5,260 

18  65 

8.84 

Columbia 

12,035 

2(5.75 

13.29 

Dade 

3,322 

29.19 

24.71 

DeSoto 

6,41.8 

19.79 

16.82 

Duval  

34,766 

26.95 

32.57 

Escambia 

22,563 

19.77 

15.95 

Franklin 

4,4^5 

31.06 

15.64 

Gadsden 

13,693 

15.11 

6.56 

Hamilton 

9,991 

13.11 

5.60 

Hernando 

2,940 

12.92 

11.56 

Hillsborough 

31,362 

12.81 

7.52 

diolmes 

6,232 

16.84 

4.81 

Jackson  

21,930 

9.07 

4.01 

Jefferson 

15.007 

13.26 

4.93 

Lafayette 

3,783 

16.65 

9.24 
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j ^ 


i 

; I- 


Lake  . . 

. . . 8,349 

14.25 

13.89 

Lee 

. . . 2,*2‘25 

19.77 

11.68 

Leon 

...  19,597 

7.70 

7.09 

1 

Levy  

. . . 7,534 

14.73 

9.28 

*/v 

Liberty  

. . . 2,079 

24.53 

3.31 

Madison 

. 13,060 

17.84 

6.14 

p 

Manatee . 

3,830 

30  28 

17.25 

! 

Marion 

. - 21 ,875 

16.45 

9.92 

Monroe . . ........ 

17,167 

32.91 

28.07 

Nassau  . . . , . . . . . 

. . . 8,843 

11.19 

13.45 

Orange  ......  ... 

. . 12,459 

1 9.66 

14.76 

Osceola . . . . . . 

3,:^94 

16.79 

4.41 

i 

1£ 

Pa'^co 

4,697 

25.97 

. 12.56 

' >f.  ' 

Pnlk  

. 10,9S3 

18.57 

13.47 

. 

Putnam 

. . 11,381 

24.25 

13.00 

1 

St.  .Johns ......  . . 

. 7,708 

25.03 

14.53 

Santa  Kosa.  . . 

S,9i4 

10.86 

7.96 

i 

Sumter  . „ . . . . . . . 

. . 5,308 

20.72 

9.16 

1 

‘A/ 

Suwannee  .... 

. . . 12.544 

16.10 

9.01 

; 

* 

Taylor  . „ 

- 3,062 

9.14 

5.22 

Volusia  0 .......  . 

. ll,4>0 

17.30 

9.66 

s . 

' M 

Wakulla.  . . , . 

3,700 

20.01 

4.59 

Walton  ...  

- . . 7,962 

15.69 

7.53 

Washington ... 

. . „ 7,X20 

17.39 

8.41 

Whole  State . = 

. .464,639 

15.50 

11.67 
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AGES  OF  DECEDENTS 


Ages  of  Decedents  for  year  ending  December  31st,  1899, 
based  on  mortality  returns  to  the  State  Board  of  Health 
during  said  period. 


- 

W1 

M 

lite 

F 

Colored. 
U.\  F 

i 

Total 

Under  1 year 

^339 

247 

243 

'^188 

1,017 

Between  1 and  5 

189 

167 

123 

il21 

605 

“ 5 and  10 

86 

77 

33 

[34 

235 

“ 10  and  15 

6i 

38 

28 

28 

161 

“ 1 5 and  20  ...  . 

44 

62 

51 

51 
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“ 20  and  25 

98 

82 

91 

81 

352 

“ 25  and  30 

77 

76 

90 

85 

328 

“ 30  and  40 

137 

121 

141 

104 

538 

“ 40  and  50 , 

169 

94 

117 

83 

463 

“ 50  and  60 

146 

108 

76 

64 

394 

“ 60  and  70 

172 

114 

53 

53 

392 

“ 70  and  80 

161 

95 

45 

39 

340 

“ 80  and  90 

63' 

54 

19 

19i 

155 

“ 90  and  100 

9, 

11! 

5 

13 

38 

Over  1 00  years 

1! 

oi 

5 

4: 

10 

Not  stated 

5.j 

3l! 

31 

33 

! 

147 

Totals ..... 

1.^464.3771 

1,161 

o 

o 

• 5,394 

Causes  of  Death  During*  the  Year  1899. 


Mortality  Report  of  the  State  of  P'loriha,  ClassifiKi  by  Counties  and  Disease^.  Mortality  Returns  made  direct  to  Office  of  State 

Board  of  Health  by  Attendmsr  Physicians,  Nurses,  Coroners  and  Heads  of  Families. 

Population  Figures  (1895)  State  -Census. 

^Ihe  cities  of  Jacksonville  and  Ocala  are  not  included  it  will  be  observed,  in  their  respective  counties,  but  are  reported 
separately . Key  We.'^t  is  virtually  the  whole  of  M'mroe  County. 
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Abcess  ((Jerebralj > j..  .’I  ..'  i .7L.7.  !! 

A bcess  ( Liver) ....  ...  ’ ’ | ] ’ i i j i 
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Ahcers  ( Pel\  i ) ' ’ . 7 | ’ 
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; !!  1 
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Alcoholism 1'..,  ...  ..j..|  ■ i Pi 

rk  imemili ■..!!..  !!..!!  C i I X I 

Anfrinia  Pectoris j’ , ’ ’ i”i  ->l  i ""i" 

Apthae ,1”.'  .’  !.Y7.T;  ' ! 

Apoplexy 4 ^ i ’ ’;V  " j ji 

Appendicitis I X I '..’i..  il'.’*  'i  ..  ..,  " 

' L..!.. ..  ..i..  ..|..r. . 

Asphy.vm l ..  i i..  ..  ,i  1 

Astliimi ' I ...'......  I ..'!  . X 

Ataxia  Locomotor ' ,..  ..  ’’  . li 

liowfds,  e<  ngesti'ii  .il  |77  i,  ,..  !!  i 

Bronchitis l|  ’ ”|  ' -'  ‘i 

Burns i'  1 i 4 .T.  T ” 

Cancer  (Hreast) 1 '..  

tJuncer  (Face; . l ii’  i, 

Cancer  (Leg» .i  ’’  ..  . ..  '7..1  i 

Ciinecr  ( Ijivcr; . ” ]’  . . ’!  . . , . ! . i 

Ciin.-er  (Iteetum)  . 7!  !!  ' ! ! ! 
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OiTT  OP  New  York.  J 

County  of  New  Y'ork.  > ss. 

State  op  New  York.  ) 

Mortimer  Falk,  being  duly  sworn,  says: 

I.  That  in  the  month  of  September  last,  at  the  time  the 
yellow  fever  epidemic  was  at  Key  West,  I had  occasion  to  go 
to  Plavana,  which  necessitated  my  applying  for  an  Immune 
Certiticate  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Florida,  on  ac- 
count of  Havana  being  quarantined  against  Key  West.  The 
State  Board  of  Health  of  Florida  issued  the  said  certificate 
to  me,  being  aware  of  the  fact  that  I was  an  immune,  hav- 
ing resided  in  the  Tropics  for  a number  of  years,  and 
having  had  yellow  fever,  so  I had  no  difficulty  in  entering  Ha- 
vana. 

II.  Upon  my  return  from  Havana  to  Key  West  it  was  again 
necessary  for  me  to  get  an  Immune  Certiticate,  from  the 
Marine  ilospital  Service  in  Havana,  Key  West  being  quaran- 
tined against  Havana,  so  I applied  at  the  office  of  the  xMarine 
Hospital  Service,  and  there  was  a Dr.  Dudley,  whom  I re- 
quested to  furnish  me  with  ’ the  necessary  certificate.  His 
question  to  me  was,  “How  do  I know  you  are  an  immune?  1 
informed  him  that  I had  arrived  from  Key  West,  on  the  boat 
previous,  and  that  he  was  in  possejjsion  of  njy  Immune  Certiti- 
cate, issued  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Florida.  He  sent 
for  my  certiticate  and  informed  me  that  it  was  not  worth  the 
paper  it  was  written  on,  as  he  claimed  that  the  certificate  issued 
by  the  State  Bocfrd  of  Health  of  Florida  was  no  good,  and  em- 
phatically refused  to  issue  me  a certificate  on  this.  I thought, 
and  told  him,  that  this  was  rather  strange,  but  nevertheless  I 
was  fortunate  enough  to  be  registered  by  Dr.  Burgess,  in  his 
record,  as  being  an  immune,  having  had  yellow  fever,  and  Dr. 
Burgess  being  in  possession  of  my  certificate.  Dr.  Dudley  then 
informed  me  that  Dr.  Burgess  was  as  bad  as  the  State  Board 
of  Health  of  Florida,  and  could  be  bought  for  five  dollars.  I 
was  surprised  at  such  a remark  from  one  physician  against  an- 
other, and  so  informed  him. 

III.  He  refused  to  give  me  a certificate  on  my  registration, 
but  after  considerable  difficulty  he  consented  to  allow  me  to 
return  to  Key  West,  with  the  remark,  if  they  will  allow  you  to 
come  back  to  Havana  out  of  that  infested  port,  he  would  allow 
me  to  return,  but  that  he  would  not  allow  me,  or  issue  me  a 
oertificate  to  go  to  any  other  port.  I then  informed  him  that 
Key  West  was  just  as  far  as  I wanted  to  go  at  that  time.  He 
then  informed  me  that  he  would.raake  across  in  red  ink  against 
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ay  name,  as  a snepicions  person.  He  was  so  nnirentleraanlT 
n his  aetions  that  I informed  him  to  put  a red  line\hrou<rh  my 
-name  if  he  cared  to,  as  it  made  no  difference  to  me.  Th'e  red 

my  Lr  book  against 

inp  an^n„  / • f'-o'"  H'e  port  of  Havana  diir- 

tJertaii  iT  « a,"  '■''st'-;«t'ons  for  at  least  eight  year.s,  and  I 

Ty  he  iirnrt?  T P"r  accorded  me 

»y  the  said  D 1.  Dudley,  as  I gave  him  full  proof  that  I was  en 

storn‘!o?  'farantine  restrictious. 

^worn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  June,  1P©0. 

(Signed)^  Jog.  m’.  Malamknt, 

^ , Notary  Public,  Kiuir’s  Countv 

Certificate  filed  in  New  York  Oount3\  ^ 


i 

! t 


Jackson-ville,  Fla.,  Augimt  30,  1899. 

with''H?p  ' '‘‘r  Por'^onal  and  official  relations 

hat  I have®  "r'  yo»  •ire  informed 

that  1 have  recenlly  seen  a niimher  of  c.ases  of  denoiie  at 

Miami,  Dade  coiimy,  Florida,  where  there  have  been  some 

dm  dwea’®  l'^' ^ •1‘^vised 

ha  dm  nnhlT'  '"'''’"f"''  In  view  of  the  fact 

vill  „ , ^ "TT-'  ® > much  suspicion,  you 

IP  |-  ^ this  information  and  coiiHdential.  My^b- 

is?o  niif  von"!  ^'I'CTiiing  the  appearance  of  this  in.^tdy 

mi  dit  ai-Dp  ll  i'a°'"'  ‘‘‘"■"y  ""tnasiness  which 

VP?,'  o V t ■”  yr’"'-  coimniiniiy.  ft  is 

tlie^'tmte’^^P?!'^^  ^-^tend  itself  toother  parts  of 

• action.  advise  me  at  once  on  its  appearance  in  your 

Very  truly, 

(Signed)  Joseph  Y.  Porter, 

State  Health  Officer. 
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